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PREFACE 



The farmers are under no legal or moral obligation to 
feed the balance of the world at an unfairly low price. 

If there is a place or corner anywhere in the 
world where the producers of our food and cloth- 
ing supplies (commonly called farmers) are not 
ready to revolt against the absolute domination of 
non-producing classes in pricing their products, I 
am not aware of it. 

That the old and thoroughly bad system can 
speedily be changed — the producers regulate the 
marketing of their products and make their own 
prices — I am thoroughly convinced. 

The farmers own the earth. We may safely 
claim that farming ' exists by Divine right. The 
farmers first possess all the food and clothing sup- 
plies which are indispensable for the life and com- 
fort of humans and domestic animals; their prod- 
ucts constitute the greater portion of traffic for 
railroads and ships ; nearly all the factories work oa 
raw material produced on the farms and the prod- 
ucts of the factories are largely consumed by the 
farmers, or in equipments to handle farm prod- 
ucts. It is clear, the important po«>\t\OT\. ^-jcotv- 
er in his relation to all ol\veT m^u^Vrv^^, ^xAVw^ 
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closely all other industries are interwoven with that 
of agriculture. It is the same way all over the 
world, in all civilized countries. 

If any people, any one class, or any one industry 
is entitled to distinction as the preferred business, 
or its people "the select of the earth," that business 
is agriculture and that people are the farmers. If 
any one class should prosper more than another, 
this distinction should fall to the farmers. But this 
is not an attempt to raise one class over others, it 
is not even an attempt to make all equal, but to 
equalize conditions so all may have an equal oppor- 
tunity to secure a fair share of rewards for efforts 
put forth. 

All movements for the benefit of the masses had 
opposition at the start. An idea may be born and 
promulgated. The originator of the idea may be 
stoned to death or hung, but if the idea is good and 
has vital force, it grows and will not down. An 
evolution once started never recedes, but develops 
into the perfect flower or fruit. 

This is an age of organization and co-operation. 
. The old saying, "Competition is the life of trade,'^ 
is changed to "Co-operation is the life of trade." 

An individual would be strong enough if he was 
the only individual in the world. However, if he 
is one of a large class he is weak and the larger the 
class the weaker the individual. The farmer class 
is the most numerous, hence, the individual farmer 
IS the weakest individual when \ve sl^Ltvd^ ^lotie. "la 
union there is strength." The gte^Xe^T >Jcv^ >^\vva\v 

greater the strength. The i^itm^t^ 
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would be the greatest union — ^greater than all other 
unions combined. They would represent a strength 
and power such as the world never knew before. 
The farmer power is the third power to assert it- 
self, but it will be the first power in strength and 
importance. 

The bestirring and awakening of this last and 
greatest power is the most significant event of the 
present generation. No individual, no matter what 
his position — professional, industrial or political — 
can afford to ignore its birth and make calculations 
on its rise. For, while it is not a power that will 
contest for mastery by brute force in the fields eco- . 
nomic or politic, it will affect all in its demands for 
equity and the equal rights of man. 

The entrance of the American Society of Equity 
into the economic problems of the world, through 
which the Third Power will rise, marks an epoch. 
The awakening of the agricultural classes, the or- 
ganization of them into national and international 
co-operative bodies, which is now being accom- 
plished, will remove agriculture from the list of 
uncertain industries and place it on a basis of cer- 
tainty for prices equal to that enjoyed by the best 
regulated manufacturing or commercial enterprises. 

The undertaking is great, but since the correct 
plan has been evolved, the desirable ends, in the 
ordinary evolution of the times, will work out . as 
surely as the fruit follows the flower. The revo- 
lution that will take place in pTeN^.\V\w^ ^\^sX5OTss* 
and laws might appal us if it -was xvo\. lot V^vje^ 
that, in the working out of this stu^etv^LOU^ tw^^^- 
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ment everything will be toward betterments — ^phys- 

ically, socially, industrially and politically. 
* * * * * * * * * * * 

The hope of the author is that the soil owners 
and workers will be aroused to a sense of the true 
condition of their industry; that agriculture in 
America and throughout the world will soon oc- 
cupy the high position to which it is entitled, when 
it will stand first of all in importance and power. 

A fair, equitable, impartial, unprejudiced consid- 
eration of the Third Power is asked and your co- 
operation to quickly make it a real power is so- 
licited. THE AUTHOR. 
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CHAPTER I 



A hundred years, and more, ago. 
The farmers rose their rights to take; 

They were the first to strike a blow 
For freedom's and for country's sake. 

Colonial sires, your path we tread. 

Against oppression's tyrant hand; 
Our bloodless battle shall be led. 

Till Justice reigns throughout the land. 

We battle for the common good. 
Our flag In freedom's cause unfurled. 

As when "the embattled farmers stood. 
And fired the shot heard round the world." 

Elma lona Locka 

RIGHT SHALL PREVAIL. 

There is some danger today lest we forget that 
there are three factors in production — land, labor^ 
and capital. The political economist told us this 
many years ago, but when we read of the opera* 
tions of Morgan, Gates, Schwab, and the other great 
capitalists and promoters, we are sometimes almost 
convinced that these men are the sole creators of 
wealth, and that land and labor reaWy \v^.n^ ws^jCsnt 
j'ng^ to do with it Yet the old law \s soMtv^, 
It will stand. Mr. Morgan has to s\.^.tv^ K>Ci^ 
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earth, and in this sense at least it is the land that 
supports him. The Chicago gamblers could not spec- 
ulate in wheat unless there were such a thing as 
wheat in existence. Mr. W. B. Leeds's railroad 
could not last but a little while if it were not for 
the crops that have to be carried to market. So 
it is clear that these men do not create, and can not 
create anything. All that they do is to change the 
form of wealth, or to make, not to create, new 
wealth by the application of capital and labor to the 
products of the land, in one way or the other. If 
they make money in any other way they do it sim- 
ply by taking it from some one else. The middle- 
man, who gets between two people who want to 
trade, and takes toll of them both, adds nothing to 
the wealth of the country. The subject then is 
creation, and the relation of the different factors 
to it. 

If it be true that the prosperity and material wel- 
fare of a country is dependent on the efficiency of 
these three instruments, land, labor and capital, it 
follows that we should do all we can to increase the 
efficiency of these instruments and maintain them 
at a high standard. We often seem to act as I 
though we did not believe this to be true. For 
each class, instead of trying to add to the efficiency 
of other classes as well as of itself, frequently 
strives to increase its efficiency at the expense of 
the other classes. Labor seeks to extract the last 
dollar from capital, and capital endeavors to force 
labor to work for the lowest vj2L^e^s ^c>^€^\^- 
S-anized capital and orgamztd \^\iOT q.oxcCwcv& 
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beat down the price of products from the land un- 
til workers on our farms are the poorest paid of 
any class of laborers. Yet the intelligent laboring 
man knows that the more capital there is in the 
country, provided it be wisely and productively em- 
ployed and carefully managed, the better it is for 
him. And the intelligent employer understands that 
in order for him to get the best results he must 
pay his men enough to -^enable them to live well and 
keep themselves in good mental and physical con- 
dition. Perhaps it is safe — at any rate it seems to 
be necessary — to allow each of these classes to car- 
ry on this warfare for its own good, even though 
success costs the rival something, trusting that 
good may in the long run come out of the conflict 
of interests. With land, however, we all admit the 
necessity of keeping the farmers prosperous to in-, 
sure prosperity to others. 

Certain it is that the efficiency of labor and capi- 
tal has vastly increased in our day, particularly in- 
our country. The freer use of the credit system, 
the more intelligent management of money, the 
rapid turning over of capital, the wonderful in- 
crease in the use of machinery, and intelligent la- 
bor, have all co-operated to enable capital to do 
things which it did not even dream of a generation 
ago. We build bridges in the Egyptian desert in 
half the time and for half the cost that the Eng- 
lish can. The Atlas Works in Indianapolis ships 
engines all over the world, and sells tYvem m Vt^^'sJ^ 
competition with foreign makes. TVvete \s \vm^X'5 "^l 
countrjr on earth that has not heard tVv^ scx^^-w^ cfL 
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the American locomotive, the click of the American 
typewriter, and enjoyed the blessings of cheap 
American bread. The conquests of American cap- 
ital and the effect of the wonderful resources of 
this country have been marvelous. Turning to la- 
bor we find that here, too, there has been an in- 
crease in efficiency. Education, growing intelli- 
gence and skill, sobriety, capacity for hard work, 
ambition to rise out of the labor class and to be- 
come a boss, facility in the use of machinery, in- 
ventive faculty, have all combined to make our la- 
bor the most efficient in the world. But to a cer- 
tain extent these influences have been at work on 
the farms as well as in the counting room, the mill 
and the factory. And our farmers are far in ad- 
vance of their fathers and grandfathers in ability 
to turn out results in crops. But there is one g^eat 
thing which they have not yet fully learned, and 
that is the power of combination. The laborer has 
been helped much by his unions, and because of 
them he can command a wage such as his brethren 
of other days could not. Through his unions he 
has made his importance felt, and often has been 
able to dictate terms to his employer. That em- 
ployer has also found a great help in combination. 
By means of corporations and trusts he has been 
able to carry through large enterprises, to have 
something to say about wages, to decrease the cost 
of production while keeping no small part of the 
saving for himself, and to influence, if not to con- 
stitute prices. So we see combm^xXoxi^, ^o-c^^^x^- 
tjon and trusts in almost tvety \>t^xvdcv m^xxsXx^* 
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But the farmer has yet to learn the lesson. Others 
have something to say about the prices at which 
they will sell their commodities. If they do not 
fix them, they at least do influence them favorably 
to themselves. When the market is glutted, the 
manufacturer or mine-owner can curtail produc- 

i tion, or shut down entirely, until the demand 
catches up with or funs sthead of the supply. The 
laborer can and does regulate the supply of labor- 
ers and does refuse to work except on terms rea- 
sonably satisfactory to himself, and the mere fear 
of a strike often drives the employer to make con- 
cessions which he would not otherwise think of 
making. The worker has a voice in the making of 
his wages, and the employer passes the tax along 
by making his prices accordingly. 

But the farmer allows-others to make prices for 
him. All he is supposed to know under the present 
system is how to work many hours a day and the 
road to jnarket. When he gets there he finds a man 
who tells him how much his produce is worth, and 
if he wants to take something home with him he is 
told the price of that also. He has no organization, 
and no method of bringing pressure to bear on 
those who buy of him. Speculators and gamblers 
on boards of trade tell him what he shall sell his 
produce for. And he sells at their figures. The 
board of trade gamblers juggle with the price, and,, 
though the condition of the crops and production 
and consumption should govern prices, 
very little influence. The prices oi iVve vrcv^oxV-^xv^. 

farm crops are made in organized matVL^'ts M 
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aggregations of corporate capital ruled by unscru- 
pulous human agencies, or by speculators who set 
prices arbitrarily without any reference to supply 
demand or equity. This arbitrary fixing of prices 
destroys the independence of the greatest class of 
our citizens — ^the farmers — ^because the farmers 
have no part in it. It is more tyrannical than were 
the taxes imf)osed by George III. This is because 
the farmers are unorganized, and usually without 
a knowledge of the real conditions. Commercial 
slavery of this degree is as bad as personal slavery. 
Thus the greatest class in the production of wealth, 
on which all others depend, is at the mercy of a 
few. The farmers unorganized are demoralized in- 
dustrially, and without any influence on the situa- 
tion at all proportionate to their importance. Com- 
paratively speaking, they are powerless. They grow 
all the stuff possible and sell it for what they can 
get — and then wonder why the year's balance sheet 
does not show a better result. 

The agricultural industry of the country is still 
the victim of the most intensive competition sys- 
tem ever established. Each farmer is in constant 
warfare against all the others. Each is striving to 
produce the greatest yields possible— in face of the 
indisputable fact that the larger the yields the low- 
er the prices — and then he sells the products with- 
out the least regard to other producers. In this 
way the markets are oftentimes glutted ^x\d 
conditions produced for organized specAA'aX.ot's. 
gramblers to perform their perfect vjotVl \tv d^e^^^^*^- 
ing prices. JSTotwithstanding that t\ve laxmex o\ ^-^ 
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day can produce five times as much product as the 
farmer of a few generations ago, his net earning 
capacity has not increased to keep pace with the in- 
comes in other lines, but rather decreased. At the 
same time he is obliged to pay more taxes to meet 
the extravagances in government and high prices 
for all he buys. Also his land which then was vir- 
gin soil has become in large part exhausted ; which 
item of itself represents probably half the value of 
his farm as it relates to producing crops, and will 
require good management, the outlay of much la- 
bor and a large cash sum to replace when he is call- 
ed upon to increase his average yield to keep pace 
with increasing consumption. 

The American farmer of to-day is not living from 
his investments in farm land, but as a mere laborer, 
and receives less than half as much pay as the 
union laborer, yet works harder and longer hours. 
In short, the farmers of the United States can only 
continue in business on the present basis by using 
the cheapest labor on earth, i. e., wife labor, child 
labor, and labor of their babes. The prices set by 
speculators and gamblers for the fine grain, vege- 
tables and fruit — ^the products of God's earth — com- 
pel the agriculturist to resort to such unbearable 
extremities. No hired men can be secured to take 
their places at wages the farmers can pay. While 
the nation and states cry against female and child 
labor in factories, not a word of protest is raised 
against the toil of the farmer's wife arid children. 
Why is it so that the iarmets, ^\vo witl 
earth, Srst possess the food axid cXoVKvft^ ^>\^^\vts.— » 
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wool and cotton — ^are the creators of nearly* all real 
wealthy the foundation of all our institutions, who 
are the most numerous and as a class the most 
wealthy, have become reduced to this condition of 
slavery? 

It is a stupendous problem which, if solved, will 
mean more for humanity than anything since the 
Christian era. If the farmers can demand and se- 
cure equity in all their business relations with other 
people it will mean the beginning of a new era for 
' them and through them will make a social and in- 
dustrial millennium for all humanity. 

Let us see what, then, can be done to elevate the 
agricultural business of this country and of the 
world and place it on an equality with the best of 
other professions and industries. 

The fact that capitalists and laborers are so ef- 
fectively organized makes it especially important 
that the farmers should organize. It is becoming 
clearer and clearer every day that whatever advan- 
tage either the capitalistic or laboring class wins, is 
won not so much at the expense of the other as at 
the expense of the great bodies of unorganized peo- 
ple who can not defend themselves. When wages 
are forced up by a strike the farmer pays a large 
part of the raise by an increase of price on what he 
buys. When trusts lift prices simply because they 
have the power to do so, this increase also is large- 
ly made out of the farmers who are the greatest 
consumers. It must be so. The sttVte X^el'^ wcv to- 
ganizations is hound to hurt the utvca^MiviA^- 
When Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Baer agree otv atv Kxv- 
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creased scale of wages, Mr. Baer at once shoves up 
the price of coal. Or when the government makes 
a new law compelling the railroads to spend more 
money to give better service they promptly raise 
the freight rates and the public pays the bill. I t is 
the same way with any organized class or industry 
whether the increased cost comes for improvement 
or for defense in courts, the public must pay the. 
bill. The closer the unions and the trusts get to- 
gether and the more government trials and expens- 
ive investigations and defenses, the more certain it 
is that the unorganized mob of consumers, of which 
the farmers constitute by far the largest element, 
will have to pay for whatever gain either wins, or 
expense incurred, because they are not in a position 
to pass it along. 

From every point of view, therefore, it is impera- 
tive that the farmers should organize, not for po- 
litical, but for business reasons. Surely the man 
who raises the crops ought to have something to 
say about the price he gets for them. He should 
also know how much wheat, for instance, is being 
raised, so he may know what it is, in equity, worth ; 
and, let me say, a needful commodity is always 
worth, in equity, what it cost to produce it, with a 
fair margin for profit added. This margin should 
be rated the same as others have set on their goods. 
The cost should be found on a basis that allows the 
producer a wage equal to what others get, interest 
on investment, a, sum that will repair waste or over- 
come depreciation of the plant, v^\t\v ^to^X. 
Then we have an equitable value, li Vv\?> m^xV^x \% 
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in danger of being glutted it should be as easy as it 
would be quite as justifiable for him to curtail his 
output or marketing as it is for the manufacturer. 
He should have it in his power, as the laborer has, 
to say that he will not work except for fair remun- 
eration. As it is now he is hedged around by the 
scheming of the shrewdest men in the world who 
manipulate his market in mysterious ways. Be- 
sides this, his business is also subject to other un- 
certain conditions, such as weather, insects, blight, 
rust, etc. He can not escape from his thraldom 
to the natural causes. But he ought, as a freeborn 
American citizen, to vow that he will break the 
chains of slavery to the other masters. 

The question is simply one of the application of 
power. The farmer has the power to get whatever 
he wants, and to make his life what it should be. 
He must learn how to use it. No power except 
highly organized power is of any value in these 
times. The individual man is industrially powerless 
in the United States to-day. Two things, therefore, 
seem to be clear. First the farmer must use his 
power to the end that he may be his own master, 
and not the slave of others and the burden-bearer 
of the nation. Second, he must learn that the only 
way in which he can use the power which is his, 
is through organization, an organization of his own, 
controlled by himself, and in his own interest. By 
doing this he will benefit, not only himself, but all 
classes of society. It is not proposed tYv^\. Vv^ ^CivtA 
wag-e a war of offense but simply one ol ^el^^'^^* 
He IS not to ask privileges, but to oxv 
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rights — ^rights which other classes of society now 
exercise without question from any one, rights 
which in the farmer's case are Divine. Power 
applied through organization is the industrial law 
of the day. The farmer must rule his life by it. 



CHAPTER II 



There's the wily speculator. 
Who forms his rings of steel. 

While the honest man is toiling 
In the hot and scorching field. 

He is lying awake and planning, 
Tou may rightfully suppose. 

To cheat the honest farmer 
Out of everything he grows. 



THE WILEY SPECULATOR. 

In Frank Norris's great novel, "The Pit/* is this : 
"They call it buying and selling, down there in 
La Salle Street. But it is simply betting. Betting 
on the condition of the market weeks, even months 
in advance. You bet wheat goes up. I bet it goes 
down. Those fellows in the pit don't own the wheat ; 
never even see it. Wouldn't know what to do with 
it if they had it. They don't care in the least about 
the grain. But there are thousands upon thous- 
ands of farmers out in Minnesota and Kansas or 
the Dakotas who do, and hundred of thousands of 
poor devils in America or Europe who care even 
more than the farmer. I mean the fellows who raise 
the grain, and the other fellows who eat it. It's 
life or death for either of them, and right between 
these two comes the Chicago speculator, who raises 
or lowers the price out of all reason, for the benefit 
of his pocket. Here is what I mean, ^V3». 
J/ we send the price of wheat dowtv loo l^x, "Oesfe 
farmer suffers, the fellow who raises \1\ \i vie %ew^ 
It up too far, the poor man in Amerie^i ox ^>xxo^^ 
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suffers, the fellow who eats ;t. * * * The only 
way to do so that neither the American farmer nor 
the consumer suffers, is to keep wheat at an aver- 
age, legitimate value. The moment you inflate, or 
depress that, somebody suffers right away, and that 
IS just what these gamblers are doing all the time, 
booming it up, or booming it down. Think of it; 
the food of hundreds and hundreds of thousands 
of people, yes millions of them, just at the mercy 
of a few men down there on the board of trade. 
They make the price. They say just how much the 
peasant shall pay for his loaf of bread. If he can't 
pay the price he simply starves. And as for the 
farmer, why it's ludicrous. If I build a house and 
offer it for sale, I put my own price on it, and if 
the price offered don't suit me I don't sell. But if 
I go out there in Kansas and raise a crop of wheat, 
I've got to sell it, whether I want to or not, at the 
figure named by those fellows in Chicago. And to 
make themselves rich, they make me sell it at a 
price that bankrupts me." 

That is a true picture of the actual situation. 
Farmers sometimes talk as though they believed 
that this gambling in wheat is a good thing for 
them, but they forget that what they want is a cer- 
tain definite and steadily maintained price; not a 
high price that will stimulate over-production, but 
an equitable price that will always secure the ne- 
cessaries, comfort and some of the luxuries of life. 
A good price for a large crop, as well as for a short 
crop. A steadily maintained price, made by farm- 
ers, on the farm, instead of the uncertain price 
made by the speculators and gamblers on the boards 
trade in large cities. They m^cy ^xv^ xcvs^sl^ 
money — a few of them — out oi an occ^.^\on3\ 
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but the artificially raised price stimulates holdings ; 
the farmers do not sell until the gamblers have 
had their innings on "ghost" grain, the price breaks 
and the farmers rush their produce to market, and 
more often than not the sales are made on a falling 
market, and at prices as much too low as the cor- 
ner price was too high. 

If the farmers' produce were not a necessity, it 
would not be chosen for gambling purposes. Men 
do not gamble with diamonds, for people can get 
along without them. They do not gamble with 
air, for every one can get all of it that he needs. 
Farm products are chosen because everybody uses 
them, and also because, under present conditions, 
the farmers do not control them. 

Speculators know how prone farmers are to hold 
on a rising market, and this helps them to accom- 
plish their ends. In other words, the farmer does 
not control the situation. He simply supplies the 
chips with which the gamblers play the game, and 
even when he wins he does so in violation of the 
principles of equity. There is no design on the part 
of the gamblers that he should win. The grain pits 
are a curse to everybody that they touch. They 
are barnacles that have attached themselves on the 
produce of the earth. The speculators and gambl- 
ers in farm products are sap-sucking, unholy. God- 
less things that are holding up and gorging them- 
selves on labor's portion as it is created on the 
farn35. Boards of trade now run m Wve V^.t^'t 

are the DeviTs own workshop. w\\eTe: \\v^ t^v^^t^^'s. 

'or honest labor are forged to the ptof^V ^Nve. 
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producing class. They are the greatest blight on 
the body of industry — a danger that threatens the 
very life of the farming industry of America, They 
and their imps constitute a bold, fearless, devilish 
pov/tr, that defies the laws of morality, the state 
and nation. There is only one power that can de- 
throne them. It will be the grand, sweeping, ma- 
jestic strength of cooperative producers. 

Unorganized, the farmers are weak and the 
prey of all other strong individuals and organized 
classes. Organized, they will become the dominant 
power, and their business or profession will become 
the preferred on earth. Organized to put prices 
on their own products they can remove many of the 
uncertainties now attending farming, and elevate 
the profession until it will be the equal of manu- 
facturing, banking, merchandising, etc. Farming 
is manufacturing, banking and merchandising. To 
farm successfully requires a technical knowledge 
equaling that demanded by other professions, and 
more application and years to attain than most of 
the professions. Therefore, the successful farmer 
must be a man of attainment and broad business 
qualifications. He must be an educated man and 
his education must be directed along lines and to 
the end that will qualify him for his important po- 
sition as a farmer and business man, producer and 
marketer. This will particularly be true from this 
time forward, when more intensive farming must 
be practiced to meet the ever increasing demands 
brought about by the increasing -^ov^^X^^^wx ^\3A 
^Ae multiplying ability to consume. 
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Farmers can be a power. They represent the 
greatest invested capital and they are the most nu- 
merous. They own the earth from which comes all 
wealth, the food we eat and the clothing we wear, 
consequently they can control the industries and 
the food and clothing supplies. It is clear, in their 
fundamental position and numerical and financial 
strength, they hold the key to our entire social, po- 
litical and industrial system. 

It is clear that farmers have within them un- 
doubted great power, but they have been powerless 
commercially. They can only exert their power 
through organization and cooperation. There are 
only two questions before the farniers today, the 
one is : Do they want to become free, independent 
and a powerful factor — in fact the most powerful 
and inflential class in the world? The other is: 
Will they embrace the only way to accomplish their 
freedom and independence that will place them at 
the head in this country and others, socially indus- 
trially, and through their power of numbers be able 
to force a clean, strong, equitable government? 
Will the farmers answer these questions in the affir- 
mative, or do they prefer to be forever the prey of 
the gamblers, the transportation companies, and 
other powers which make whatever rates and prices 
they please, and discriminate in favor of one class 
and against other? 

To hold that this condition of things m\xs»t cciw- 
tmue is to hold that the farmers, otv wVvom ^ Ck>J«v^x^ 
depend for their very life, comiott ^.tvdi ^tWA^^^ 
to do business, must depend on those viVvo ^.t^^t^^-^ 
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dependent on them. If the farmers were able to 
put a value on each of their products the betting 
in Chicago would stop, for the gamblers would 
know that they could not settle except on terms 
made by the farmers. If farmers would control 
their own products, they could refuse to ship until 
the railroads gave them fair and equitable rates, 
and so along the whole line. No man can buy un- 
til some other one is ready to sell, and if the farm- 
ers of the United States could say through their 
organization that they would not sell till they got 
their price, and would back up the declaration, they 
would get it. They could corner the supply as 
easily as the Chocago gamblers can, simply by 
holding on to what is their own — to what no one 
else has any right to except on payment of the price 
demanded by the owner, and they would soon come 
to the farm, or to the farmer's representative — his 
society — and meet his terms. Only thus can the 
farmer win his freedom and independence, and he 
can do it without infringing on the rights of any 
one else, and to the infinite betterment of all. 

These questions seem simple enough, and yet 
they are apparently giving a good deal of trouble 
to certain classes of people who are already some- 
what disturbed at the thought that perhaps the 
farmers may decide to control their own business. 
In a recent number of Harper's Weekly, which is 
supposed to be dependent on certain Wall Street 
influences for its existence, there was printed an 
article entitled, "The Twentieth Century Farmer." 
It was, as all such articles commg itom such sources 
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invariably are, exceedingly flattering. We are as- 
sured, not only that the farmer is a good fellow, but 
that he has things pretty much his own way. "There 
are, for instance," the writer says, "scores of school 
districts in the thinly settled portions of the plains 
where the entire tax is paid by the railroads and 
eastern corporations, and farmers' children attend 
the schools so supported." But the school tax is a 
tax on property, ^and if railroads and eastern cor- 
porations own the land in these districts, is there 
any reason why they should not pay the taxes as- 
sessed against it? How can this be considered a 
bonus to the farmer? Further, we know — if we 
know anything about taxation — that corporations 
shift the burden of taxation whenever they can pos- 
sibly do so. If, in order to pay this school tax, the 
railroads raise freight rates, which are paid by the 
farmers, the farmers after all pay the school tax. 
At the most our case is simply one in which the 
farmers had a chance to get even — pass the tax 
along; there is no gratuity involved in it, yet this 
movement means more than is yet evident. The 
tax will not be passed along to the innocent con- 
sumers as I will show. 

The Harper's Weekly writer speaks of the ex- 
pense incurred by the general government for ir- 
rigation as something wholly for the benefit of the 
farmer. Surely it is for the benefit of all — of the 
whole country. Every foot of new territory opened 
up adds just so much to the wealth of all, and brings 
down the cost of food. This, certainly, is not to tKe 
speciaJ advantage of the farmers as z. c\a.^^. TVisrj 
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are precisely the people that would be least bene- 
fited by it. Every new farm created out of the pres- 
ent arid region means just so much additional com- 
petition of the farmers already engaged in operat- 
ing farms. 

I have opposed this irrigation scheme at every 
opportunity and claim that if the government really 
is desirous of doing something for the farmers it 
•can accomplish much more at less expense by help- 
ing the present farmers to irrigate their lands. Our 
present farms are not producing a third as much as 
they can, and must in a comparatively few years, 
when the population of the world has doubled again. 
Our averages of thirteen bushels of wheat, twenty- 
seven of com, and other crops in proportion are 
distressingly low. Consumption has fully caught 
up with production, in fact in some lines is ahead 
of production. If the flow of the farm products to 
market was not hampered and restricted by the self- 
ish interests of speculators and gamblers, and the 
uncertainties of values, which enter into every 
transaction in agricultural products under the pres- 
•ent system, the consumption today of grains, meat, 
fabrics, fruit, etc., would be immensely more. In- 
tensive farming that will double, and finally treble 
the yields of our farms will be a necessity. It is 
not too early to begin now. This means irrigation, 
fertilization and scientific cultivation. Instead of 
the government, at fabulous expense, opening up 
a vast area of land that God did not design for culti- 
vation until the more favored portion of our do- 
main was producing it its maximum, it can more 
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equitably help the present farmers along the road 
to prosperity by irrigating the eastern part of our 
country. 

One acre of irrigated land is equal in producing^ 
ability to two or three of non-irrigated land in the 
Mississippi Valley. Therefore, if the government 
would carry out its irrigation scheme completely 
in a short time, it would set our, present farmers 
back a generation, and possibly prevent them from 
realizing their fond hopes of profitable prices for 
farm products. Our farmers are now just arriving^ 
at the point where they can rise above the compe- 
tition of new territory being opened up for culti- 
vation, and it would be a great calamity to subject 
them to this artificially created competition. 

Let the government encourage irrigation and in- 
tensive farming on our present farms. It will re- 
sult in dividing the large farms into smaller ones; 
prevent the small ones from being merged into large 
holdings; furnish new homes for millions of fam- 
ilies in sections of the country where the conditions, 
are most favorable for social enjoyment and in- 
dustrial success. True, this plan may not be of a 
great benefit to a few railroad corporations and 
other powerful interests and for that reason may 
not command the attention of congress, but it would 
benefit many millions of the common people, and 
add untold millions to the wealth of our country. 

The fact is that there are practically no laws for: 
the benefit of the farmers, and it is the intention of 
the corporated powers, through the po\\\\^"a\ tm.- 
chines, that there shall not be any. Out^ \^ ^ ^on- 
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ernment by the people in theory, but by corpora- 
tions in practice. The people have won their way 
with little help from the federal government. In 
the very article under consideration we are remind- 
ed of the futile efforts of the farmer to get favoring 
legislation. "Once in a while," it said, "there is a 
political insurrection, and a Farmers' Alliance 
sweeps the boards, sending farmer legislators to 
frame super-partial laws, which later are blasted by 
courts." So it is, and so it must ever be until the 
farmers learn how to exert their strength in practi- 
cal ways and for practical ends. But we are told 
that "the settler demands the Indian's land and 
gets it." "That he demands the ranchman's graz- 
ing territory and obtains that." Of course this i§ 
true, and it would be true if there were not a gov- 
ernment in existence. For the natural evolution is 
from the savage state to the pastoral state, up to 
the agricultural state. Nothing could keep the 
farmer from getting the lands of the Indian and the 
ranchman. But the moment the farmer attempts 
to better his condition then we hear a howl from 
the men who use every power they have, not simply 
to help theselves, but to persuade or force the gov- 
ernment into helping them. So we have this in 
the article in Harper's Weekly: 

"The demagogue devotes a great deal of attention 
to the farmer. Frequent schemes for uniting the 
wheat-growers or for forcing up the price of corn 
are evolved ; cooperative plans to make unnecessary 
the 'middleman' are exploittd — and usually with 
provision for a salary of commission to some 
shrewd city promoter who would not. krvoNsi ^ 
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binder from a corn shredder. Every little while the 
telegraph tells of the probable formation of a 
mighty union of farmers to reduce or limit the acre- 
age of some crop. It ends in smike — it was the 
dream of a schemer who hoped to profit by its suc- 
cess." 

The threatened combination of the farmers is 
clearly not looked on with approval by the financial 
interests. Nothing that would benefit the farmer 
ever was looked on with approval by those interests. 
So in this article, the farmer is warned against 
^'demagogues" seeking to make money out of their 
schemes, as if the very men who sound the warning 
had not all their lives made their living by "farm- 
ing the farmers." There are many good texts in 
this Harper's Weekly article. Here is another: 

"There are indications that the farmer does not 
take these things (proposed organizations) as seri- 
ously as he once did. He reads the daily maga- 
zines; he understands something of the other side 
of life. He travels more than in the days of high 
railway rates; the excursions back east for 'Old 
Home Week' bring him in touch with people of 
other states. He is made broader and happier. 
Most important of all, he is learing to make of his 
occupation a business, and when that is done, he 
ceases to consider himself the favorite of fortune. 
As a result he becomes a business man, and takes 
rank among the captains of industry — not the com- 
mander, for none is supreme in rank, but an equal 
sharer in the advancement and prosperity of the 
nation." 

Well, if the farmer has become a business man, 
why should he not act as a business rcv^cTv"^ OnJcv^^ 
business men strive to the uttermost \.o eoxv\.Tc\ "O^v^ 
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market ; they form gigantic combinations to limit 
output, to lift prices, to regulate wages, and to 
"work" the government. Surely it is not demagog- 
ical to urge him to do what other business men are 
doing in the way of managing their own business. 
If Mr. Morgan may combine all the steel mills of 
the country in one great organization, there would 
seem to be nothing wrong in the farmer attempting 
to apply the same method to his own business. If 
he is to be a "captain of industry," he should profit 
by the examples of other captains of industry as far, 
of course, as he keeps within the law and the re- 
quirements of sound morals. Nor is there any rea- 
son why the farmer should not be the "commander," 
and "supreme." The farming class outnumbers any 
other class in the country. There are more than 
25,000,000 men, women and children engaged in 
agriculture, and upon them we all depend for our 
very life. Probably one-half of the people in gainful 
occupations are either farmers or people closely 
connected with the cultivation of the soil. Their 
products constitute the great bulk of our exports, 
and their crops are the most valuable asset that the 
country has. We might survive the loss of our steel 
mills or of many of our great industries, but if our 
farms were to quit producing the country would go 
to ruin. Why should not the farmers be supreme? 
And if they strive at something less than supremacy 
— namely, mere parity with the rest of our peo- > 
pie — ought they not to be encouraged? What is 
urged here is that the farmer should realize that 
he js, what Harper's Weekly says he is, "a business 
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man/' and govern himself accordingly. He should 
play the part which we all agree is his, use business 
methods, look out for himself and his own interests, 
and use his vast power for his own good. Surely 
there is nothing radical in this. No line of action is 
^ marked out for the farmer which other business 
men do not follow to their own advantage. It is no 
more demagogical to say that the farmer ought to 
make his own prices and regulate his marketing 
than it is for a Wall Street promoter to suggest to 
the steel men that they can make more money by 
combining for the purpose of controlling the market, 
regulating wages, and dictating prices. The cases 
are precisely parallel. 

The real truth is that the critics of such a policy 
on the part of the farmers know that it would be 
effective — and they do not want it to be effective. 
They know further that the plans now proposed — 
some of them in operation already in a limited way 
« — are marked by none of the weaknesses that 
characterized the Grange, the Farmers* Alliance, 
the Farmers' Mutual Benefit Association and the 
People's Party. The fruit growers in some sections 
have already organized, and they have much to do 
with securing a profitable market for their product. 
When they find that the market in a certain city is 
full and in another is bare, they divert the ship- 
ments from the former to the latter city; and the 
association keeps its members informed as to the 
state of the market. The tobacco growers have or- 
ganized and have raised their prices tVvt^e \!vkv^'^ 
over. They have rescued their busmess ^tom ^ 



36 THE THIRD POWER. 



poverty producing condition to that of certainty 
and sufficient profit. So there are other crops and 
some sections where the proposed plan is working 
successfully. 

There is nothing impracticable about this. If 
this limited cooperation is good, who will deny that 
complete national cooperation will not do more 
good. So when it is proposed to apply the same 
great principle of combination, which the Wall 
Street people have seen work so well, to the whole 
agricultural class, we have a great outcry against 
it. They think organization is good for all people 
and all classes but the farmers. Some educators 
have tried to point out other ways for farmers to 
make their business profitable. One of these ad- 
vised as a means to put wheat to one dollar a bushel, 
to "sow less wheat and put the ground in more pro- 
fitable crops." That's easy ; but he stopped too soon. 
Why did he not tell what these neglected crops are 
that would be more profitable? Another recom- 
mends, to cure all the ills of farming and to make it 
profitable, to "Always sell at the highest price." A 
very simple remedy. We recommend the farmer 
who can apply this remedy not to join a co- 
operative society. A certain professor of an agri- 
cultural college says, "Farm as we do. Our wheat 
yields thirty-one bushels per acre, while the aver- 
age in Indiana this year (1903) is about ten bu- 
shels." When I asked him what he thought wheat 
would be worth if all raised three times as much 
without the ability to fix prices, he said : "Well, I 
had not thought of that." AnolYvet ptofc?»^OT ot a 
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college advised farmers to "have patience and Di- 
vine Providence will work out their salvation." 
And so farmers' teachers have always been referring 
farmers to God when they knew of no remedy. But 
I don't think it right to throw the whole work on 
God. Besides it is written, "God helps those who 
help themselves." Therefore, can you expect help 
from Divine Providence if you sit still and won't 
help yourself? Others say: "Wait for the regenera- 
tion of man, and your troubles will disappear." 
Having waited many hundred years already for this 
much desired consumation, I can not see much en- 
couragement in this advice for present day farmers. 

Organization by farmers is objected to now, 
simply because they know it will be effective in the 
light of the twentieth century experience. No bet- 
ter argument in its favor ought to be asked. But 
why object? Organization of farmers on the plan 
proposed will not harm, but will benefit every legiti- 
mate business, and all people engaged in useful oc- 
cupations. 



CHAPTER III 



lu the rustle of the cornfields. 

And the plowman's weary tread. 
And the fingers of the tassels 

Raised beseechingly o'erhead — 
In them all a thousand voices 

Whisper in the listening ear, 
"Toil will ne'er possess its products 

Until Equity is here." 

In the broad and waving wheatfields, 

A million heads may bow. 
And in sunlight gold may glitter, 

Promised fruitage of the plow; 
Still the passing breezes whisper 

In the anxious listening ear, 
• Toil's Just reward will linger 

Until Equity is here." 

So with orchard's blushing treasure. 

And with meadow's wealth of hay. 
And the lowing in the pastures. 

And the garden's rich array — 
All proclaim the same sad warning. 

Toil in vain will seek its own» 
For each season's stores will vanish 

Until Equity shall come. 

—John P. Stelle. 



THE THIRD POWER A REAL POWER. 

We thus have the three powers — money power, 
organized labor, and the farmer. And the question 
is as to the necessity of making the third power— 
the farmer power — a real power. Let us consider 
£rst the relation oi these three powers, as things 
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now stand, to the business of government. When 
a man is elected to congress he finds that the capi- 
talist and the working man are keenly alive to their 
own interests, and that they are both capable, 
through organization, of exerting, and as a matter 
of fact do exert, much influence in Washington and 
in various state capitals. Their representatives 
throng the lobby and committee rooms, and press 
in the most vigorous way on the lawmakers the 
claims of labor and capital. If a tariff is to be made, 
abundant opportunity is given to both capital and 
labor— especially to the former — ^to be heard, and 
the opportunity is improved to the uttermost. When 
a question of subsidy comes up the rich men who 
want the subsidy do not hesitate to urge the matter 
on congress, and congress is exceedingly deferential. 
The workingmen have got their eight-hour law, 
arbitration statutes, laws regulating the operation 
of factories and mines, anti-child labor laws, anti- 
alien laws, weekly wage laws, etc. And all this is 
taken as a matter of course. But back on the farm, 
far out on the lonely prairie perhaps, is a man who 
works with his wife, children and babes, harder 
than any other class of people on earth. There is 
no law passed to prevent child labor on the farm. 
No eight or even ten hour day. He works from 
sun to sun and then some more, and oftentimes 
when the year rolls around receive a smaller wage 
than convicts who are farmed out to corporations. 
Our new congressman hears little or nothing of him. 
He does not spend much time in congte^^vOTvA 
legislative halls. He is not consulted 2l\>omV X.'axvS.'s* 
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or subsidies. No lobby fights his battles. He is 
practically forgotten. Congress taxes him for the 
benefit of the capitalists, and he does not com- 
plain — nay, he seems to feel that he has no reason 
to complain. He has his duty on wheat and a few 
other crops, to be sure, which in no way affects its 
price, a duty which is imposed simply for the pur- 
pose of making the farmer believe that he is get- 
ting some return for the taxes that he is forced to 
pay for the benefit of other people, and which, in 
effect, works to the benefit of the speculators and 
gamblers, by preventing a flow from outside coun- 
tries when they want to manipulate the markets 
here. If a farmer goes to Washington he feels so 
honored and flattered by any little attentions his 
representative may show him that he never thinks 
of suggesting that he needs anything in the way 
of legislation. And when the representative comes 
back to the district for re-election he talks of the 
honest farmer and sturdy yeoman, and every one 
feels that the account is square. 

There is no use in getting angry at this, for the 
fault is wholly with the farmer. The politician 
knows perfectly well that in dealing with the farmer 
he is dealing with individuals, or with individuals 
who are divided into many different classes— even 
by their own societies, which number about 5,000 
distinct organigations — by political and sectional 
prejudices. But he knows quite well that when a 
capitalist or a labor leader calls on him at Washing- 
ton he has back of him a great and powerful organi- 
zation which is able and ready to punish its foes and 
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reward its friends. He has learned, too, that the 
farmer can be made to believe that he himself is pro- 
tected by the very taxes that are levied on him for 
the benefit of others. But the main point now to be 
considered is, that the farmers are isolated, and in- 
capable of concert of action. In these days men do 
not get things unless they go after them. The farm- 
ers do not go after them, and so they do not get 
them. Men in public life have to be coerced or per- 
secuted into doing things. It is so much easier to 
drift along without doing things, that the statesman, 
who is always looking for the line of least resistance, 
is never disposed to champion any cause that de- 
mands affirmative action, unless the representatives 
of that cause force it on his attention. It is easy to 
ignore and forget the farmer on the lonely and far- 
distant prairie. It is not easy to ignore the rich lob- 
byist and his champagne and terrapin, in Washing- 
ton. 

My purpose in all this is, frankly, to make the 
farmer discontented, not so much with conditions 
as with himself for allowing them to exist. Discon- 
tent that breeds investigation ; investigation, knowl- 
edge; knowledge causes action and action the rem- 
edy. Therefore, I want to make farmers discontented 
so they will investigate, get wise, and act. Here we 
have a class of men, the most numerous in the 
country, who fail to get what they ought to have, 
simply because they do not combine to get it. Farm- 
ers should not have anything to which they are not 
entitled. And it is not the intention ol >Nt\\.^T \.o 
Sirray them against their brethren oi c^.v\\.^V\^'^\^ 
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and labor classes. All that is desired is that the 
farmer should profit by the example set by these 
other classes. The demand is for equity and noth- 
ing more. And equity for one is equity for all. The 
farmer can not be truly prosperous without benefit- 
ing the whole country. The country can not be 
prosperous without the farmer is prosperous. Keep 
the farmer prosperous and we can not have hard 
times. So the cause of the farmer is the cause of 
the nation, and of every citizen of the nation. Pros- 
perity begins and ends on the farms. Therefore, 
Iceep the farmers prosperous, keep the source of 
prosperity pure and strong, and it will flow a pow- 
erful stream that will invigorate every industry. 

Having shown how organization helps the capi- 
talist and the workingman in their relations with 
the business of government, it is now necessary to 
show how it helps them in the ordinary conduct of 
their own private business. The threshermen afford 
an excellent illustration. Recently in Indiana they 
liave been asking and getting six or seven cents a 
tushel for threshing wheat. The threshermen have 
an exceedingly effective organization, and it makes 
the price for threshing wheat. The farmers have 
to pay it. The question is not whether or not it is 
fair, but whether the threshermen can compel their 
customers to pay it. Feeling that the price was too 
high, some farmers recently tried to buy threshers 
and thresh their own grain, but they were told by 
the manufacturers that they would sell machines 
only to members of the threshers' association. Thus 
the farmer is confronted, not only by the threshers' 
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association, but by a partial combination between 
that and the threshing machine manufacturers. 
Again it is a case of the organized against the un- 
organized, and, as always happens, the unorganized 
lose. They must lose. The farmers pay prices fixed 
by others, and they sell at prices fixed by others,, 
thus burning their candle at both ends. There is 
neither equity nor common sense in this, but they 
are slaves to the system and will be until they can 
make their own price and pass the expenses im- 
posed by others along. 

So the appeal is to the Third Power to become a 
real power, to the end that it may make itself felt 
for the good of all the people. If it is right for the 
thresher to say what he will charge for threshing the 
farmer's wheat, it is right for the farmer to say 
what he will charge for his wheat. It is at least not 
equity for the farmer both to buy and sell at prices 
made by others. If we admit that it is right for 
those who sell to the farmer to fix the prices at 
which they sell, and we don't dispute it, we must 
also admit that it is right for the farmer to fix the 
prices at which others shall buy from him. But 
really it is not a question of right at all — it is a ques- 
tion of power. If the farmer is to free himself from 
the compulsion to which he is now subjected, he 
must do so by his own act. And it is better so. A 
prosperity won by one's own effort is better and 
more securely based than that created and guaran- 
teed by government. The solution of the problem 
is not to be found in Washington, bv\t OTvA^ve. l^xm^- 
There Is no need to ask for favors. TVve poVv^xoauX^ 
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can not greatly help, and we don't propose to call 
on them. The farmers organized, and pricing their 
own product", will be so strong in the control of the 
food and clothing of the world, which the other peo- 
ple must have, that they can put any price on them 
that they want to. Thus they can meet prices, ex- 
penses, and taxes, imposed by others. The farmers 
organized, don't need to care whether there is poli- 
tics or not, nor how much they are taxed only in 
so far as they may be interested in another class — 
the consumers. Nothing should be asked of the 
politicians except treatment that will make it pos- 
sible to deal equitably with others. 

If my argument is sound it is clear that the farm- 
ers need not look to lawmakers, Divine Providence 
or anywhere but to themselves. 

It has been said of the Irish people that they have 
fought successfully in all battles except their own. 
This is largely true of the farmers. They have la- 
bored, and struggled and paid taxes for others, and 
upon their intelligence, industry, and thrift, to-day 
depend the welfare and prosperity of the nation. 
The farmers in the United States have been the sol- 
diers of civilization. They have reduced a wilder- 
ness to subjection, and have made it a fruitful gar- 
den. They have endured loneliness, hardship, se- 
vere toil, privation and hunger, in order that others 
might be fed. Our export trade, of which we boast 
so much, and which has indeed attained tremen- 
dous proportions, has been swelled by the fruits of 
the labors of the husbandman. The factory, the 
railroad and the mine all live off the farm. We 
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talk of labor as the source of all wealth, and so it is 
— but it is the labor of the farmer. And yet we 
find that, after all these years these men on the firing 
line of our American civilization, who should be the 
most independent men in the world, are dependent 
on the captains of industry, the promoter, the un- 
derwriter, the labor leader, and the grain gambler. 
It is time to end this dependence. And unless the 
American farmer rouses himself, he will have to al- 
ways be content to have his business controlled by 
others, to be called a "jay," a "rube" or "hayseed," 
and to see himself caricatured in the comic papers 
and on the stage as the ridiculous victim of the 
gold-brick swindler and the hay-fork note peddler, 
and indeed no gold-brick swindle was ever so palpa- 
ble as that which is inherent in our present indus- 
trial organization. The Third Power can end it 
when it becomes a real power. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Come shoulder to shoulder. 

Ere earth grows older! 
The cause spreads over land and sea. 

Now the earth shaketh. 

And fear awaketh, 
But joy at last for you and me. 

—William Morris. 

WHY OTHERS OPPOSE. 

But why, it may be asked, should the speculators 
and the moneyed men, the bankers, manufacturers, 
railroad people, etc., object to the organization of 
the farmers? There are many reasons, each one 
of which, however, is an argument in favor of the 
organization when considered from the farmer's 
point of view. Suppose some fall Mr. Hill, or Mr. 
Harriman were to back their cars up into the wheat 
country, after having made every arrangement to 
transport the crop, and should find that there was 
no wheat to carry; and suppose the railroad presi- 
dent should find that the farmers had all resolved 
that they would not let go of their wheat for less 
than a dollar a bushel. If this resolution were 
backed by a national organization, the consequences 
for the railroad and the consumers would not be 
pleasant. The effect on stocks would be disastrous, 
and a panic would surely follow. TVv^A. utX^'s^^ 
conces5ic7/25 were made to the f armer* Arv^, ^'s^ 
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capitalists and speculators think they don't want to 
make concessions to the farmer, they would in- 
tensely dislike being put in a position where they 
would have to make them or suffer ruin. 

Every one that has a grip on the farmer, who sells 
to the farmer at exorbitant prices — all would find 
that their grip was broken, and that on the contrary 
the farmer had the upper hand. 

The mere shifting of power from the few to the 
many would be enough to rouse opposition on the 
part of the few. Oligarchies always hate democ- 
racies. The four or five men who now fix railroad 
freights throughout the country would naturally 
feel that it was an impertinence for the 10,000,000 
farmers to insist on being heard on the subject. 
They can get along with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, but from 10,000,000 organized people, 
''preserve us!" they exclaim. Those few men may 
combine to regulate the commerce of a continent, 
but the farmers may not contrive to regulate their 
own business and to demand equity from others. 
They think control by the few is right and proper*, 
but control by the many is a bad thing. The banker 
might find that, with such a combination, the farm- 
ers would have to borrow less money, and that they 
would have more to say about the rate of interest 
and the security than they do now. If, when the 
representatives of the organized manufacturers 
went to Washington to demand favors at the ex- 
pense of the people, they found themselves con- 
fronted by a lobby of able and intelligent men repre- 
senting the farmers' organization, the job of push- 
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ihg through tariffs might be more arduous than it 
is now. Some of the beggars for tariff might ac- 
tually be called on to show why they needed them 
and ought to have them. 

As for the speculators, they would not find life 
wholly pleasant under the. proposed conditions. 
When, to return to Mr. Norris's book, Curtis Jad- 
win tried to corner the wheat supply, he was beaten 
by the new crop which came pouring in. Here is 
how it happened: 

"And the avalanche, the undyked ocean of the 
wheat, leaping to the lash of the hurricane, struck 
him fairly in the face. He heard it now ; he heard- 
nothing else. The wheat had broken from his con- 
trol. For months he had, by the might of his single 
arm, held it back ; but now it rose like the upbuild- 
ing of a collossal billow. It towered, hung poised 
for an instant, and then with a thunder as of the 
grind and crash of chaotic worlds, broke upon him, 
burst through the pit and raced past him, on and on 
to the eastward and the hungry nations." 

What if the farmers had controlled that "un- 
dyked ocean of the wheat/' and had refused to let 
any of the ocean get through the dyke ? The price 
would not have broken, and the corner would have 
won. But with farmers organized there would have 
been no corner by Jadwin. And what right had he 
anyhow to control the price of wheat for months? 
Neither he nor any of his tribe could do it if the 
farmers would assert their power. It would be 
the same way with the stock market. As it is now, 
a few pirates get hold of some great gTaw^eT to-a.ftL, 
"mer^e" it with another, buy the roads \iy ^^Y^xv%, 
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for them out of their own treasuries, stock and bond 
them out of all proportion to their real value, issue 
"short-time" notes, and then expect them to pa3r 
dividends and interest. So rates must go up — and 
they do go up. They combine to regulate rates, dis- 
criminate against non-competing points, and it all 
comes out of the farmer. The legitimate value of 
the shares depends on the amount of business that 
the roads do, and on the price of the stuff they haul. 
The farmers, I estimate, are responsible for three- 
fourths of the tonnage hauled by the railroads and 
stored in warehouses, yet I venture the assertion 
that not one board of Railroad and Warehouse Com- 
missioners in all the states has a farmer represen- 
tative. It is on this basis that the speculation pro- 
ceeds. Who would attempt to bear the market if 
he knew that the farmers' combination might refuse 
to send any farm products to market? The value 
of the shares would, as now, depend on the earning 
capacity of the properties, but the farmers would 
have a good deal to say about what that earning 
capacity should be. And this would be a great 
dampener on the speculative spirit. Grain and stock 
gambling would be much less popular than they arc- 
now. There would be a new and controlling ele- 
ment in the problem. And it would operate for the 
good of all. The case of the manufacturer would 
be much the same. He is, as are we all, interested 
in selling dear and buying cheap. Backed by the 
government tariffs, and assisted by his combination, 
he has it in his power to make, or at least largely to- 
inBuence prices. With those to whom he sells and 
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from whom he buys unorganized, he occupies an ex- 
ceedingly strong position. It would be less strong 
were his customers, the farmers, also organized. 
They might still have to pay the manufacturer's 
price, but they could, if organized, sell at their own 
price. The manufacturer, as do all the rest, "looks 
with distrust" on any movement looking to an or- 
ganization of the farmers. This is natural, because 
all former farmer organizations were directed to 
pull the other person's business down to a level 
with unsatisfactory agriculture. But it is different 
in this movement as I will show you and there is no 
reason why the banker, merchant or manufacturer 
should be alarmed. Now it is proposed to build 
agriculture up to a level with the best of them. 
Therefore these people are needlessly alarmed. In 
fact, when the plan to make the Third Power a real 
power is understood they will approve and help it. 

Nor can the political phase of the question be 
disregarded. The tremendous power which organ- 
ization would clothe the farmers with, could not be 
ignored by the government. If the combined agri- 
cultural interests of the country should ask the men 
at Washington to take off a protective duty — even 
though it were for the special benefit of Mr. Mor- 
gan's steel trust — that duty would come off. If the 
demand were made for special legislation in the in- 
terest of the farmer or the consumer of his products, 
even though it might injure the manufacturer, or 
middleman, that demand would be complied with. 
Were the farmers organized, some plan -womX^X^^ 
found for checking the aggressions and ey^X-OtWonSk 
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of the railroad and food trusts. All this is perfectly 
well understood by the minority that now controls 
the government, yet, should the farmers think it 
worth while to make any demands for legislation it 
will be more in the interest of the consumers than 
from any necessity on their part. When the farm- 
ers co-operate and name prices on their own prod- 
ucts they will be so strong in their fundamental 
right to price our food and clothing products which 
the balance of the world must have that they can 
meet all aggressions by others. What matters it if 
the railroad charges fifty cents a bushel for trans- 
porting grain to market? The farmers' price of this 
bushel of grain — when the farmers represent tha 
Third Pov/er — was made out on the farm before the 
transportation company touched it, and was a profit- 
able price. Therefore, I say, if the Third Power con- 
cerns itself about legislation, taxes, transportation, 
etc., it will be in the interest of the consumers, and 
to promote the maximum consumption by prevent- 
ing the railroads and middlemen from imposing un- 
fair rates. On the whole it is surprising that any 
person should oppose the organizatidn of the farm- 
ers, and sneer at this plan looking toward that end. 

But there is even more in it than this. If there 
were resistance on the part of any class to the farm- 
er's demand for fair prices for his products, and if 
the farmer should refuse to sell them for less, it is 
evident that there would be panic and starvation. 
The farmer can live on what he raises, and can 
even, as he once did, make his own clothes. But 
the men in the banks, the offices ^ivd the mills must 
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have bread, vegetables, fruit and meat. Suppose 
they could not get them. Pushing the case to this 
last extremity you can easily appreciate the extent 
of the farmer's power, the absolute nature of his in- 
dependence. God rules in Heaven, and the farm- 
ers own the earth. .All others are suspended some- 
where between and are absolutely dependent on the 
'farmers in this world, as on God in the next. The 
farmer is, or may be, if he chooses, wholly self-sup- 
porting. No other class of the community can be 
for all men rely, and must rely, on the farmer to 
keep them alive. If he should decline to market, on 
the ground that he was not being paid sufficiently 
for his service, a crisis would be presented with 
which the government would have to concern it- 
self. Yet all the while the farmers would be doing 
nothing that the miners and manufacturers are not 
doing every day. Indeed, they would be doing only 
what other men are now doing with the farmer's 
grain, meat and produce. The only difference is, 
that the farmer's corner would be more complete, 
and his control of output and prices, being applied 
to commodities that are absolute essentials, would 
be more disastrous in its results. But what would 
or could the government do? It could hardly con- 
fiscate farm products, or compel the farmer to sell 
them at prices unsatisfactory to himself. Surely It 
could not compel those men who failed or refused 
to put in crops lest there should be overproduction, 
to cultivate their farms against their will. 

The arbitration question here presented, \l \\. \5i 
a question at all, would be one far mot^ ^\^c>3\X. 
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than that between the anthracite miners and oper- 
ators which President Roosevelt arranged for, and 
practically compelled. The government could not 
destroy the farmers* organization and continue to 
permit capitalists and workingmen to organize. 

The difficulty would in all probability be adjusted 
either by fair compromise, or by a complete yield- 
ing to the demands of the farmers. But the problem 
would not be solved. On the contrary, the govern- 
ment would have had such a warning as would 
drive it into the adoption of a just policy. Theoreti- 
cally we have the most just government in the 
world. The preamble of the constitution reads 
thus: 

"We, the people of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common de- 
fense, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessmings of libery to ourselves and our posterity, 
do ordain and establish this constitution for the 
United States of America." 

"To establish justice"— this is one of the pur- 
poses which our forefathers had in view in adopt- 
ing the constitution. If it is found that justice has 
not been established, it must be either that the con- 
stitution is defective, or else that we have been false 
to its principles. It makes no difference which o£ 
these alternatives is true, the fact remains that our 
government at the present time is not conducted in. 
accordance with justice and equity. It has too many 
favorites, and among those favorites the farmer is 
not found. He is taxed, not only for the support of 
the government, but for the benefit oi oXJaex^ cA \v\s 
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fellow citizens, who are not taxed for his benefit. 
As taxes are levied on land and as land can not be 
hidden from the taxgatherers, it follows that he pays 
proportionately more taxes than do those whose 
wealth is in money or stocks or bonds, which can be 
hidden. Under our constitution has grown up a 
system of laws which favor the corporations and 
trusts at the expense of the individual. And it has 
come to pass that our government is weaker than its 
citizens. The combination of politicians, specula- 
tors and corporations controls the government- 
nay, is the government. 

To illustrate: The powerlessness of the central 
authority would be brought home to all men in 
such a struggle as that between those wanting to 
buy farm products (food and clothing) and those re- 
fusing to sell them. The people would demand that 
their government should at least be as strong as its 
most powerful citizens, or as the most powerful 
combination of citizens. Then it would be able to 
do equal justice to all. And we should all realize 
that justice pays — indeed that it is essential to the 
perpetuity of our institutions. So, without doing 
one illegal thing, or making a single demand on 
the government, the farmers could, were they or- 
ganized, work such a radical and wholesome reform 
as would transform our whole social order. All the 
people — and that is what the government ought to 
be, and in theory is — might conclude to fix a mini- 
mum price for the necessaries of life, and say that 
no one should be compelled to sell fox \^^^ 
price, or that, if the crisis were grave, axv^ o^v^ 
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offered that price should get the commodities. At 
least the government would realize that it could not 
afford to be unjust to the farmers, the most numer- 
ous class in the country. If we are to have a class 
government at all, and this ought not to be, we 
should have a government of the largest and most 
influential class. If we are to have favoritism, it 
should be favoritism, not for the minority, but for 
the majority. If it be said that the scheme involves 
socialism, the answer is that socialism for the many 
would be better than socialism for the few. If the 
government helps the manufacturer to make prices 
which are often exorbitant — as it does by imposing 
tariff taxes — it surely might help the farmer make 
prices that are fair and just. So the result of the 
effort of the farmers to organize to control their own 
business might easily have the effect of forcing re- 
forms all along the line, and I predict it will have. 
Hence, hasten the farmers' organization — the Third 
Power — the equitable government. 



CHAPTER V. 



UNITE, LOYAL FARMERS 

Unite, O loyal farmers, . 

Beneath the banner true 
Of equity and justice, 

That shall thy foes subdue. 
Cooperate with others, 

And helped by numbers* might. 
Go forward into battle . 

For liberty and right 

Unite, O loyal farmers. 

Fear not tike active foe; 
The right shall ever conquer 

For those who reap and sow. 
Fair Justice, ever smiling, 

Holds out her hands to all 
Who follow in her footsteps. 

In answer to her call. 

Unite, O loyal farmers. 

Waste not your time in rest. 
Nor talk of mighty efforts 

If money you possessed; 
But seek for higher prices. 

Reward for toil and care. 
Let nothing you discourage, 

But all things do and dare. 

Unite, O loyal farmers, 

And in one happy band 
Press onward for the conquest 

Of this, your native land. 
O let your watchword ever 

Be Equity for all; 
Unite and quickly level 

Oppression's mighty wall. 

Unite, loyal farmers, 
Press on — press on lo-^ia"^; 
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The time Is ripe for action. 

Let nothing you dismay; 
For victory is coming, 

To those who brave the wrong 
And push with earnest vigor 

The cause of truth along. 

— ^Effle Stevens. 

NO GOOD REASON FOR OPPOSITION. 

It has been said, and it is not surprising, that 
those who are now more or less in partnership with 
the government, should oppose and sneer at this 
effort to organize the farmers. And yet there is no 
good or honest reason why they should not welcome 
it and cooperate with it. For its purpose is not to 
help any one class at thcexpense of the others, but 
by helping one class, which is now neglected, to 
help all, and to improve the general social and busi- 
ness conditions. It has been said that the country 
could not prosper unless the farmers prosper, and 
that the farmers could not prosper without benefit- 
ing all other classes. Neither of the statements can 
be denied or doubted. So the real reason why this 
movement is opposed is, that the men who oppose 
it are getting special privileges from the govern- 
ment, and they know that these would be taken 
from them when the Third Power compelled an 
equitable government. The fear is, not that the 
farmers would be unjust, but that they would insist 
on equal and exact justice to all. And justice is the 
last thing that the corporation trust magnates, graft 
gatherers and the tariff-pampered manufacturers 
want under the present system. Many men in this 
country at the present time thrive on inequity, and 
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so they do not want the present arrangement dis- 
turbed. 

The man who both buys and sells grain or other 
produce at prices made, not by the owners but by 
himself, knows well enough that he would have no 
just cause for complaint if the farmer made the 
prices on the farm. But he does not want this, be- 
cause he thinks it would interfere with his own 
game, and would curtail or destroy his profits. But 
he may be mistaken, as a certain profit would be 
better than an uncertain one. So the protected 
manufacturer, who buys in a free trade market and 
sells in a protected one, thinks he does not care to 
have the farmer share in that advantage. To his 
mind there is nothing wrong in compelling the 
farmer to pay tariff-raised prices on all that he uses, 
and to sell his products at free trade prices, and in 
competition with the whole world. The banker 
favors cooperation between himself and the farmer 
which shall enable the banker to fix the rate of in- 
terest which the farmer shall pay, but he thinks he 
would not like to have the farmers cooperate with 
one another so that they might become their own 
bankers or put themselves in condition that they 
don't need to borrow. The combined railroads, 
which, subject to the slight restraints imposed by 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, fix the rates 
on farm produce, will no doubt object to a combina- 
tion among the farmers to secure profitable rates, 
a fair price for their crops and regulate their move- 
ment to market Even the trade-wmoivs^ >«\\\0c^ 
vociferously, cud often violently, asset! t\\e rv^^. 




.Many Men in This Country at the Present Time 
Thrive on Inequity. See Page 58, 
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their members to say what wages they shall be paid, 
and who subject the country to great inconvenience 
and even suffering in the struggle to carry their 
point, might be disposed to deny the farmers the n 
right to combine for their own protection and in- 
dependence, on the ground that it might advance 
the price of living. Always this desire to secure an 
unfair advantage, or an advantage at the expense 
of some one else, develops opposition to an organi- 
zation among the farmers. 

But, as has been said, there is no good honest 
ground for any such objection. For the farmers 
propose to demand nothing that is unfair, unjust or 
dishonorable, nothing that it would not benefit all 
classes, for them to have. To illustrate : If farmers 
organize and put profitable prices on their crops,, 
they will have more money to spend for labor and 
will buy every necessity and many of the luxuries 
of life. It is only the profit that may safely be spent. 
Therefore, more profit — margin — to the farmers will 
benefit the country merchant, bankers, professional 
men, etc. To give a clear illustration of the bene- 
fits, we will assume a condition like the following, 
and it has been true many times in every com- 
munity : 

Surrounding the town of L is a wheat growing 
county. There was raised in 1906, 750,000 bushels 
of wheat. This wheat should have sold for $1.00 
a bushel or $700,000. But the speculators put a 
price on it of 70 cents a bushel and it sold for $525,- 
000, or a difference of $225,000. Itv oW^t 
through lack of power of the iatm^ts \o ^eX 
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price they should have had, that community is 
poorer by $225,000 than it would have been and 
this on only one crop. Every farmer, banker, busi- 
ness man, woman and child, in short every man in 
the town of L and surrounding country would have 
been benefited by this additional sum. 

Farmers intend to put such a price on their prod- 
ucts that they can hire the best help in the country. 
Thus the demand for union labor will be increased 
by millions. 

The illustration might be carried out indefinitely ; 
but what the use ? If unfair advantages are cut off, 
or other classes built up to a level, though the 
class enjoying them would lose something, it would 
lose nothing to which it was entitled, and every- 
body would be benefited. This government can 
not continue half just and half unjust, any more 
than it can be half slave and half free. Indeed, in- 
justice involves slavery, for the man who is th(e vic- 
tim of injustice is the slave of him who profits by 
it. Thus the question is one of emnacipation quite 
as much as it was forty years ago. 

So it is proposed to raise up this Third Power 
as the defender and champion of liberty. The man 
who is forced to pay one dollar more for an article 
than it is fairly worth, or to sell it for a dollar less 
than it is worth, is to the extent* of that dollar a 
slave. The toil represented in that extra dollar is 
as truly slave labor as was the toil of the black 
man forty yeari ago, or that of the miserable peon 
in the Alabama cotton-fields, or the Kentucky to- 
bacco fields a few years ago. And how can the 
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American farmer, who is grandiloquently spoken of 
by campaign orators as the freest man on earth, be 
free at all, in any proper sense, when he is com- 
pelled to market the fruits of his hard labor at 
prices made by some one else, who frequently en- 
joys, at the hands of the government, an advantage 
that the farmer does not enjoy? Many fantastic 
schemes have been devised for the emancipajtion of 
the American farmer, but they have all had one or 
two fundamental defects in that they looked in the 
first instance to the government instead of the 
farmer himself, or to the enslaving of all, so there 
would be, comparatively, no slavery. No people 
was ever freed except by its own exertions. 

"Who would be free themselves must strike the 
blow." 

So this appeal is not to the government, not to 
the politicians, not even to the law, but to the farm- 
ers themselves. If they show themselves worthy of 
the blessings which they crave, they can get them. 
The demand is not for government warehouses, 
free silver, unlimited issues of paper money, loans 
from the treasury on crops or land, duties on farm 
products, or even for the destruction of trusts and 
corporations, but simply for the use of the power 
which the farmers have to help themselves. The 
question is whether they are patriotic enough, in- 
telligent enough, self-restrained enough, determined 
enough, and wisely selfish enough, simply to put out 
their hands and pluck the fruit which hangs within 
ea.sy reach of their grasp. They, in the be^xixvm'^ 
at least, need no help from any one. Gov«Timexv\.^ , 
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are like God in one particular, in that they help 
those who help themselves. When people generally, 
and the politicians in particular, see that the farm- 
ers are in earnest about this business they will 
promptly co-operate and the farmers will find that 
they have as many real friends as they now have 
pretended ones. Success will bring unexpected al- 
lies, and will uncover and discomfit secret enemies. 

Would the American colonies ever have won 
their freedom if they had waited for France to be- 
gin the struggle? Nay, rather did not France with- 
hold her aid till she was convinced that the colon- 
ists could win their freedom even without her aid? 
The Cuban patriots battled for a generation before 
our great republic, at last convinced that there 
•could be no peace till Spain was driven from the 
island, intervened in behalf of Cuban freedom and 
independence. English liberties are the product of 
centuries of toil and fight, and it was the French 
people that won liberty for France and maintained 
it against combined Europe. So the American 
farmer must not whine, and beg, and supplicate, 
must not rely on politics and politicians, nor even 
on Divine Providence wholly, but must do as others 
have done, fight his own battles. The victory is 
sure. And when it is won, as won it will be, it will 
be found that all will be benefited. So it is true 
that no American freeman, able and willing to sup- 
port himself without bonuses or subsidies from the 
government, and without the protection of unfair 
and unjust laws, loving justice and fair play, and 
asking^ for nothing more l\\an \s oi T\^\vt his — an 
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honest reward for honest toil — need have the slight- 
est apprehension about this movement for the or- 
ganization of farmers. The beggars, the preyers on 
other men's wealth, the parasites, the government 
pets, the grafters, the boodlers, and all who look on 
government as an instrumentality for their own en- 
richtnent, may well be disturbed. But there is no 
warfare to be waged against the rights even of these. 
We want to take the broad and manly view of this 
movement. It is not a grab for privileges, or a 
vrar of reprisal, but simply a firm and resolute stand 
for justice and equity. The farmers are not going 
to ask any one to give them something. They are 
merely going to take what is theirs. The Third 
Power, representing the divinely established busi- 
ness of agriculture, when it is organized, will not 
need to ask favors; it will only have to insist on 
rights. Favors it does not want or expect. Rights 
it will have. 



CHAPTER VI 



A NEW REBELLION 

One hundred years and more ago, when America was 
young, 

And writhing 'neath the tyrant's chain, the cruel oppres- 
sor's wrong; 

Her gallant sons for freedom's sake went at the country's 
call. 

And faced the Cannon's shot and shell to bravely fight or 
fall. 

They fought and bled for liberty, that this fair land of ours. 
Might throw the tyrant's shackles by, yield but to higher 
powers. 

They fought the fight, in God's good time they won the 
victory. 

They laid the gory saber down and called their children 
free. 

But are we free? Does the sun in Heav'n look down on 
men today. 

Freed from all bonds of slavery, who own no tyrant's 
sway? 

Bo they tread America's standard soil all equals in her 
sight, 

All sharers in her bounty under Equity and right? 

Go ask the busy farmer there, who toils from sun to sun. 
If he enjoys that liberty, the right of such an one. 
He'll tell you that there still remains injustice in the land; 
That foul oppression grinds the sons of toil on every hand. 

The farmer knows no liberty, for Power holds the reins; 
He has to take the leavings after others count their gains. 
His fruits of labor are controlled by grinding Capital, 
And he is deemed a servant who, in fact, is king of all. 

To arma, to arma! then men ot brawn, ^ou ^otL \M.ttIe 
once. 
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Gird on your shining armor now and rally to the front! 
Take freedom for your battle^sry, your watchword Equity, 
And make the tyrant tremble when your ready sword they 
see! 

Fear not though you have tried and failed for lack of 
Union strong. 

Cooperation will succeed and right will conquer wrong. 
Think you that our forefathers quailed when foemen 

charged the field? 
They bravely met each sharp attack and would not, did 

not yield. 

Then, farmers, rise in all your might and strike for liberty; 
Demand your rights in unity, then call this nation free. 
Put forth your earnest efforts in this grand and glorious 
fight, 

Associate, then work and pray, and Gtod will guard the 
right 

—Maude E. Smith Hymers. 



AN EQUITY SOCIETY 

A little further elaboration of the general help- 
fulness of the proposed plan may lead to a better 
understanding of it. It has been said that the farm- 
ers could not be prosperous without benefiting all 
classes, and that the prosperity of the country de- 
pends on the prosperity of the farmer. No one 
doubts the truth of these statements. They have 
a very important bearing on this argument. For, 
if they are true, as they are, it must follow that a 
movement to better the condition of the farmers will 
be in the intersts of all. And this is precisely the 
])oint that I desire to emphasize. For, unless it is 
made clear, the impression may prevail that we are 
making war on other classes and trying to seek 
advantage at their expense. TVve l>3Lt>i\\^t ^^"^ 
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into the case the more obvious will it become that 
this is not the purpose at all. 

What do the stock speculators mean when they 
say that the prosperity of the country depends on 
the well-being of the agricultural class? Simply 
that that class is the largest in the community, that 
all others depend on it, that our farm produce is 
our greatest national asset, and that a bad crop or 
a bad condition here is a national calamity. Foreign 
trade, railroad earnings, the price of stocks, bank 
deposits, wages, and of course the welfare of all the 
industries directly dependent on the farm, are all 
affected by the condition of agriculture. Prices are 
largely regulated by the ability of the farmers to 
buy. Thus, all our business and industry are based 
on the farm — ^it is the foundation on which the 
whole structure rests. Is it not clear that it is to 
the interest of all that that foundation should be 
solid and substantial? 

Look at the matter in another way. The farming 
class is the greatest consuming class in the country. 
When it, through stress of circumstances, is driven 
to rigid economy, sales fall off, stocks accumulate 
in factory and store, prices decline, collections are 
bad, there is le t available capital to loan, money 
gets tight just whfn it is most needed, and we all 
feel the pinch. Luxuries are dispensed with. There 
are fewer pianos and organs in the houses of the 
farmers, fewer pictures on the wall, fewer books and 
newspapers bought. The farmer and his family 
make the clothes do for another year instead of 
uying new ones. Farms are aWo^N^d to tuti down. 
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either because their owners can not afford to keep 
them up, or because they do not think it worth 
while. Improvements are not made ; less machines 
are bought, and fewer hands employed, and finally 
the gains of former years are wiped out. Then 
comes the mortgage, and the whole process of re- 
construction has to be gone through with again. 
We have seen it several times. It is all the result 
of a diminished consumption on the part of the 
farmers, brought about by low prices. With the 
farmer out of the market, or in it only to a limited 
extent, the market is bound to suffer, and all in- 
dustries be harmed. 

The first thing that the merchant wants to know, 
when he sends his commercial travelers out to the 
smaller towns, is whether the farmers are buying, 
and whether they are paying their bills promptly. 
The credit to be extended to the local merchant de- 
pends largely on the financial condition of the farm- 
ers. If they are buying liberally, and paying their 
bills with reasonable promptness, the city merchant 
knows that he can afford to sell larger bills of goods 
to the local dealer, and give him better terms than 
he could do under other circumstances. All this is 
elementary, and yet we often forget it. We seem 
to feel that prosperity , is maintained solely by the 
buying of the rich people in the cities who are so 
lavish with their money. But it is not so. The 
farmers are the great consumers, and when they 
cease to buy, or curtail their expenditures, they not 
only limit the market by just tKat mucVv, W\. 'Ccse^j 
lessen the power of people in t\ve ciWes Vo >cas^- 
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Smaller stocks in the stores mean a smaller output 
from the mills and factories, and that means re- 
duction of wages and of the labor force. So the 
working man consumes less. So, too, less freight is 
hauled, earnings and wages fall off in the railroad 
industry, and consumption again suffers. Thus the 
farmer is inextricably bound up with all other 
classes of society. 

Looking at the question, therefo.-e, from the non- 
farmer point of view, we see that it is one of main- 
taining and increasing the consuming power of the 
farmer, which is equivalent to the maintaining and 
increasing of the general consuming power. And 
that is a result which all are interested in bringing 
about. Thus this movement is not for the good of 
the farmer alone, but for the good of all — ^the good 
of the whole country. To regard it in any other 
way would be singularly to misapprehend it. 

The name of the organization which is now in 
process of forming, and which will make the Third 
Power a real power is The American Society of 
Equity. It is not a farmers' society only, but an 
American society — that is, for all good Americans 
who want to see better conditions prevail on the 
farm. It is not a benefit society, but ah equity so- 
ciety. Benefits are always for an individual or 
class, while equity is for all. Indeed, it can not be 
equitable unless it is for all. Equity for one and 
not for another is not equity, but inequity. It is a 
society that knows no state bounds ; one that reaches 
from one side of the agricultural region to the 
other, and it is for all crops; out ttv2> evtrj \AxtOk&T 
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can join,and be the better for joining. So when 
we propose to organize and secure fair prices for 
the farmer, it is not simply that he may be bene- 
fitted, but that all may be benefited, and it has been 
shown that all would be benefited. To demand 
more than a fair price would be inequitable, and so 
that is not to be thought of. Fair wages for a fair 
day's work, fair profits for the manufacturer, fair 
interest for the capitalist, fair prices to the con- 
sumers, and fair values for the products of the farm 
— this is equity. 

It is important that this should be thoroughly 
understood. For the attempt will be made, indeed 
it has already been made, to make it appear that 
the farmer is proposing to rob others for his own 
enrichment. This has been the method used by 
other classes, and it is not surprising that those who 
have practiced it should think that the farmers are 
going to adopt it. In fact, unfairness is so preva- 
lent in commercial enterprises that every movement 
is looked upon with suspicion. The outsiders begin 
to look for the hooks that will catch them. The 
golden rule, "Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you," is interpreted today, "Do him 
before he has a chance to do you." But it is not 
so with this society. The name and purpose of the 
society alike forbid it. It is an old maxim that 
those who seek equity should do equity. 

Farmers are fortunate in being in such a position 
that nothing can benefit or help them which will 
not help and benefit all others. So they are not sub- 
jected to the temptation to prey on o\.\v^t% ^\v\Oc^ 
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other classes have yielded. If they would put their 
prices too high they would curtail consumption. 
Hence, how reasonable then that they will do every- 
thing possible to secure the maximum market. In 
fact, this is one of the leading reasons for organiz- 
ing and one of the princpal objects of the society. 
If the Third Power controls the other powers it will 
be only because it is the biggest and most essential 
to the national welfare, and so ought to control. 
But it will be ruled by equity, and in and by seek- 
ing its own good it will, even admitting that it may 
not mean to do so, seek the good of others. There- 
fore, there is no reason why it should be antagonized 
and feared by any legitimate interest or industry. 
Rather it should have the cordial and friendly co- 
operation of all who want to see freedom and in- 
dependence, peace and happiness, truth and equity, 
religion and piety established among the people of 
the earth. 
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CLEAR THE WAY 

Men of thought! be up and stirring night and day! 
Sow the seed! withdraw the curtain! clear the way! 

There's a fount about to stream; 

There's a light about to beam; 

There's a warmth about to glow; 

There's a flower about to blow; 
There's a midnight darkness changing into gray. 
Men of thought, and men of action, clear the way! 

Once the welcon^e light has broken, who shall say 
What the unimagined glories of the day? 
What the evils that shall perish in its ray? 

Aid the daring, tongue and pen! 

Aid it, hope of honest men! 

Aid it, paper! aid it, type! 

Aid it, for the hour is ripe! 
And our efforts must not slacken into play. 
, Men of thought, and men of action, clear the way! 

Lo, a cloud's about to vanish from the day! 
Lio, the right's about to conquer; clear the way! 
And a broken wrong to crumble into clay. 

With that right shall many more 

Enter smiling at the door. 

With that giant wrong shall fall 

Many others, great and small. 
That for ages long have held us for their prey. 
Men of thought, men of action, clear the way! 

— Charles Mackay. 

SUPPLY AND DEMAND. 

It is, of course, obvious to all that the price of 
farm products bears little or no relation to the co&t 
of producing- them. Wheat may taivg^ m ^xv:.'^ 
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from $0.50 to $1.00 a bushel, and yet it costs the 
farmers as much to raise it in years of low as in 
years of high prices. Fifty-cent wheat may even 
cost more to produce than dollar wheat. For the 
lower price indicates an abundant crop, and this 
means that the demand for labor is great, and that 
consequently wages of farm laborers are high; but 
the point is that there is no fixed and established 
relation between the cost of production and price. 
Surely there should be. The consumption of farm 
products is reasonably uniform from year to year, 
and there is not often any great decline in consump* 
tion that would account for low prices. There is 
little or no fluctuation in demand, no real surplus, 
and the cost of production is a fairly constant 
<iuantity. Yet prices have a wide range. 

Of course, it will be said that they are regulated 
by supply and demand — and how often have we 
heard that phrase; it is used very glibly by many 
men who have no knowledge whatever of its mean- 
ing. Let us try and find out what it does mean. 
Demand and supply are really the same thing— or 
at least they are the two faces of the same fact. 
Money in the hands of the man wanting wheat is 
supply, while wheat is what he demands. The 
farmer, on the other hand, demands money and sup- 
plies wheat. This would be clear if there were no 
money in the world, and if all trade were carried on 
by barter. Then all the goods in the country would 
be both supply and demand. It is only when we 
measure goods against money that we come to look 
on money as demand and goods as supply. So the 
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farmer demands money and supplies wheat, while 
the miller demands wheat and supplies money. So • 
the law of supply and demand describes the work- 
ing of a force that is not so simple and easily under- 
stood as we may at first think. 

Again, we talk of demand equaling supply, or of 
supply equaling demand. This means absolutely^ 
nothing unless we take into account the question of 
price. An increase of price will affect both supply^ 
and demand, increasing the former and lessening 
the latter. And this brings us to the main point 
to be noted in this connection, and that is, that the 
force under consideration is not a great natural 
force above and beyond the power of man to regu- 
late or control. We may say that the price of har- 
vesters is regulated by the law of supply and de- 
mand, and so it is. But the men who make them 
control the supply and manufacture no more of 
them than they think can be disposed of at a good 
profit. Further, by raising or lowering the price 
they can, and do, temporarily influence the demand 
for harvesters. And here is the thing to be borne 
in mind. We may admit that the price of farm pro- 
ducts is, or should be regulated by supply and de- 
mand, or, better still, by production and consump- 
tion, but still it is true that the farmer has — or may 
and should have — the power to say what the supply 
shall be. A controlled supply is as much within his 
power as it is in the power of the manufacturer^ 
So when the amateur political economist talks to 
you learnedly about the law of suppVy ^xvA. fti^xcvaxA^ 
tell him that you propose to make \.VvaY. \vw ^o^k. 
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for you instead of against you. Coal is mined and 
marketed under the law of supply and demand, but 
when the anthracite barons think that the demand 
is not sufficient to absorb their coal at the right 
price, although there are millions of tons down in 
the mines, they shut off the supply. If the price is 
too low they raise it at the rate of fifty cents a ton 
a month. The farmers may do the same thing, if 
they will. Supply and demand, certainly, — but they 
can make the supply large or small at pleasure, or 
withold it altogether. And you may play upon de- 
mand by raising or lowering the price of your pro- 
ducts as you see fit. Yet, always bear in mind that 
as much food and clothing will be consumed at a 
fair price as at an unduly low price. 

So the man can not be left out of the problem. 
And that is something that you must never forget. 
There would be no supply of farm products at all 
except for the intelligent work of the farmers. From 
their partnership with the earth flow these assets 
that we all value so highly. Supply is a human 
product, not a natural growth like breadfruit. It 
must be adjusted and regulated at all times to the 
demand, but only at a price that is fair to both par- 
ties to the trade, not a temporary over-supply at 
times to force prices down, nor a scarcity at others 
to force prices up. The plea is that these adjust- 
ments should be made by the farmers, inasmuch as 
the supply is theirs, and fhey are the only ones that 
can make the adjustment in a way to benefit all. 
And in making it they must consider, first of all, the 
cost of production — that is, wViat \.Vi^7 v^"^ ^^"^ ^ottv^ 



The Farmers May Do the Same Thing if They 
Will. See Page 76. 
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wheat, cotton, fruit, vegetables, dairy and poultry 
products, etc., in investments, toil, pain, abstinence 
and self-sacrifice. We see how it is in other de- 
partments of industry. Wages are regulated, we 
may say, by the law of supply and demand. Yet 
trade-unions control, to no small extent, the num- 
Ijer of laborers — thus regulating the supply. And 
they strain themselves to the uttermost to keep the 
supply of laborers small enough to insure good 
wages. The capitalist, on the other hand, deter- 
mines to a considerable extent the amount of capital 
available for the payment of wages, and endeavors 
to lessen the competition for laborers. Both these 
classes influence, in a marked degree, both supply 
and demand. Why should not the farmer do the 
same? 

So do not allow yourselves to be deceived by the 
-talk about supply and demand. What you have to 
decide is whether you are getting prices properly 
proportionate to the cost of production. It is clear 
that often you do not. Indeed, cost of production 
is the last thing that you, and those who buy from 
you, take into account. If wheat at one dollar only 
sufficiently compensates you, it is evident that 
wheat at fifty cents does not. There is no natural 
or economic reason for such fluctuations. They 
Tiave a bad effect in many ways. Who can make 
any definite calculation on such a basis as this? 
Here is the secret of the failure of many 
-farmers to make needed improvements. The 
owner is afraid to undertake improvements 
jfar tear prices will fail, and he may not be 
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able to pay for them. What would you think 
^ of a manufacturer who sold plows this year for 
fifteen dollars, but who was haunted by the fear 
' that, the cost of production remaining precisely the 
same, he might have to sell plows next year for tea 
dollars? The business simply could not go on. It 
I would be impossible for the proprietor to figure on 
prices, wages or raw material. Profits would be as 
I uncertain and problematical as they now are in the 
f farming business It is so in farming, which, after 
! all, is manufacturing. The farmer is capitalist, la- 
borer, manufacturer, scientist and landowner, so 
' that all the forces of production are combined in 
him. Now, with all these qualifications we want 
him to become a business man. The earth is his 
factory, the plant food his raw material, the plant 
his machine, and the crop his finished product. Yet, 
though he is the supreme producer, and though all 
the forces of production center in him, he is, under 
present conditions, the most powerless of all pro- 
ducers, and the only one who takes no account of 
the cost of production. Is it not time that he as- 
serted himself? He must quit increasing the sup- 
ply extravagantly and to his own hurt, and insist 
that the price at which he sells shall be such as to 
€am him a fair profit, year in and year out, over and 
above the cost of production. He can not do this 
by himself. So here, again, organization is abso- 
lutely necessary. 

To illustrate more forcibly the need of te^>\\a.\.vcv£ 
prices, we will say that, always, the latget \5cv^ cx^v^ 
the lower the prices. Frequently the Yat^esX. cc^^^ 
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sell for the least bulk money, and vice versa, the 
smallest crops bring the farmers the most money. 
This is proven in the corn crop of 1901. It was the 
smallest this country raised for many years, yet it 
brought to the farmers more money than any other 
corn crop except the one of 1902. This latter crop 
was the largest ever raised ; it had the advantage o£ 
high price>est€tHished by the preceding shortest 
crop, yet sold for comparatively little more than 
the short one. This condition is also illustrated by 
potatoes. In 1895 this country raised the largest 
crop in its history, and they sold for only about half 
the money as did the crop of 1901, which was the 
smallest for many years. The same is true of wheat, 
oats, cotton, fruit and other crops. An enterprise 
which is subject to such wide and violent irregulari- 
ties can not be healthy, and a system which makes 
them possible is bad and vicious. Any person who. 
will take the trouble to study the crop statistics 
will be convinced that something is wrong. It is 
clear from this showing that it is the large crops and 
low prices that are a menace to the farmers — con- 
sequently to the nation's prosperity. Short crops 
will make good prices for themselves, as then the 
buyers go to the farm seeking them, and the farmers 
can price them. 

By organization and co-operation the temporary 
surplus of any crop can be controlled — ^held on the 
farm or in the farmers' warehouses — and the same 
conditions produced as when the crop is small. All 
thst is necessary to do to make prices on the farm 
/s to control that part, whicVv, a\. \.\m^?», oM^T^\.ciO«s> 



FARMERS TO THE FRONT. 81 



the market, and which fixes prices on all. In other 
words, to keep the market in a seeking condition. 
We claim that as much of our food products will be 
consumed at a fair price to the farmer as at an un- 
fairly low price. The cities are fairly reveling in 
prosperity. Labor is better paid now than ever be- 
fore ; manufactured goods sell higher than ever be- 
fore. Therefore, the consumers off of the farm 
should pay a fair price for their food, even though 
it leaves them a little less for luxuries ; but we don't 
believe it will be necessary for the consumer to pay 
more. The advent of the Third Power will bene- 
fiicially affect distribution of farm products, elimi- 
nate some of the toll gates, and cut down the moun- 
tains of profits realized by unfair middlemen be- 
tween the producers and consumers. The success 
of the farmers' movement will guarantee an equita- 
ble price to the farmers, a fair margin to the middle- 
man, lower prices to the consumer, and a larger 
market for all farm products. By removing the un- 
certainties of prices, encouraging free buying and 
selling on certain and legitimate margins, greater 
consumption will result, again benefiting the farm- 
ers. 

This matter of making prices on farm products is 
the most important problem before the people of the 
world. It directly affects the entire population of 
our country, and many millions of people in Europe 
and other countries. As the United States is the 
great surplus producing country, it can make price?, 
on food products for the world. It has dotve W. \xv nJcv^ 
past, and has set the price too low. T\ve tesMW 
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been, our farmers are the poorest paid of all laborers 
in this country, and the European and Argentina 
farmers except where protected by tariffs are pau- 
pers. Through the Third Power operating throughl 
the American Society of Equity prices can be set on 
an equitable pasis, the American farmer will rise to 
an equality with the best business men of the na- 
tion, his profession will be above any other, and the 
European farmers will rise proportionally. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



MARCH OF EQUITY 

Face about aud turn to freedom. 

Shout our blessings o'er the land! 
Lift our flag of Equity, 

Show the emblem's triumph band! 
Convert foes or turn them under. 

Here is Equity for all; 
Let the light of this transcriotion 

Conquer prices to our call! 

Free our farmers, free our farmers. 

From the harmers of their price; 
We are striving, merchants thriving — 

Now we want our proper slice! 
We will break it, we will break it. 

With the wise man as our guide; 
Star is over Power the rover. 

Now we'll conquer ev'ry side! 

—Pearl Udilla Davis. 

NECESSITY OF ORGANIZATION. 

Perhaps it has not been made sufficiently clear 
that organization is necessary to accomplish the re- 
sults desired. It has been shown that the farmers 
ought to organize, and that organization is the law 
of the industrial and commercial world, and that in 
other industries organization has been found to be 
necessary. Further it has been argued that farming 
is a business quite as truly as manufacturing, and 
that the same laws govern both. It has been in- 
sisted, too, that unorganized power has little chawce. 
in the world at the present time, and tVvat \xm\."^ 
set/on Is necessary to make power ie\t. som^ 
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may ask whether it may not be possible, admitting 
that organization is desirable, for the farmers to bet- 
ter their condition, in the ways indicated, by their 
own individual efforts. This, at least, raises the 
question as to the scope of organization, for few will 
maintain that anything could be done without some 
combination. How extensive should it be? If you 
will stop to thing about the matter you will see that 
if the farmers of one county, or even of one state or 
section should agree to market only at a fair price 
they not only would fail to accomplish much, but 
they would put themselves in great peril. What 
would it profit the Indiana farmers to adopt this 
course while the farmers of other states were rush- 
ing their crops to market to be sold at whatever 
price was offered ? 

Suppose there were two stores in your town, and 
that the proprietor of one of them should make up 
his mind that the price of dry goods was too low, 
and that he would not sell to any one except at an 
advance of 50 per cent., and suppose that the pro- 
prietor of the other store should keep on selling at 
the old price. Obviously the latter man would get 
all the trade, and the former would have to meet 
his price or go out of business. If the anthracite 
coal men were in a combination, would it be possi- 
ble for any one of them to raise the price of coal as 
long as one kept on selling steadily at the- old price? 
Clearly not. The lowest price asked for a commod- 
ity must be the prevailing price, for the reason that 
the buyers will pay no higher price than the lowest 
3t which goods can be secured. 
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It is precisely so with the farmers. Recently the 
announcement was made that the farmers of Indi- 
ana seemed to be holding on to their wheat, and the 
question was asked whether attempts to organize 
them under the banner of "dollar wheat" were meet- 
ing with successs. One of the millers said: 

"It is a simple proposition which Indiana farmers 
will face if they withhold their wheat from the mar- 
ket. Other producers will supply the urgent de- 
mand and the holders will be glad to get what they ' 
can for their wheat after the others have sold out. 
The question resolves itself into the old one of sup- 
ply and demand/' 

The supply and demand question has already 
been discussed, but on the main point the miller is 
right. 

A combination of Indiana farmers can not fight 
against freely sold wheat in Other sections of the 
country. Another miller said that he had no doubt 
that there was a combined effort on the part of Indi- 
ana farmers to withhold their wheat, but he said, 
and truly, "Indiana farmers can not control the mar- 
ket here as long as we can buy elsewhere at the 
same price." But suppose they could not buy else- 
where? And this was the condition they met, but 
they did not want to admit it : Farmers were hoia- 
ing to a great extent in all the states, yet without 
sufficient organization and cooperative ability to 
force the price to the dollar mark quickly. The 
millers, however, would not admit it, and the state- 
ments made were calculated to stampede ^.-^xtc^* 
ers and cause them to market more iteeVj. T\v\^ oc.- 
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curred in August, 1903, and the farmers did produce 
a condition that fully justified dollar wheat by with- 
holding supplies and decreasing the visible to the 
lowest point in many years. The speculators, how- 
ever, were determined to Iiold the price down and 
defeat the farmers. Every bear argument that 
could be found, real or imaginary, was brought to 
bear. Another reason why prices were so stren- 
uously held down was the fact that the 1903 wheat 
crop was sold out by the speculators around sixty- 
five cents a bushel in the spring when prospects 
were so flattering and a nine-hundred-million-bushel 
crop was predicted; also millers contracted flour 
that would keep their mills grinding for months. It 
was to the interest of these speculators and millers 
to keep the price down as low as possible until they 
could fill their contracts. The obvious conclusion, 
therefore, is that the combination, to be effective, 
must include a large number of farmers. The tem- 
porary surplus of any crop must be controlled ; that 
is, a surplus must not appear at any time. I esti^ 
mate that one million farmers will be sufficient. 
This is only a comparatively small portion of them, 
but this number cooperating through one central 
head can, I believe, fully control the surplus of any 
crop this country produces, and fix the price equita- 
bly for all farmers in this country, and on staples 
like wheat, corn, oats, cotton and meat, set the price 
for the world. 

' The Grange and Alliance had millions of mem- 
bers; therefore, if farmers organized before, they 
can again, if there is a good te^isoTv iot \t. The rea- 
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son is more urgent now than ever before, also, the 
plan is so much more practical and the objects so 
much better, that I contend if the farmers will or- 
ganize once more, they will realize such great bene- 
fit that they will never disorganize. And it is such 
an organization as this that it is proposed to form. 
Also, we expect, after the million members are se- 
cured for the American Society of Equity, other 
millions will come, until its growth will be stopped 
because there is no more material to grow upon. 

The farmers' organization must be strong enough 
and general enough to regulate the marketing. The . 
question is not one of holding products, but of sell- 
ing them. The proposition is that they shall be held 
only for the purpose of securing a fair price. In a 
word, the farmers must make a seeking market, in- 
stead of dumping their fine, valuable products with- 
out system, like in the case of bankrupt stocks. 

Incidentally, something may be said about the 
ability of the United States to control prices of agri- 
cultural products. It is a fact, that, do the best they 
can, the other producing countries of the world of 
bread grains never have enough to supply the de- 
mand. Every year Europe requires many millions 
of bushels of wheat from this country. Without 
this, bread prices in the thickly populated countries 
of Europe would probably rise to fabulous prices, 
and we predict famines would be frequent. Claims 
may be made that production in other countries can 
be greatly increased. In some cases this is true, but 
at the same time population and cons\im^\\ow 
be increasing. Consumption has been \xvcTe"a.^vc\.^ 
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for a few years, faster than production. Figures 
clearly prove that consumption has been greater 
than production, even when production was unpre- 
cedentedly large. W can not hope to keep up the 
recent rate of production of bread grain except 
through more intensive farming or the opening of 
new territory. This letter is problematic. But 
suppose the area could be ougmented by another, 
empire equal in size and productive ability to our 
Mississippi valley. This great region has been 
put under cultivation within the memory of present 
men, and has not the world consumed the products ?. 
Are we likely to have such an increase in producing 
area in the next generation? I say no. In short, 
to supply the food for future generations, will re-, 
quire intensive farming. This means organization, 
co-operation and better prices, so our present farms 
can be brought up in fertility to in time produce 
double or triple the present low averages. 

To talk of foreign countries exporting wheat or 
other products to this country in view of our 25' 
cents a bushel protective tariff is absurd, even 
though prices were kept unusually high here. The 
more likely result, in fact the inevitable result, will 
be for foreign farmers to put their prices up to meet 
those of the United States. European farmers are 
more for co-operation than are the American farm- 
ers, and they will be glad to embrace the first op- 
portunity to get rid of the competition of this coun- 
try, in setting cheap prices. Besides, it is proposed 
to organize this society in all foreign countries. 
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Thus, we will have the Russian Society of Equity, 
the German Society of Equity, etc. 

But suppose it was not possible to retain the for- 
eign market on wheat — our principal export grain — 
and our farmers were confined to the home market. 
This country consumes enough wheat to make the 
crop profitable and farmers can well afford to quit 
raising for foreign markets. If farmers will organ- 
ize and get a profitable price for all their crops, they 
can also regulate the production by regulating acre- 
age. With profitable prices assured, farmers would 
not need to put out as large crops as in the past. 
With farming removed from the old system when 
labor was the only, factor that earned anything and 
the person who worked the hardest and the most 
hours in the fierce competitive struggle was the one 
who made the most, the tendency will be to not 
work so hard, and cut down the acreage. At all 
events, a short crop at a profitable price is always 
better than a bumper crop at a losing price. 

This country produces nearly all the corn of the 
world, and is the only one that has the soil and cli- 
mate to grow the crop successfully on a large scale^ 
On this crop we can surely dictate to the world. 

But there need be no fear about our market. The 
world needs — must have — our surplus and will pay 
a fair price for it when it learns that it can not get 
it at an unfair price, nor will the Argentine or Rus- 
sian exporters be able to beat the American farmers, 
when the farmers in these countries are also organ- 
ized in the Equity society. 

Do you not begin to see how pov^eti\A ^xv^\i^^\^^- 
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cent this organization will be ? Already the Chicago 
speculators have been heard crying for wheat. They 
can have all they want, but after the farmers' organ- 
ization is completed, only at prices made by it. And 
the work has only beg^n. You are asked simply to 
conduct your business as other business is con- 
ducted at the present time. 

It has been said that the twentieth century farmer 
IS a business man. It is for him to show it. The 
opportunity will be offered to him. A definite aim — 
dollar wheat and fair prices for all other crops — 
will be placed before him. We are to see whether 
he, like other busines men, is able to get what he 
goes after. To say that he can not do this is to 
impeach his intelligence. Other men have no dif- 
ficulty in seeing what is for their own good, nor 
will the farmer have. If others can organize, he 
can organize — and he can be true to his organiza- 
tion, especialUy when he would injure himself by 
being false to it. There will, of course, be pre- 
dictions of failure, as there have been already, but. 
they will come from the enemies of the farmers — 
from those who flatter him by telling him he is a 
business man and yet want him to act as though he 
were a child or a fool. But such criticisms are the 
surest indications of success. If the movement were 
hopeless or weak there would be no objections to 
it. The fact that there are objections to it on the 
part of those interested in defeating it, proves that 
it is practical and powerful. The people at large, 
who love fair play, will support the movement when 
tAejr fulUy understand it. 



CHAPTER IX 



THE FARMERS' FUTURE 

The dawn of light Is breaking 

To quiet farmers* fears; 
The sons of toil are awaking 

To enjoy peaceful, happy years. 

Then all that want protection, 
Here is the way, you plainly see: 

Don't continue competition, 
But join the A. S. of E. 

— ^W. R. Freeman, Woodville, Mich. 

CONDITIONS FAVOR ORGANIZATION. 

Undoubtedly one great, and probably unsur- 
mountable, obstacle that has hitherto stood in the 
way of any effective and lasting organization of 
farmers by any of the plans tried, has been the iso- 
lation of the agricultural class. When towns were 
few and widely scattered, means of communication 
meager, and when the nearest neighbor was dozens, 
or even scores, of miles away and without any 
means in the organization for frequent communica- 
tion, the farmer could, in the nature of things, know 
little of what was going on in the world, could have 
few or no relations with other farmers. Lacking 
knowledge of the lives of others, he lacked sym- 
pathy. There was no sense of relationship or inter- 
dependence. . Men in the same county vj^-t^ i^x\!cvfcT 
aparf than are men now in widely s^n^t^^ 
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Now, organization implies some closeness of touch. 
Men must know something of one another; care 
something for one another; have common interests 
and also a realization of the fact that their interests 
are the same. 

A few illustrations will serve. Capital can com- 
bine easily because capital moves freely from one 
point to another. It can be, and is, handled in large 
masses. A dollar in Indiana is as close of kin to a 
dollar in New York as is the closest neighbor of the 
New York dollar. Laboring men even yet find it 
difficult to migrate from one section to another, but 
capital flows freely to the place where there is the 
greatest demand for it. Distance is no barrier — the 
ocean is no barrier. A man may live in Kansas and 
have his capital working for him in the Philippines 
or in Wall Street. The natural tendency of capital 
is toward combination. And it knows nothing of 
isolation. Turning to labor we find that labor com- 
binations are easily effected because laboring men 
live in cities, and close together. Thousands of 
them work in the same factory or on the same rail- 
road. They meet constantly and talk over things 
affecting their condition. It is natural and easy for 
them to co-operate; indeed, they can hardly help 
doing so. Each man feels — and he would feel it 
whether there were an organization or not — that 
he is a member of a vast body, and he gets the 
daily encouragement of touching elbows constantly 
with his fellow-soldiers. Thus there is this sense 
of unity independent of the organization itself. He 
knows that others are interesled vtv V\m Is in 
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others. Combination and concert of action could 
not but come. And it was easy because the labor- 
ing men were close together. 

It has been different on the farm. The farmer, 
to be sure, knew that there were millions of others 
engaged in the same occupation as his, but he never 
saw them, knew nothing about them, and he could 
hardly help feeling that he was a lone skirmisher, 
not certain whether he would be supported by the 
main body or not. He worked for himself as others 
did for themselves, and, as a consequence, each was 
subjected to the severest competition from the 
others. Community of interest was not thought of. 
combination for industrial betterment seemed un- 
natural, and so, impossible. The conditions implied 
division and separation. Isolation was the bar to 
organization. But now all this is changed, and 
henceforth the tendency will be strong in the direc- 
tion of combination. The rural delivery, the tele- 
phone, the interurban trolley, good roads, the wider 
diffusion of books and papers, the growth of cities 
and towns throughout the rural region, have all 
served, and will increasingly serve, to bring the 
farmers closer together. The farmer can get to 
town every day now, where twenty-five years ago 
he could not, or did not do so once a week or once a 
month. Formerly he depended on the government 
or the speculators for reporting his crops, and they 
came so late as well as were so unreliable that they 
were of no value to him at all, but a positive injury. 
In his own business organization, V\\.Vv ^XV tcvot^- 
bers connected up by telephones dovjtv \.\vtOM^ "Osv^ 
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local, county and section unions to the National 
Union he will have a crop report of all marketable 
supply each twenty-four hours and can have a com- 
plete report of acreage conditions or yield of any 
crop whenever called for in an equally short time. 
Will there be an opportunity for speculators to ply 
their trade under such conditions? He meets his 
neighbors in societies and institutes, where they 
discuss subjects of interest to all. He, too, feels the 
touch of the elbow on each side of him, and knows 
that millions of others are fighting the same battle 
that he has to fight, and that they can fight it best 
by combining forces. Rural America is today one 
vast neighborhood with interests in common from 
ocean to ocean, and the American Society of Equity 
is specially constructed to promote good fellowship 
and co-operative industrial development. 

So we hear from all sides talk of organization. 
This means that organization is felt to be both a 
necessity and a possibility. When men — at least 
when Americans — are brought together the first 
thing they think of is organzation. No people that 
ever lived had such a capacity as the Americans 
have for concerted action. In the present case, I 
have not proposed to organize the farmers simply 
because I saw that conditions invited organization. 
This is the way in which great and successful move- 
ments always come. Prophets and seers may dream 
of wonderful things, but if they are in advance of 
their time, they try to accomplish them and fail, 
or, desparing of success, they attempt nothing. The 
enturies roll by, and at last, itv tVve i\3\Tv^^^ \!v5x\^^ 
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the man and the hour coincide and then the world 
takes a tremendous step in advance. Only the other 
day a man wrote a book on submarine navigation.. 
He showed that inventors had been busy with the 
problem for centuries, and that one boat had been 
built three hundred years ago, which actually did 
travel a short distance under water under propul- 
sion of oars. But the writer said that this inventor 
could do little simply because he had outstripped the 
possibilities of the science of his day. Steam navi- 
gation was then two hundred years in the future.. 
Even thirty years ago submarine boats were looked 
on as impracticable — ^Jules Verne writing fancifully^ 
of a trip under the sea as he did of a journey to the 
moon or the '•enter of the earth. Now the problem 
is solved not because the men of our day first 
thought of solving it, but because science had ad* 
vanced sufficiently to enable them to solve it — ^had 
given them the materials to work with. Much the 
same thing is true of aerial navigation. It is sc^ 
of reform movements. Even the Christian religion 
could not have spread so rapidly , had it not been- 
that the world was prepared for it. The Romans 
had built the roads over which missionaries traveled^ 
had welded mankind together, had estat)lished 
peace, law and order throughout the civilized worlds 
and created a system of government that was mar- 
velous for its efficiency. 

The moral is plain. Every influence that can be 
named is operating to bind the farmers together. 
Railroads, the telegraph, the wonderlu\ CTiexv'&voTv. cii 
the telephone service, the rural maW >Jcvfc 
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trolley roads, the growth of towns in proximity to 
the farm, the spread of education, the development 
of the scientific side of farming, the multiplication 
of agricultural schools and farm journals, the work 
of the agricultural department of the government, 
the settling up of the country, and, above all the 
right plan hos been devised. And these will com- 
bine to knit the farmers closely together, to destroy 
the old isolation, and to make the farmers them- 
selves see that organization is as natural and easy 
in their case as in the case of the city laborers, 
manufacturers and others. And now, with every 
condition favoring, the American Society of Equity 
has arrived. Those who have dreamed of an or- 
ganization of the farmers may now see their dream 
fealized. The new society is not an artificial thing 
imposed on a civilization not ready for it. On the 
contrary, it is the outgrowth of the very same in- 
fluences which have wrought such marvelous 
changes in the condition of the farmer. As the 
close association which the working men have with 
one another inevitably suggested organization, so 
organization will be suggested to the farmer by the 
closer associations that now exist between him and 
his fellow farmers. Isolation will yield, as it has 
done already to some extent, more and more to 
combination, and the farmers, united and acting to- 
gether for the good of each and all, will no longer 
be conquered in detail by other classes. Instead of 
ignorantly and unconsiciously carrying on a guer- 
illa warfare against one another, they will hence- 
th co-operate loyally and eft^ctw^V^ lot the im- 
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provement of the agricultural situation, because 
they can and because it will be profitable to do so. 
Who dare predict that farmers can not and will 
not stand by each other in a great national body for 
business benefits? He might as well attempt to 
deny that milions of farmers have not been loyal 
to the great political parties, Republican and Demo- 
cratic, these many years. If the farmers will rally 
to the support of their party in politics as often as 
called upon will they not be faithful to themselves 
in a business body? The farmers united in the 
great American Society of Equity will each find a 
brother at his elbow on the right and on the left 
who is wearing the badge, "For Profitable Prices." 
They all have common interests. When they are 
called upon by headquarters to express themselves 
on any matter it will appeal to them even more than 
politics. The appeal will not be ambiguous. What 
they will be asked to do will be for their benefit. 
Their self-interests will be appealed to and why 
should they do otherwise than cast their vote in fa- 
vor of their own interests? If the farmers are told 
to ask a fair price for cotton, wool, wheat, corn, 
oats, potatoes, eggs, milk, butter, tobacco, vege- 
tables, fruit, hogs, cattle, etc., and each farmer knows 
that the word goes to the millions of other farmers 
all over the broad land, do you suppose they would 
do the contrary thing? Or if we will admit that all 
will not obey, — ^some because they can not stop mar- 
keting, — ^there will still be enough in this great body 
to control the marketing and the price. All that will 
be necessary is to stop m^tkeXXtv^^ ^Vv^tvwer the 
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buyers will not pay the price. In other words, to 
supply the goods as the markets need them, and not 
dump them in uncertain quantities at uncertain 
times. The system of marketing the bulk of a crop 
soon after it is produced results in creating a large 
visible supply, which is used as a club ever after to 
beat down prices for the balance of the year. Specu- 
lators understand this to perfection. The clubs of 
"visible supply'* and "daily receipts" are the bears' 
leading arguments. The farmers can prevent a 
large visible supply by keeping the produce back on 
the farm and let it come forward graduallly during 
twelve months. And if they will sell only when they 
get the agreed price the buyers will look out for the 
daily receipts. When considering this matter of 
prices and marketing, farmers should always keep 
in mind this fact : That the world will consume as 
much of their products at a fair,, profitable price as 
at an unprofitable price. 




CHAPTER X 



THE LIGHT IS BREAKING. 

The dawn of light is breaking. 

The darkness disappears. 
The sons of toil are waking 

To drive away their fears 
Let all be up and working 

With all their might and main. 
To make our union lasting 

And all the youths to train. 

The work is now before us. 

Let's up and at it strong. 
Let not a member falter 

To push the work along. 
Let every one unite 

With shoulder to the wheel, 
And carry the heavy load aright 

That all may happy feel. 

When to our homes we do return, 

Our hearts are light and free 
To know we have our honors earned 

And made our brothers free. 
Come brothers, sisters, all. 

United now we stand. 
Come heed our leaders* call 

And make a firm, strong band. 

PRODUCING AND MARKETING. 

Something has been said of the influence of agri- 
cultural schools and papers, which is undoubtedly 
good as far as it goes. But it does not go far 
enough, and there is need here for reform. The 
whole purpose of those who teach agriculture as a 
science is, of course, to develop VVv^ sci^tvUflc side of 
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the business, and to teach the farmers how to make 
their land as productive as possible. This is well, 
but it must be remembered that what the farmer 
wants to produce is not crops, but money — or crops 
as a means of getting money. His aim is, or should 
be, to make his farm productive, but productive of 
money. To this end he should practice the econo- 
mies that other business men practice. Making ex- 
tensive use of machinery, keeping his soil in good 
condition, studying the question of crops and their 
rotation, observing the markets ; in short, trying to 
raise as big crops as possible are commendable, but, 
after all these are done, there is something more 
important. It is the profitable market. It is one 
that, in justice to the farmer, ought not to be over- 
looked by any of the teachers, speakers or experi- 
menters. 

The only people who profit more from a large 
crop than a small one are the consumers, railroad 
men, middlemen, and the speculators. The railroads 
charge as much for hauling a cheap bushel as a dear 
one, and the more bushels there are the better it is 
for them. The same way with the speculator and 
middleman. Cheap and abundant wheat is quite as 
profitable for speculative purposes as dear and 
scarce wheat. The farmer's prosperity, on the other 
hand, depends on both the price and the quant ityw 
As the freight is the same on the cheap as on the 
dear bushel, it is evident that a larger proportion of 
the price goes to the railroads in the iotmex Njcv^wv^ 
the latter case, to the reduction oi tVve IsLtmex'^ ^\o^\.^ 
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So the question is much more complex than it seems 
to be on its face. 

Suppose by the application of improved methods 
the average of wheat per acre could be raised from 
twelve to thirty bushels, and this is exactly what a 
professor of the Indiana Agricultural Experiment 
Station said the farmers could and should do, by 
coming to them and learning how. This on the same 
acreage as now would mean a yield of more than 
2,000,000,000 bushels instead of 700,000,000. Under 
present conditions the effect on price would be most 
depressing. No one can say how far the price would 
fall, but it is certain that the farmer would get less 
profit for the large crop than he now gets, even at 
the present moderate price, for the smaller one* 
While it is not possible to increase any of our crops 
so enormously as in this illustration, it will serve 
to show the folly of the farmers' institutions, teach- 
ing how to raise large crops without the ability to 
put profitable prices on them. Better devote their 
efforts to teaching them how to raise less ; as under 
present systems, if each farm would raise uniformly 
less, so as to always make a hungry market, our 
farmers would revel in prosperity. Better yet would 
be to join in the educational work and teach them 
how to get a good price for a large crop as well as 
for a small one, or give a balanced education. 

The farmer is more interested in the question of 
price now than in quantity of crop. However, with 
the ability to fix profitable prices on the farm, and 
prevent a surplus from appearing on the market at 
any one time, it will be ptact\eiV\y \m^o^^Mfc 
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raise a surpuls of any of our crops for many years. 
As we have shown, profitable prices will curtail pro- 
duction at first, rather than stimulate it, while popu- 
lation and consumption will go on increasing. 
Those who advise the farmer to raise larger crops 
and to make his land more fruitful, without the 
ability to fix prices, are, therefore, unsafe advisers, 
and unconsiously have been playing into the hands 
of the transportation companies, middlemen, and 
speculators. 

By all means the farmer should adopt scientific, 
up-to-date methods, but he should apply them to the 
marketing of his crops, as well as to the raising of 
them. Scientific business as well as scientific agrir- 
culture is needed. The crop in which the farmer is 
most interested is the crop of money. It is for that 
that he works. He does not want to raise crops 
simply for the sake of raising them. He raises 
them to sell. The money that he gets for them is 
his living. The bigger the crop the better, of course, 
provided the price is right. But, and here is the 
point, the bigger the crop, the greater is the neces- 
sity that the farmer should control the sale of it- 
Under the present free competitive system, a big 
crop may be, and frequently is, anything but a bless- 
ing to the man that grows it. When the crop is 
small it, in a measure, takes care of itself, even as 
things are today. It is when the fields are most 
fruitful and the conditions most favorable that the 
farmer is likely to find himself swamped by the very 
plenteousness of his yield. I have mad^ \!cv^ ^'Si^^x- 
tion that the short crops of 1901 yj^t^ t^^^ot\.^^\^ 
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directly and indirectly for bringing more prosperity 
to the farmers than any other crops they ever raised. 
Really they, the farmers, get their blessings in dis- 
guise. 

Thus it apears that the very instruction that is 
being given by the Department of Agriculture, at 
our agricultural schools, experiment stations, farm- 
ers' institutes and by farm papers makes further in- 
struction necessary. When you teach a man how to 
grow the largest possible crop on a given acreage, 
and press on him the necessity of doing so, you put 
yourself under obligation to show him how he may 
best deal with the products which he has raised in 
such abundance. Without this latter instruction the 
former may be worse than useless — ^nay, may be 
positively harmful. This is a subject to which our 
schools and papers ought to give their attention. 
Certainly the farmers should think about it very 
seriously. When you increase largely the output, 
you, of necessity — other conditions remaining the 
same — depress the price, unless you can control the 
marketing. A community or country will, however, 
consume as much at a fair price as at a low price. 
A fair price appears to add dignity to a com- 
modity, and makes it more desired. Besides, if we 
can keep the farmers prosperous by giving them 
good prices, we can keep the world prosperous, thus 
stimulating consumption. 

The present average yield of wheat is in the 
neighborhood of thirteen bushels an acre, and at 
that average the country can produce about 650,- 
000,000 bushels. That is enougVv ^t^setit time 
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to supply the needs of our people, and to furnish a 
quantity for export. Whether it would pay the 
farmer to raise more under the old conditions, de- 
pends entirely on the price he could get for it. A 
short crop at a high price might bring him more 
money than a large crop at low prices. This con- 
dition has frequently prevailed. In fact it is the rule 
that the smallest crops sell for more money than the 
largest ones. 

So the question is whether the price of the large 
crop, though lower than that received for the small 
crop, is still high enough to enable the farmer to 
make at least as much money net on his investment. 
If it is not, he loses. This question of the ratio be- 
tween quantity and price is of vital importance, and 
the ratio is one that is easily disturbed and thrown 
out of joint. He would be a bold man who, under- 
standing the matter, tells the farmer that he ought 
to raise more than he is now raising, and the farmer 
who will listen to such teaching without a protest 
does not deserve a better fate than has been his por- 
tion in the past. Yet the whole object of so-called 
scientific instruction in farming is to induce the 
farmer to do just that thing. 

But the farmer will not forget the questior^ of 
price. The American Society of Equity is not going 
to let him forget it. This is the first and great ob- 
ject of the society. It is the stepping-stone to the 
accomplishment of the Third Power. The society 
is willing to co-operate with the schools by show- 
ing the farmer how to market and by \v^V^\tv^ Vvwv 
to market proGtably the larger crops vjVv\c\\\v^\^^i^- 
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ing taught to raise. The two things — up-to-date 
farming and up-to-date business — must go together. 
No sane manufacturer makes more goods than he 
thinks he can sell profitably, or increases his facili- 
ties beyond what he believes to be the power of his 
customers or possible customers to consume. He 
does not put in new and elaborate machinery sim- 
ply that he may increase his output — whether ne 
does that depends on the condition of the market, 
and his ability to control prices — ^but that he may 
produce more cheaply and thus, if need be, to sell 
more cheaply, yet make more money. It should be 
so with the farmer. He must never forget the ques- 
tion of price, and must ever remember that the 
product which he is after is not corn or wheat or cot- 
ton, or pork or beef, but gold. He who gets the 
most gold out of his grounds is the most successful, 
up-to-date and scientific farmer. 

Good prices for farm products means increased 
prosperity/ and increased proseprity means greater 
consumption. The element of waste alone of food 
and clothing when people are prosperous is a great 
item, and will have an important bearing on the 
farmers' market and prices. 
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CHAPTER XI 



All hall the cause of Equity! 

Let all the nations ring 
With glad huzzas from wakened hearts. 

That blithsome tribute bring. 
In honor of the dawn of truth. 

Of justice, fair and right; 
For farmers who so patiently 

Have waited for the light 

That light is swiftly coming now; ^ 

It spreads along the way, 
And brightens all the world about 

With its hope-giving ray. 
Soon, soon the day of right will glow. 

In splendor through the land, 
When every farmer lad shall march 

In Equity's fair band. 

CAN FARMERS CONTROL MARKETING? 

Such are some of the needs of the farmer? It has 
been shown that they can be satisfied only through 
organization, and it must now be enquired whether 
The American Society of Equity is the sort of an or- 
ganization that the situation demands. A consider- 
ation of the subjects that it proposes to accomplish 
will at least prove that its founder intends it to do 
the work which it has been said must be done, if 
the farmer is to weild the power that he should 
wield. The objects that it aims at are precisely the 
ones that have already been put beiote >iVve t^^^l^^^ > 
the very first thing proposed is, thsit >3cve^ 
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should obtain profitable prices for all farm prod- 
ucts, including grain, fruit, vegetables, stock, cot- 
tion, etc., and their equivalents. It has been shown 
that the farmers oftimes do not obtain fair prices for 
these products, and that such prices can not be ob- 
tained without organization among the farmers. 
This is the theory on which the American Society 
of Equity is based. That organization can do this 
it has been the purpose of this argument to demon- 
strate. That the American Society of Equity can do 
it follows necessarily, if the argument already made 
is sound, for it is based on principles that have been 
set forth in the preceding pages. 

But there are certain details connected with this 
question of price that need further exposition. In 
order to get a fair price it has to be proved that the 
farmers are under no necessity of selling their crops 
at irregular intervals and in uncertain quantities, 
and this involves two questions: First, Have 'the 
farmers the facilities for holding them ? and second. 
Can they hold them? It is insisted that few 
farmers are driven to the necessity of selling their 
crops to the first purchaser that offers, for the farm- 
ers are even now the most completely self-support- 
ing class in the country. Many of them have been 
asked, "Why do you sell your crop now?" and the 
answer almost invariably is, "I have found from 
experience that the price is about as high now as it 
will be at any time, so I let it go." That is, they do 
not sell because they have to, but because they are 
dis^sted with former results when they held. They 
exercise a free choice, and t\vey cJcvoo^^ \.o 
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cause they think they can make as much money by 
selling as by holding. Undoubtedly this is the true 
reason in the majority of cases for their haste to get 
rid of their crops. The farmers think that the price, 
though not good, is as good as they can hope to get, 
and they fear that they may get caught in a decline. 
So they let go and then complain that farming does 
not pay. But do you stop to consider that some- 
body holds these crops— your wheat, oats, corn, po- 
tatoes, poultry, butter, eggs, fruit, tobacco, cotton, 
meat, etc. The world don't consume them — gulp 
them down — as soon as you let go of them. They 
go into elevators, cold storage houses, packing 
houses, etc. There they are held by comparatively 
a few individuals until the hungry consumer wants 
them, when they come forth with profits added. The 
present system of marketing by farmers is similar 
to that of throwing bankrupt stocks on the market. 
And the farmers adhere to it, not because they like 
it, but because they have no better way. The pur- 
pose of the American Society of Equity is to point 
to and provide a better way. And as the farmers are 
free agents, they can tread that way if they choose 
to do so. 

The other question is as to the ability of the farm- 
ers to hold their crops. This, too, is answered by 
the American Society of Equity. For another of its 
objects is "to secure equitable rates of transporta- 
tion, and to provide for storage in warehouses.'* 
There has always been more Sr less strife between 
the farmers and the railroads and the eX^N^Xox vcv\.^x- 
ests, and in that strife the farmers usuaWy \os^. 
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late co-operative societies have been formed in the 
western and northwestern states, the object of \ 
which is to enable the farmers to store and ship 
their own grain. As a rule they have been success- 
ful and profitable. These associations can easily 
affiliate with the American Society of Equity, and 
with the ability to control prices, as well as to save 
the grain trusts' profit and get equitable rates of j 
transportation, they will be in a very enviable po- 
sition. Without the ability to make equitable — 
profitable — prices, they will still be at the mercy of 
the trusts, speculators and gamblers. And without 
the power to hold the grain, prices can not be fixed. 
Thus the two things must go together. I claim the 
best place to hold gjain is on the farm in a good, 
safe, vermin-proof granary. The farmer then has no 
elevator charges to pay, which in public elevators 
is about one cent a month and eight cents a yean 
This is a heavy tax, and is about sufficient to build 
an elevator, if used to its capacity, in a year. The 
next best way is to have a community elevator. 
Several local unions of the A. S. of E. will join to- 
gether and erect it. And beyond this it is the design 
of the society to have large elevators in the leading 
market cities, where grain will be stored for mem- 
bers at lowest rates. Cold storage houses will serve 
a similar purpose and on the same system for 
I)erishable products. Individual members can store 
their fruit, poultry, or dairy products, meat, etc., in 
the local union line of storage houses, or consign- 
ments from local unions or large individual pro- 
ducers will be received m \\ve "i^^XlotiaLl Umon stor- 
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age houses. In this way the produce can be taken 
care of, the market supplied regularly with what it 
needs, and uniformity of prices maintained through- 
out the summer and winter. The producers will be 
benefited by higher prices and the consumers bene- 
fited by lower prices, because the mountains of 
greedy profits that are now added by unfair middle- 
men aid trusts will be cut out. 

But you mak ask, how are the poor farmers to be 
provided for? 

In the first place it will not be necessary to hold 
all crops at any time, and those who do hold will 
make a better price for those who cannot hold. 
Also our farmers and farms need the "rest cure,", 
and will not work so hard with profitable prices in 
sight, thus reducing the crops. 

Second, with the farmers organized and fixing a 
minimum (lowest) price dealers will see that they 
can not buy any cheaper, and there is a possibility 
that prices will be higher. Therefore, they will all 
want to buy all they can at the low price, and will 
put all their capital in the commodity when the 
poor producer must sell. 

Third, the society will provide for those farmers 
who hold their grain and other produce a rising mar- 
ket each month. This may be one-fourth or one- 
half, or one cent per bushel or hundredweight, de- 
pending on the commodity, kind of crop and the 
market. The advance will be sufficient to offset 
shrinkage, interest, etc. If there is a tendency to 
market too freely this monthly advance c^tv \ie vcv- 
creased to make it profitable to hold, 1\. t^^sotit 



112 THE THIRD POWER. 



able to believe that farmers will hold on to their 
crops if there is a certainty of making money by do- 
ing so. This monthly advance should be adjusted 
to a nicety, so it will not allow loss nor make a 
profit, but the inducement will be to maintain prices, 
which will result when twelve months' requirements 
are filled, by marketing one-twelfth of the annual 
crop each month. 

Fourth, grain in a granary or elevator, produce in 
a storage house or property anyhere in evidence, 
establishes credit. If cash is wanted for pressing 
needs it can easily be raised on warehouse reseipts, 
or on personal notes, at any financial institution. 

Let me say right here that the American Society 
of Equity does not propose to loan money to its 
members unless it engages in the banking business 
later. Also we want to effectually explode the 
theory of maintaining profitable prices for farm pro- 
ducts by the use of money. No individual, society, 
corporation, nor United States government can 
make and maintain profitable prices for farm pro- 
ducts by the use of money. It would be possible to 
keep prices up for a while by the use of money, but 
remember, when a price is paid for a commodity 
that you cannot consume yourself, you must find 
another party who will take it off your hands at a 
higher price, and here is where the trouble comes. 
If the farmers' society would supply the money to 
take their crops at profitable prices it would be a 
great thing for the members as long as it lasted. 
They — the members — would not need to concern 
themselves about anyt\\it\g the 
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farm and raise as large crops as possible and turn 
them into their soicety, which must not only pay 
-them a profitable price but find some other person 
to take them at a higher price. This is a sure way 
to run lip an unwieldy surplus. The only way to 
handle this problem is to make each individual pro- 
ducer responsible for production and "markets. If 
he produces too much he must take a lower price 
or hold it over to a season of less production. In 
this way he pays the penalty for his indiscretion. 
Also, if farmers will not sell at the equitable mini- 
mum price and foolishly hold out for a higher price, 
prevent the crops from going into consumption and 
run up a large surplus, the board of directors must 
declare a lower price, and thus they will suffer again 
for their stubbornness. The American Society of 
Equity does not stand for high prices but for equit- 
able prices, believing that as large consumption will 
result at a profitable price to the producer as at an 
unprofitable price. It will as strenuously oppose 
holding for unfairly high prices at it opposes selling 
for unprofitably low prices. 

How will the society secure money to build ware- 
houses, etc., may be asked? 

Farmers can do anything they want to do, or 
what they in equity should do, if they will organize 
and co-operate to put profitable prices on their pro- 
ducts. Suppose they would want to build or buy 
^elevators, cold storage houses, stock yards, tele- 
graph systems, railroads, ship lines, vcv^Vl^ ^Cio^ 
.country roads, etc., they could do tVv*^^^ \^xv£v%% 
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and not issue a bond, mortgage their property nor 
pay a cent out of their own pockets. 

Suppose they would add a little extra to each prin- 
cipal crop they raise and cut it out of the middle- 
man's ana trusts' profits. We have an iirustration 
like the following: 



Barley— 119,000.000 bu. at 10c per bu | 11,000,000 

Buckwheat— l()i;000,000 bu. at 10c per bu 1,000,000 

Com— 2,666,000,000 bu. at 10c per bu 266,600,000 

Oats— 943,000,000 bu. at 10c per bu 94,300,000 

Rye — 25,000,000 bu. at 10c per bu 2,500,000 

Wheat— 658,000,000 bu. at 10c per bu 65,800,000 

Potatoes- 273,000,000 bu. at 10c per bu 27,300,000 

Flaxseed— 19,000,000 bu. at 10c per bu : 1.900,000 

Apples — 175,000,000 bu. at 10c per bu 17,500,000 

Hay— 84,000,000 tons at $2.00 per ton 168,000,000 

Cotton— 4,717,000,000 lbs. at 2c per lb 94,340,000 

Tobacco— 868,000,000 lbs. at 5c per lb 43,400,000 

Swine— 10,500,000,000 lbs. at 2c per lb 210,000,000 

"EggB — 1,293,000,000 doz. at 5c per doz 54.650,000 

Dairy Products— 218,600,000 dollars at 10 per 

cent. Increase 28,160,000 



Total $1,086,450,000 



This, as you will allow, does not near cover all 
the sources of income to the farmers, and a like 
appreciation of value in other products would add 
additional millions to the total. Suppose this amount 
was to be expended for a few years, the farmer 
could own all the facilities for reporting their crops 
and markets, holding for advantageous prices and 
transporting them to markets. 

Another way: 

If it was not desired to raise money by an assess-* 
ment on the crops, each member, when he is getting 
benefits such as this society will give, will willingly 
P3jr a few dollars a year to pToV\Ae l^oK^ANAfc^ fetx 
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handling his business. With a membership of five 
million, an assessment of $10 each will raise a fund 
of fifty million dolars. If this amount is expended 
each year for five or ten years all the necessary 
facilities will be provided. It is not, however, pro- 
posed to decide on the way to do these things now. 
But rather to organize and put the farmers in con- 
dition to do whatever they want to do when the time 
comes. Thus with no compulsion to sell, with facili- 
ties to store, with power to make prices, the farmers 
will be what they ought to be and now are in theory, 
yiz; independent. 

But it is proposed to use this power fairly and 
honorably. It is not proposed to favor a high price, 
but simply a profitable price. And every one is en- 
titled to a profitable price if he can get it. The ques- 
tion is how to get it. By the plan of the A. S. of E. 
no hardship will be imposed on any one, and the 
consumers of farm products have nothing to fear. 
Indeed, it has already been shown that the whole 
country is interested in having the farmer get pro- 
fitable prices. There need be no conflict of interest 
here. 

What difference would it make to the consumer 
whether the price of wheat is eighty cents or a dollar 
a bushel? The average consumption of wheat is 
about five bushels per capita, or twenty cents in- 
crease per bushel is one dollar increase a year. This 
will be eight and one-third cents a month, or less 
than one-third cent a day. For a family of four 
persons a little more than one cent ^. dL^cj, \\. \^ 
proposed to reduce the price of so many commo^v- 
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ties when this society is in operation — notably 
meat — that the average will clearly be in favor of 
the consumer. 

But suppose the establishment of the farmers* so- 
ciety and the Third Power would result in a slight 
advance of food. Wages have been increased out of 
all proportion to any advance that can result here. 
Also by giving the farmers a lift now along with the 
general industrial elevation we will be increasing his 
consuming powers for all manufactured goods, and 
for everything he can consume on the farm and in 
his family, thus benefiting the laborers in prospect 
of continued high wages. Also if we put the farmers 
in a position where each of them will keep one or 
more hired men at union wages, the year around, 
which is what this movement means, we make a 
market for labor such as was never before dreamed 
of. 

Is it necessary to illustrate this further? Is it not 
clear that if marketing was done systematically and 
the existing demand supplied, and no more, that 
prices can be maintained at equitable rates? The 
American Society of Equity, through its board of 
directors, will be the head or clearing house to the 
entire agricultural industry. Through the official' 
paper and the press of the country this head wilf 
^peak to every member weekly and give news about 
crops and crop prospects; advice about market and 
marketing. All the millions of farmers will have the 
same advice at the same time about the same things 
from an authentic head quite in contrast with the 
blind guessing as at present. A\\ vVvw^ -^os^ 
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;ser.sed of the same knowledge, influenced by the 
same motives, and they may act as one man — in 
short, co-operate — for the single purpose of securing 
the equitable minimum price. 

The plan of the American Society of Equity is 
broad enough and comprehensive enough to care • 
for every branch of agricultural effort — the grain 
grower, the stock feeder, the dairyman, the poultry 
man, the cotton grower, the tobacco grower, the 
fruit grower, etc. As soon as it is in operation it 
will benefit the largest operator, no difference in 
what line nor where situated, and also the owner of 
a few rods of ground, by securing stability of price, 
which means stability of prosperity. 

The plan is to recommend a minimum price at 
which staple crops shall be sold in leading or base 
markets. For instance, grain prices will be based 
on Chicago, cotton on New York or New Orleans, 
beans on Detroit, etc. Other markets and the farm 
prices will then be regulated by the base market. 
The farm price will be the base market price less 
transportation and cost of handling. Farmers, whose 
produce does not go to the base market, can calcu- 
late the freight from the principal market that re- 
ceives their crop?. This minimum value will be 
named each year when the crop is produced and will 
be equitable on the basis of production and con- 
sumption, lower in years of large crops tTian in years 
of small crops, but always a price that will protect 
the farmer. If speculators force the price over the 
minimum price the farmers may, ol eowT^.^A'^!^^''^*^- 
Farmers will be expected, however, \.o sVo^ m^'tV^^.- 
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ing when the market will not take more at the 
minimum price. The minimum price will be the 
safety valve which will regulate the supply to the 
demand. 

It must be understood that there has not been a 
genuine surplus of any farm crop produced in many 
years. All have gone into consumption. It is the 
tempory surplus that is responsible for low prices, 
and it is this temporary surplus that the farmers are 
expected to control in the American Society of 
Equity. We see illustrations nearly every day in 
the market reports, when the visible supply of any 
crop increases considerably from free marketing 
the price goes down. When farmers stop marketing, 
prices go up. This is clearly shown in the cattle 
markets. We reproduce from the Chicago Live 
Stock World as follows : 

"Country shippers are surely not hurting cattle 
buyers by sending in little runs of cattle on days 
when more could be used at steady prices and pil- 
ing up a glut on one or two days when prices go off 
ten to twenty-five cents and oftentimes worse. 

"Here is the way it looks on paper: 

Monday Receipts 36,010, prices 10 @ 15c lower 

Tuesday receipts 7,081, prices steady 

Wednesday receipts. .. 25,174, prices steady 

Thursday receipts 11,472, prices 10 @ 15c higher 

Friday receipts 2,990, prices 10 @ 10c higher 

Monday again 36,000, prices 10 @ 15c lower 

"It ought not to be hard to figure out who gets 
the worst of this sort of a distribution of cattle." 
But there are those who think that the farmers are 
g-etting iair prices now — and oi coMt^e vVv^^ do ^et 
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fair prices sometimes. However, let us consider the 
case of wheat as typical. Is $1 too much? For 
fourteen years, from 1888 to 1902, the average price 
of wheat in Chicago was 76 2-3 cents. The average 
yield is less than thirteen bushels an acre. Taking 
thirteen busnels as a liberal average, it appears that 
during this time the farmer has realized $9.95 off 
each acre planted in wheat. This is for the use of an 
acre for one year, and must cover the cost of labor, 
of seed, of sowing, of care, of harvesting, of twine, 
of threshing and of marketing. From this must 
further be deducted interst on investment, loss of 
fertility in the soil, wear and tear of machinery and 
operator's profit. It is such a price as this that is 
responisible for the farm laborer earning only 
twenty-six cents a day and that has put farmers in 
the very lowest class of laborers. Surely even those 
who hold that $1 is too high must admit that 76 2-3 
cents is too low. 

Thus it is that question of price is fundamental. 
We are all interested, not simply in the farmer, but 
in his land — which, in a sense, belongs to all of us. 
Rudyard Kipling, writing of the American, says : 

"An easy unswept hearth he lends 

From Labrador to Guadeloupe; 
Till elbowed out by sloven friends, 

He camps, at sufferance, on the stoop." 

It is so. We have been prodigal with our na- 
tional domain, and we have invited people from all 
over the world to come here, take up land, and com- 
pete with those already in possessioiv. Kxv^ xvow 
£nd that many of our farms are in an \xcv^xon^\:\^^^ 
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condition from long cropping, and the return from 
grain and other farm products is not sufficient to 
justify the expense of restoring the fertility. Farm- 
ers have truly sold their birthright for a mess of 
pottage. This is obviously a very serious matter, 
and it can only be dealt with by securing equitable 
prices for all farm products. The farmer should 
have not less than $1 for wheat any year, and a pro- 
portionate price for all his other products. He can 
get these prices through the American Society of 
Equity, which is the organized Third Power. 



CHAPTER XII 



In council there is wisdom. 

In union there is strength. 
And by co-operation 

We will succeed at length. 
With a bold, united effort 

We are sure to win the day. 
When Equity shall triumph 

And producers have their way. 

Now this is our condition, 

Though a shameful tale to tell; 
The speculator prices 

The things we have to sell; 
And when we want to purchase 

Our purchases come high, 
For the speculator prices 

The things we have to buy. 

FARMERS' AND OTHERS' EARNINGS 
COMPARED. 

Having spoken of the present dependence of other 
classes on the farmer, and having shown the effect 
of low prices on his consuming power, and also on 
his land, it seems necessary, before leaving this 
question of prices, to say a few words about the 
earnings of the farmer and present additional com- 
parisons. There are many who tell him of his hap- 
piness, prosperity and independence. While there 
is no intention to make things appear worse thai\ 
they are it is intended to put the exact liwOcv Xi^^ox^ 
the iarmer. The census of 1900 shows iVv^X, \.2k>^:vcv% 
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all the farmers together, the Average income per 
family during the census year was only $643, or only 
a little over $2 a day, counting 300 working days to 
the year. The average income of the families of 
other laborers was $1,146, or $4 a day. Two and 
a third million of farmers' families had a yearly in- 
come of less than $200, while 4,000,000 families had 
an income of less than $400 each. Only one family 
in eight had an income of more than $800. If these 
figures are wrong then the census returns are wrong. 

Are farm prices equitable when two-thirds of the 
families on the farm are limited to an income of less 
than $400 a year each? For this they must work 
longer hours at the most exacting and wearisome 
labor, oftentimes under the most disagreeable con- 
ditions, while the laborers in towns and cities, who 
are largely engaged in producing the goods that the 
farmers buy, work short hours, under pleasant con- 
ditions, and receive three times the reward. Brad- 
streets has figured that manufacturers, with an in- 
vestment of ten billion dollars, produce thirteen bil- 
lions of products, while the farmer, with an invest- 
ment of twenty billions, produces only five billions 
of products. In other words, the dollar of the manu- 
facturer returns him $1.30 of products, while the 
dollar of the farmer returns him only 25 cents of 
products. Where is the equity when a dollar in- 
vested in one form of manufacturing returns five 
times as much as in another. Is not James J. Hill, 
the railroad magnate, right when he says: "The 
time has come when the United States should take 
eps to strengthen the backbone ol v\ve comxvX.'tj— 
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the farming class," and James Wilson, our secretary 
of agriculture, when he says: "We can not do too 
much for our farmers"? Prices of farm products 
will never be maintained at profitable rates by the 
government, nor by the buyers, nor by the con- 
sumers. Uncertainty of values of farm products will 
never be at an end until, through national co-opera- 
tion, farmers make their own prices on the farm. 

When we consider the slight reward that the 
farmer gets for his labor we can understand why ru- 
ral America is today largely the reflection of wasted 
efforts and hopes not realized. It should be a para- 
dise of prosperous farms, beautiful homes, and hap- 
py, contented famihes. An equitable distribution of 
rewards will make it all this. A bushel of wheat, 
for which the farmer may receive 72 cents in the 
Indianapolis market, will make forty pounds of 
flour, sixteen pounds of bran and four pounds of 
waste. The consumer pays 3 cents a pound for the 
flour, or $1.20 and the farmer buys the bran back 
at $22 a ton, or 19 cents. Here is a totalof $1.39 
produced from an original value of 72 cents. It is 
thus seen that the farmer's wheat has doubled in 
price by the time it reaches the consumer. By the 
route of the bakery SO to 100 per cent, more will be 
added. It is the same way with the farmer's meat, 
butter, eggs, fruit, vegetables, cotton, etc. The 
farmers are not responsible for the price consumers 
pay. They are not now and never were responsible 
for the high cost of living. And the consumers 
should rejoice at the thought that t\ve i^tm^T% 
wiJJ be in a ' position, through the YieVp oi^iJcv^ Km«cv« 



The Reflection of Wasted Efforts and Hopes Nbt 
Realized. See Page 123. 
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can Society of Equity, to cut out the mountains of 
profit that have been raised between the producers 
and the consumers. 

In the meantime it is important that the American 
people should know that both the prices that the 
farmer gets and the prices the consumer pays are 
made by organized speculators, trusts, middlemen 
and manufacturers. They say that prices are made 
by the law of supply and demand — which is the mer- 
est subterfuge. That law, under present conditions, 
is a myth and a fraud. It may be better called a ma- 
chine erected by the boards of trade to work in an 
organized market, and directed against an unorgan- 
ized source of supply. The machine is equipped with 
numerous levers, wheels and spigots. As you pull a 
lever of frosts, floods or drought, you reduce the 
supply, and prices go up. Turn fhe wheel of in- 
creased visible supply or open a spigot of favorable 
weather in the Argentine or elsewhere, and prices 
go down. And there are men who put in all their 
days and nights pulling levers, turning wheels and 
opening spigots. And thus it is that the farmers and 
the consumers alike are squeezed and robbed. 

We have seen that the farmer does not get high 
prices, that his annual average income is pitifully' 
small, that the returns on his investment are meager, 
and that, not getting high prices for himself, he is 
not responsible for the high prices the consumer 
pays. Arid yet, confronting such a situation as this, 
all that the farmer asks is equity. Shall he not have 
it? Ought any man, with a proper seTv?>e ol c^Xv^-s^.- 
tion to himself, to' his family and to Vv\^ couxv\.x^ 
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be satisfied with anything less than equity? Is i\ 
not what we all pretend to want for ourselves^ and 
profess to be willing and eager to grant to others? 
The American farmer is very patient — ^proverbially 
so. He has been compared to Issachar, of whom we 
have this record in the Bible : 

"Issachar is a strong ass' crouching down between 
two burdens, and he saw that rest was good and the 
land that it was pleasant, and bowed his shoulder 
to bear, and became a servant unto tribute." 

Rest may be good, and the land may be pleasant, 
but he who consents to become "a servant unto 
tribute" will know little of what is good or pleasant. 
It is on the patience and docility of the farmer that 
the capitalists and politicians have traded. And 
even now they are predicting the failure of the 
American Society of Equity, because, as they say, 
the farmer is contented and happy, and don't need 
it. Are they right? It is for the farmers them- 
selves to say. If they want "rest" and would enjoy 
"pleasant" country that they have made their own, 
they must make up their minds that they will have 
to free themselves from * 'tribute, ' ' assert their rights 
as American citizens, and at the same time show ' 
that moderation of which we all boast by demand- 
ing only what is equitable. So the American Society 
of Equity offers them the means by which they can 
demand and secure fair prices. 

The need of some such agency as this has been 
shown, and so far it appears that the American So- 
ciety of Equity is thoroughly adapted to meet the 
emergency, inasmuch as its aims, as thus far pointed 
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out, are just what those of the farmer should be. 
It will be shown as we proceed that the other ob- 
jects in view are quite as important as those al- 
ready described. For the present we have the as- 
surance that the society proposes to secure, or en- 
able the farmers to secure, a fair price for their pro- 
ducts, and to co-operate with them in securing facili- 
ties for holding or marketing products and in getting 
equity from those with whom they deal. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



Then awake ye honest farmers. 

Producers one and all, 
And let us be united, 

For divided we must fall. 
Kow a better day is dawning, 

When producers will be free. 
For Equity is coming 

Through our grand A. S. of EL 

Through Equity we'll conquer^ 

No other way we can, 
For in Equity we acknowledge 

The brotherhood of man. 
In Equity there's justice. 

True principle of right; 
Then let us work together. 

And work with all our might 



EVER VICTORIOUS ARMY. 

There is not one thing that the American Society 
of Equity proposes to do that does not bear directly 
on the question of price. As we have seen, it is in- 
tended to secure equitable rates for transportation. 
The price the farmer is to ask is the minimum price 
that he may decide is fair in some selected market, 
and then deduct from that the fair cost of trans- 
porting and handling the products. When the mini- 
mum price is decided upon then the smaller the 
amount he has to deduct on this account the more 
will there be left for him. With reasonable rates, 
and with bis crops stored m e\^\^.ioT?> or ware 
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houses owned by the American Society of Equity, 
or local unions of the same, so much larger will be 
the profits of the farmer. So the plan is to increase 
his income both by raising prices and by lowering 
the cost of moving, handling and marketing the 
crops. This latter, however, is more in the interest 
of the consumer. It cannot matter much to the 
farmer whether the middlemen or railroads charge 
ten cents a bushels or seventy-five cents a cwt. for 
carrying his produce to market. In his fundamental 
position he puts his price on the absolutely neces- 
sary articles of food and clothing before any other 
person or corporation can touch them. Therefore, 
he takes his profit — all that he wants or in equity 
should have — first. You can not fail to realize the 
strength of position of the farmer, when organized, 
by this illustration. Therefore, it is mainly to pro- 
tect the consumer and secure the maximum markets 
that he, through his society, will interest himself in 
the elevator charges, railroad rates, taxes, insurance 
and a thousand other things. None of these things 
can hurt the farmer or prevent him from making a 
profit when organized, but through his strength he 
can prevent them from working injury to others. 

It has been shown already what an influence the 
farmer could have on the railroads by simply putting 
himself in a position where he could refuse to ship 
unless the prices and freights were satisfactory to 
him. The railroads can not exist unless they have 
stuff to haul and plenty of it. They are dependent, 
directly or indirectly, on the farmet, ^xvA. >J[v^^ c.^xv 
easily be made to feel their dependence. T\\\s ^^'s*- 
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tion of transportation is a very large and important 
one, in that it involves the future development and 
settling up of the country. Indeed, the whole his- 
tory of the march of men across this continent is a 
history of transportation. It has been said by some 
supposedly wise men that our people have moved 
westward along parallels of latitude. But it is not 
so. They moved along the water courses, first down- 
stream, and then up-stream. Always the effort was 
to make transportation as easy as possible'. And the 
railroads have contributed powerfully to the making 
of the country. We must g^ve them full credit. 
Still when it comes to carrying the farmer's pro- 
duce they have not always been reasonable in their 
charge. 

And it seems to be probable that they are going to 
be more unreasonable as time goes on. While there 
was fierce competition competing points at least got 
the benefit of low rates, though non-competing 
points suffered severely. The railroads taxed the 
latter to make up for the low rates of necessity 
granted to the former. Certain sections have been 
discriminated , against, and powerful individuals or 
companies forced the railroads to give them special 
rates sometimes too low which were offset by charg- 
ing weak individuals and companies rates too high. 
All rates have often been too high, and some rates 
have always been too high. But it has been sug- 
gested that the situation may get worse for the 
farmer. If the tendency toward railroad consolida- 
tion goes on we may see an end to competition. It 
js certain that the purpose of combination is to 
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check and control competition. If it succeeds the 
farmer will be forced to look out for his own inter- 
ests. He should be in a position to say that he will 
not ship at all unless he can be sure of a fair net 
price on the farm for the products of his toil. And 
a fair price to the consumer so his markets will be 
large. 

The farmer is often told that the railroads are his 
friends. He himself need not be an enemy to the 
railroads in order to realize that there are no friend- 
ships in the business world. That world is a world 
of struggle and conquest. In that struggle the 
strongest win. Under present conditions the rail- 
roads will be as fair to the farmer as it pays them 
to be. Under the conditions which it is proposed to 
create they will be as fair as the farmer can compel 
them to be. Other men use the power that they 
possess, often in illegal and criminal ways, to coerce 
the railroads into favoring them. It is not intended 
that the farmers shall do anything illegal or crimi- 
nal, but it is meant that they should realize that any 
unfair concessions are paid for by less powerful and 
favorable shippers, the farmers among them. So it 
is important that these latter should stand up for 
their own rights. If all shippers were treated 
equally there is reason to believe that freight rates 
could be reduced considerably, to the great benefit 
of the whole country. 

Further, in the vast reorganization schemes of 
which we have heard so much, some of the railroads 
have been over-capitalized just as ottvet \\\4>\'$Xtv^'5» 
have. And the farmer has to pay enou^Vv \.o 
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these railroads to pay interest and make dividends 
on their vast issues of bonds and stocks that don't 
represent real value. He may well question the fair- 
ness of this arrangement. At any rate, the Ameri- 
can Society of Equity when established will give 
some attention to this vital question of transporta- 
tion. The individual farmer can not fight the rail- 
roads, but he can make a good showing as a mem- 
ber of a great and powerful organization numbering 
a million or more, made up of farmers all over the 
country determined to get their rights. Mr. John 
D. Rockefeller, who knows something of the virtues 
of combination, and who has recently been engaged 
in an effort to secure control of large systems of 
railroads, says : 

"To fight the battle alone is to be lost. Associa- 
tion with others is an absolute necessity if we would 
be successful. In union there is strength and suc- 
cess. We can see this illustration every day in the 
business world." 

Mr. Rockefeller is right. Especially is organiza- 
tion necessary for the farmers who are at the present 
moment unorganized themselves, fighting organiza- 
tions in practically every branch of industry. Mr. 
Rockefeller's reference to the "business world" does 
not at present include the farmers. Everybody 
knows that they are not considered business people. 
But is it not time for them to get into the business 
world?. ,What is good for one class of people who 
produce, manufacture and sell, is good for others. 
If "in union there is strength and success"* for 
Rockefeller and his associates, v^Vvy \\, \vot 
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mean strength and success for the farmer? A good 
many years ago the Chinese were oppressed an4 
harried by the civilized nations of the world very 
much as they are today. The people of China could 
make no headway against the trained soldiers of 
Europe. Finally a formidable rebellion broke out 
in the empire, and the authorities secured the ser- 
vices of that great Christian soldier, Charles George 
Gordon, who organized his Ever Victorious Army, 
and with it suppressed the rebellion without losing 
a single battle. No better army followed a gallant 
leader to victory. Precisely the thing that the Chi- 
nese lacked was the power of organization and co- 
operation. But when they did act together it was 
with decisive results. 

It can be so with the American farmers. They, 
too, have been oppressed and harried by highly or- 
ganized bands of marauders, and they have been 
unable to protect themselves simply because they 
have not acted together. What we want to see is an 
Ever Victorious Army of American Farmers, which 
shall fight, not for conquest, but in righteous defense 
of their rights, their families and themselves. Their 
victory, which will be sure, will redound to their 
own honor and prosperity and to the welfare of the 
whole country. We want a victorious army,* a new 
declaration of independence and a new independence 
day. God grant that they will come speedily. 



CHAPTER XIV 



Thus the syndicates and bankers 

Always crying out for bonds, 
With both feet on the neck of labor. 

While they're clipping their coupons. 
With their palace cars and banquets 

They can pass their time away. 
And you old honest farmers 

Will have their banquet bill to pay. 

There are many corporations 

That's no better now than knaves; 
For they pay starvation wages 

And make men and women slaves^ 
And they work the little children 

In their sweat-shops day by day. 
And to fill the rich man's cofCers 

They must wear their life away. 

FARMERS NOT INDEPENDENT. 

In the daily papers a few years ago was this inter- 
esting item: 

"An increase of $4,500,00 in the capital stock of 
Deere & Co. was announced here today. The pres- 
ent capital of the concern is $1,500,000, and the 
stockholders have voted to increase this to $6,000,- 
000. The additional capital is to provide for the re- 
markable growth and expansion of the business dur- 
ing the past few years and the further increase that 
is assured. It has all been subscribed by the present 
owners," 

Of course this meant that the i^.imei^^v\W3LN^\.^ 
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pay the dividends on this quadrupled stock in the 
price of agricultural implements made by this firm. 
And this brings to the front another one of the ob- 
jects of the American Society of Equity, which is to 
enable the farmer to buy advantageously. ' It is a 
fact that the farmers frequently pay miich more for 
their farm supplies than is necessary to insure a fair 
profit to the manufacturer and the merchant. As 1 
write a letter comes from a member in Oklahoma. 
He says: "I am paying 2 per cent, per month for 
money to meet current expenses so I can hold my 
wheat for $1." Must such sacrifice and determina- 
tion go unrewarded? Would any banker dare 
charge a farmer 24 per cent, a year if, they were 
thoroughly organized ? Besides, the margin of pro- 
fit placed on goods sold to the farmers is often much 
^eater than that added to goods sold to the people 
of the towns and cities. The reason is clear. In 
trading, the farmer is not an independent person. 
He does business as the merchant or manufacturer 
dictates. He is usually a debtor to the implement 
dealer and the storekeeper, whereas if he had ca,sh 
to pay for his supplies he could buy more cheaply in 
any market in the country. Wherever the farmer 
turns to make his purchases he finds himself face to 
face with a trust or union. He is worsted in the en- 
counter and loses some of the legitimate results of 
his work when he puts his unorganized skill and la- 
tor against the organized efforts of the union la- 
borer. He loses again in the encoMtv\.^t V\>Ocv ^^^^ 
gznized miners who mine the steeV — ot, t'a?Ca«^'^^ 
iron from which the steel is m^de— V5\v\0cv ^t^.^*^^ 
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jnto his implements. He loses when he meets the 
woodworkers, the wagonmakers, the furniture mak- 
ers, the implement makers, the horseshoers, the 
threshermen, the milk handlers, the carpenters, the 
masons who build his buildings, the armies who 
manufacture the household articles and the clothing, 
the army of leather workers, and behind them the 
army of tanners, the armies which run the railroads, 
and the armies which run the trains over the roads 
to haul to market the product of the farmer. The 
farmer does not drive a nail, use a pin, lift a hoe or 
spade, coil a rope, or turn a furrow but he pays tri- 
bute to some one of these numerous armies arrayed 
against him. Day and night, night and day, he is 
being taxed for the support of these armies, and 
because he is meeting them single-handed he can 
not resist their encroachments, nor pass the tax 
along. Plainly he needs help to enable him to buy 
advantageously, which will be, largely again, in the 
interest of the consumer. 

And this it is hoped to give him. Considering 
the great number of farmers who will be members 
of the American Society of Equity, and the fact that 
they will soon have a good cash balance as the result 
of selling at profitable prices, there can be no doubt 
that they will be able to purchase for cash and at the 
lowest prevailing prices. Even if the farmer buys 
his supplies with his own produce, his ability to put 
a price on it will enable him to turn it in at higher 
figure than is now possible. He will no longer be 
under the necessity of asking for long credit, and 
whatever credit he may need Yve otv>Csv^ ^^sck& 
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favorable terms that otb^r business men receive. 
Mention has already been made of the combination 
among the threshing men, which enables them to 
charge seven cents a bushel for threshing. If a 
farmer were able to say to the thresher that he 
would pay five or four cents, and that no farmer in 
the United States would pay a cent more, and if this 
was an equitable price, he would get his threshing 
done for four or five cents. This is the position in 
which the American Society of Equity would place 
every farmer in the country with reference to buy- 
ing. While it is not probable that as much money 
is lost to the farmer by exorbitant prices which he 
has to pay as by the inadequate prices which he is 
compelled to take, yet it is a very great factor. He 
loses in both directions. It is time to stop the loss. 
The farmers can do it if they will, for they have the 
power, and their interest demands that they should 
use it. If they apply it properly, that is, through 
organization, the result can not be doubted. 

In seeking to buy at fair prices the farmer,, 
through the American Society of Equity, will help- 
all the people. Economically the struggle of man 
is for cheapness. Men, in trying to satisfy their 
wants, always endeavor to do so as cheaply as pos- 
sible. The call for cheapness by the farmer has, in 
the past, been of necessity, and this necessity has 
been of such a degree that they not only got cheap- 
ness but nastiness — low grade. Witness the volume 
of trade to some catalogue houses, where the cHft£ 
recommendation is cheapness. T\ve smcc^^'s* ^'i^ ""^^ 
American Society of Equity wiW V>etv^?v\. >Jcve Vomei 




Would Find * * * That on the Contrary 
the Fanner Had the Upper Hand. 
See Page 48, 
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dealer who will keep a high grade of goods and sell 
at equitable prices. We look for a turning from 
the cheap, low grades, to high grade goods at equit- 
able prices. 

We have seen how the price of farm products has 
been influenced by this tendency, and also how 
manufacturers combine to resist the tendency. 
Every new invention, every new process, every ap- 
plication of a newly discovered force, and every im- 
proved application of a well-known force, contrib- 
utes to bring about cheapness. The old force of 
competition works toward the end. But recently we . 
have had a great advance of prices with no effective 
effort to resist the advance. 

The farmers propose to take the field in a cam- 
paign for lower prices on the things they buy where 
lower prices should prevail, and they are going to 
use a force the opposition of which will be irresisti- 
ble. It is not so much a high price or a low price, 
but an equitable price all around that is demanded. 
The entrance of the Third Power through the 
American Society of Equity into the economic prob- 
lems of the world marks an epoch in the history of 
the race. Although the last of the great powers to 
be organized, it is yet the fundamental or first power 
or force which will dominate all others. The devel- 
opment of this society and the power it will repre- 
sent and wield may be copipared with the develop- 
ment of the force, electricity, which has ttNoViXxcrcv- 
ized the industrial world. The a^vakemtv^ 
agricultural classes, the organization oi tVv^xa voX^ ^ 
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great national and international co-operative body, 
which is now being accomplished, will make pos- 
sible the control by them of practically all the ma- 
terial that enters into the manufacturing, and com- 
merce of the world, and on which human and animal 
life depend. Such a revolution might appall us were 
it not for the fact that in working out this stupend- 
ous movement everything will be in the direction of 
improvement and better conditions for everybody 
and for every legitimate enterprise. ' 

It will be so in the matter of prices. There will 
not be one price for the farmer and another for the 
working man and professional man. Whatever con- 
quests the farmers win in this direction will be for 
the benefit of all. What the farmer gets, all will get. 
In fighting his own battle the farmer will fight the 
battle of every American citizen. It will be impos- 
sible to charge the farmer a fair price and to charge 
other classes an unfair price. So the American So- j 
ciety of Equity does not come to oppress or enslave j 
any class, but to give liberty and independence to 
all others — not to destroy or cripple any institution, i 
but to benefit and strengthen all institutions, in- 
cluding the government itself. Heretofore farmers 
thought when organizing they must fight every in- 
stitution on earth to get their right. This we admit 
is human nature, but also a relic of barbarism. There 
are too many such relics remaining. The farmers 
really have no fight against anybody or anything; 
all they need is equity, and this they can take, re- 
gardless of the disposition of other parties. 

Many schemes have been deVx^^di, ^iv^ xowv^j mote 
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suggested, for the regulation and control of trusts. 
The law does something, and more stringent legal 
enactments might do more. But no curb can be as 
effectual as an organization of American citizens 
greater and stronger than the trusts themselves. 
Through this and through* this alone can trust ex- 
tortion be prevented, and fair treatment be secured 
for all. The people can do it. And the trust mag- 
nates understand this. With the help of shrewd and 
unscrupulous attorneys they can usually find a way 
to evade the most formidable statute, and to organ- 
ize so as to get within the letter of the law. But 
they could make little headway with the people or- 
ganized against them, and when the farmers are or- 
ganized the people will be organized. How could 
the cotton or woolen manufacturers get along with- 
out the farmers's cotton or wool, or the packers 
without his cattle? This but indicates the power 
which the farmer could exert as a member of the 
American Society of Equity. He could oppose his 
trust — if you choose to call it so — ^to the manufac- 
turing trusts, and in such a contest the farmer must, 
of necessity, -win. This is a force — this new force, 
this Third Power — ^which the industrial trusts would 
understand and respect. Thus organized, the farm- 
ers could meet their enemies and oppressors on their 
own ground, and overthrow them, if necessary, for 
the common good. The trust problem would be 
solved, and solved in such a way as to benefit all. 
And the farmer, enabled to both buy and sell advan- 
tageously, would enjoy a prosperity ^xvA. Ix^^^cim 
such as he has never known, and tVv^t ^to^^^'^"^^"^ 
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and freedom would be shared by all our people. 
The world has been waiting long for this Third 
Power. Now it is at hand. 



CHAPTER XV 

If farmers were only half as persistent 
As politicians are wholly inconsistent. 

What a different footstool! 
They walk up to the secret voting booths, 
' The aged and younger and hopeful youths. 
And vote for men that others may choose 

Over them to rule. 

The farmer produces the wealth of the land; 
In framing the laws he should take a hand — 

Insist upon his rights. 
He feeds the whole world by sweat and toil. 
Forces great crops from the resisting soil, 
From famine a safe and shielding foil, 

And no wrong incites. 

INFLUENCE ON POLITICS. 

Something has been said of the influence that the 
farmer can exert through organization on the poli- 
tics of the country. One of the purposes of the 
American Society of Equity is to enable him to 
exert such influence. Here, again, it is not because 
the farmers, organized, need to look to politics for 
relief or strength on their account, but for the gen- 
eral welfare of humanity. The farmers, through 
their society, not only intend to do equity, but to get 
equity; not only to give equity, but to demand 
equity. It is not the object of the society to become 
a political party. But it is intended to secure, 
through existing parties, laws in the mVeTe^\. o\ '^'^.tv- 
culture; Though legislation is not tVve KNxvw^ 
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sought, nor the most important thing, legislation 
is nevertheless needed. The reason that it has not 
1>een secured is that the politicians, though prolific 
in promises, when seeking election, forget all about 
the farmers when they get to Washington. They 
quickly fall under other influences. Moreover, they 
Icnow that the farmers are easily put off ; that they^ 
do not persist in the pursuit of their aims, and that 
^hen election day comes round again they may be 
trusted to support the party, readily accepting ex- 
cuses and trusting to new promises. Nor are the 
farmers adequately represented in Congress by men 
of their own class. Thus they are largely without 
influence in shaping legislation. Until they are in 
a position, through co-operation, to secure what they 
want, progress will be slow. With the American 
Society of Equity a success, all these things can be 
rapidly accomplished. 

It is not necessary to set out here all that the 
country needs in the way of legislation. But some 
things may be mentioned. Possibly the first and 
most important thing is some lightening of the bur- 
den of taxation ; and this also implies less extrava- 
gance with the people's money, less graft, rake-offs 
and boodle, or, in short, the money wisely and eco- 
nomically expended, when we will see greater re- 
sults wkh less tax. The farmer is taxed on every- 
thing he buys and yet is protected on scarcely any- 
thing he sells. This is an evil that must be righted, 
and it can be righted, but only by the combined ef- 
forts of the farmers. Until there- are such efforts 
nothing will be done. As \oiv^ ^s a few 
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people who can control the taxing power of the gov 
ernment, and many people who are content to have 
that power so used, it is idle to hope for relief. The 
few will control as long as the many allow them to 
control — and not one moment longer. Even the 
slightest measure of relief is denied at the present 
time. Opportunities have long been presented for 
making reciprocal commercial treaties with foreign 
nations that would have had the effect of making a 
much larger market for farm products, but they 
have invariably been put aside at the dictation of 
selfish interests demanding protection. Treaty after 
treaty of this sort has been killed or allowed to die 
in the Senate, which has been indifferent to the wel- 
fare of the farmer if only the protected industries 
were allowed to have a monopoly of the home mar- 
ket. Rather than remove or lower the duty on one 
article manufactured in New England, our Congress 
has preferred to allow the farmer to get along as 
best he could — to find his own market. Yet when 
protection hurts a certain corporation, Congress is 
quick to grant a rebate of the tax on any product 
that goes into a manufactured article when that 
article is exported. But nothing is done for the 
farmer. 

Yet there are many millions of foreigners who 
would eat meats produced on our American 
farms, if an earnest and well-directed effort 
were made to open and cultivate foreign 
markets. Lower taxes and wider market?* clc^xsXA. 
thus both be secured by leg\s\a\.\otv, ^tv^l *Ccv^ 
American Society of Equity wiW vjotV \ot ^vv^ 
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legislation, bringing directly to bear on Con- 
gress the influence of over 10,000,000 American vot- 
ers who now play little part in the business of law- 
making. This constant failure of the efforts to se- 
cure reciprocity has another bad effect on the 
farmer, for it provokes retaliation on the part of 
other countries from which the farmer even now 
suffers, and will suffer still more. Our fruits, cattle 
and meat products have been made the subjects o£ 
discriminating taxes and vexatious inspection im- 
posed and resorted to by foreign governments in 
retaliation for exorbitant duties levied by our gov- 
ernment on their exports to this country. There 
are threats of further retaliation, and we even hear 
talk of a European combination to save the Euro- 
pean markets from so-called American invasion. Yet 
we go on in the same old way, and our manufac- 
turers get even for the low prices at which they 
must sell abroad, by charging the home consumer 
greatly higher prices. Thus the farmers are kept 
out of the foreign markets that they ought to have, 
and the manufacturers plunder the home market by 
charging the farmers excessive prices. 

Such arrangements as these are plainly not the 
work of farmers or of the friends of the farmer. 
They were devised by men who understood per- 
fectly that the agricultural class is docile, patient, 
and most easily fleeced. The farmer is not inter- 
ested in paying taxes for the benefit of people who 
never seek to benefit him, in narrowing the market 
ior farm products, or in provoking retaliation from 
foreign g-overnments. ^^x^Vs. \% ix^^^^m^ 
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equity, fair play to all, markets as wide as the world, 
low taxes — and not one of these thii.gs is his at the 
present time. With all these and with the American 
Society of Equity at work in his behalf, he probably 
would need little else from the government. But 
whatever he needed, he would get. For the politi- 
cians, who now so quickly forget the farmer, would 
realize that it was dangerous to do so, if they were 
aware that they were dealing with a great organiza- 
tion acting as a unit — an organization that refused 
to accept promises as legal tender, but that insisted 
on a redemption of those promises in honesty and 
good faith. Thus may the farmers make their influ- 
ence felt in the condition of affairs which is right- 
fully theirs. The Third Power can easily defeat the 
first, second or third house. The farmers will be ig- 
nored as long as it is safe to ignore them, and no 
longer. The thing to do is to make it unsafe. The 
American Society of Equity is the means to bring 
that result to pass. 



# 



CHAPTER XVI 



Of all the modem ideas. 

In the North, South, East or West, 
The Justice bringing idea 

Of Equity is best. 
It can harm no human calling. 

And can boost none o'er the rest; 
But brings equal chances to all of them, 

And therefore it's the best. 

CROP REPORTING AND ADVICE. 

Manifestly it will be imposssible for the farmers 
to co-operate unless they are kept thoroughly in- 
formed of what is going on in every part of the 
country, and indeed of the world. It would be fool- 
ish, to take a simple case, to attempt to fix and 
maintain a price on farm products unless each mem- 
ber knew what that price was. This information, at 
least, must be regularly furnished. It will be con- 
veyed to the various members of the society through 
their official paper, which is a part of the plan. This 
official organ is printed weekly and there can be lit- 
tle doubt that with this plan in operation the recom- 
mended price will be printed by all the other daily 
and weekly papers as regularly as the markets are 
reporter now. The price agreed upon by the so- 
ciety will have to be printed by all newspapers hav- 
ing a market department, for it will be the market 
price. 

With the knowledge obtained from the official pa- 
per concert of action will be easy. For every mem- 
ber of tht society will have tVie sa.m^ 
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same advice about the same crop at the same time, 
and, feeling sure that purchasers can not get those 
products from any one else for less than they can 
get them of him, he will be under no temptation to 
sell for less himself. Without this knowledge it 
would be wholly impossible to make the scheme 
work. But further than this, it is felt that the mem- x 
bers of the society should have information that 
would convince them that prices agreed on are fair 
and reasonable — and attainable. So it is proposed, 
through the local unions or members, to carry on a 
system of crop reporting that will surpass anything 
ever before accomplished, or even attempted. Every 
member will be a crop reporter. The present sys- 
tem, or lack of system, of reporting crops is the . 
source of great loss to the farmers. Take wheat, for 
instance : The harvest begins in Texas in May and 
ends in the Dakotas about September. Yet, as a 
matter of fact, crops are maturing and harvests are 
in progress in some part of the world every day in 
the year. From the beginning to the end of the har- 
vest in this country, and more or less every day in 
the year, false crop reports are circulated, the yields 
are exaggerated, damage from weather, insects, etc., 
is emphasized, and all manner of frauds and decep- 
tions are practiced. The result is that the market 
fluctuates every day, until the poor bewildered 
farmer sells rather than holds against uncertainties. 
The government reports, from the very conditions 
tinder which they are obtained, can tvo\.\i^ mox^^'axv 
resLSonably good guesses, and conseq>\e,Tv\\^ ^Jcv^"^ 
not held in good repute. So mMcVv dX^cLT^^^vV Va: 
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sometimes been placed upon them that the market 
has been known to have acted in exactly the op- 
posite way from that in which the reports should 
have influenced it. 

So, the American Society of Equity will see to it 
that the farmers have full and accurate reports of 
conditions and crops. The size of the yield, and the 
character of the product; the nature of the season, 
whether favorable or unfavorable — all this will the 
members of the society get. Each member will be 
in a position to report the exact condition of grow- 
ing crops on his own farm, and also yields, quantity 
on hand, and more important than all, the quantity 
he has ready for market can be reported by tele- 
phone daily. He can also give a correct report of 
his neighbor's crop, if that neighbor does not belong 
to the society. These reports will be given to the 
secretary at each meeting, to be forwarded, or will 
be sent to headquarters, direct by members, where 
they will be tabulated by statisticians, and in this 
way more accurate results will be secured than 
could be obtained in any other way. The crop re- 
ports and market conditions will be sent to each 
member, and thus all will be able to co-operate in 
asking and obtaining uniform prices. This is not 
only one of the strongest features of the proposed 
plan — it is an absolutely essential feature. With 
such trustworthy information, prices can be adjust- 
ed in such a way as to be equitable to both pro- 
ducer and consumer. Without this information 
such adjustment would be impossible. 
But correct knowledge oi tVi^ y\^\^^ ol 



FARME.RS TO THE FRONT. 151 



and a price known to all farmers would avail little 
if the possessors of the crops were not able to hold 
them — control them — for the price. 

Here the society again performs an important 
function, or makes it possible of performance. The 
organized farmers can pool their crops, store them 
and get advances in cash on them to meet their fi- 
nancial obligations. This is being practiced already 
in many places and for various crops by the or- 
ganized farmers, but would not be practicable for 
the individual farmer operating on a small scale. 

Thus, with a known minimum price which is a 
profitable price, the ability to hold the crops and 
still get the money to meet pressing obligations, 
the power to control production, if necessary, which 
will come with organization and the knowledge 
that the consumers always needed all the crops and 
not only a part of them, the last excuse of dumping 
for a lower, and less profitable price will be re- 
moved. 

But other information of an educational sort will 
be furnished by the American Society of Equity. 
Reference has already been made to the work of 
agricultural schools and colleges, but valuable as 
this work is, it does not meet the requirements. 
The time has arrived when more intensive farming 
must be practiced, and conditions will soon be such 
that our farms must produce two or three times 
as much as they do now, if they are to supply the 
ever-increasing demands of the world. It is a fact 
that the average of our staple crops e^tv 
to three times the present average. TVv\s Xi^^xv 
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done in European countries, and what is done there 
can be duplicated here. Intensive farming implies 
more intelligent farming. To farm intelligently, 
the people must be educated in the mysteries of the 
science. To educate them schools must be estab- 
lished and maintained. There are, at present, many 
agricultural schools and colleges, but they are not 
sufficient for the almost universal education of the 
young people from the farms which will be required 
when the American Society of Equity is in success- 
ful operation. Nor do they fully meet the require- 
ments of the advanced agriculture that must be 
practiced in the near future. The schools and other 
institutions which it is proposed to establish should 
be the meeting-places of farmers within the neigh- 
borhood, and they should be looked to for enlight- 
enment on the intricate matters related to seed, soil, 
fertilizers and cultivation. Each farm should be 
plotted ; there should be a chart giving the analysis 
of the soil in each field, or parts of fields ; and rec- 
ommendations should be made regarding the plant 
food needed to produce 40 bushels of wheat, 80 
bushels of oats, 100 bushels of corn and 250 bushels 
of potatoes, etc., to the acre. Such an institution 
could be of vast help in giving instruction con- 
cerning drainage, irrigation, breeding stock, grain, 
fruits, vegetables, etc.; it could help in stamping 
out disease, fighting insects and blight, analyzing 
seeds for impurities, and guarding against and era- 
dicating weeds. It could, and should, award prizes 
and medals for the best stock, the most successful 
crops, and in many ways v^o\3\^ ^^x^ 
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mote farmers' interests in the highest degree. The 
education which the sons and daughters of the 
farmer would get at these schools, at a merely 
nominal expense, would be of the greatest value, 
in that it would greatly increase their efficiency, 
and what is even more important, would give them 
a pride in and make them content with their lot in 
life. A membership of 5,000 for each such institu- 
tion, and annual dues of $5, would afford a revenue 
of $25,000, from which enormous benefits would 
flow. And as agriculture is the foundation of our 
national prosperity, we should strive to promote 
the most intelligent conditions on the farms to the 
end that our material prosperity may be large and 
perpetual. 

Yet the qualification that has already been made 
must not be forgotten. All this education, as far 
as it involves the raising of larger crops, and an in- 
crease in productiveness of the land, would be ca- 
lamitous unless the farmer also had the power to 
fix the price of his products. But with this power 
assured, and the American Society of Equity will 
assure it, the more education and the larger the 
average yields, the better will it be for all. The 
two things work together. The farmer must con- 
trol the present supply before he devotes himself 
to the work of increasing it. And the greater his 
success in increasing it, the greater is the necessity 
that he should have the situation wholly within his 
own control. 



CHAPTER XVII 



The cause of Equity is good; 

It seeks not it's own gain, 
Against the weak ones of the earth. 

Who toil mid want and pain; 
It welcomes all within its band. 

The strong as well as weak; 
Its motto is, "Cooperate," 

Each other's good to seek. 

The cause of Equity is Just; 

It lends a helping hand 
In lifting up a mighty force — 

The Third Power in our land. 
That is the struggle it may win 

Against foes unafraid, 
Who wish to cause Its overthrow. 

It needs each farmer's aid. 



FARMERS, FELLOW-HELPERS. 

All this means, what co-operation must ever 
mean, unity and solidarity among the people co- 
operating. The farmers, instead of being strangers 
to one another and rivals and competitors of one 
another, will be friends and fellow helpers. This 
will be a great gain, and in many ways. Every per- 
son will be the better for knowing that he is work- 
ing for the good of all. He will know that while he is 
working for others, others are working for him, and 
that out of the combined effort good must come to 
the whole agricultural class, and indeed to all 
classes. There will be such an mcervtw^^o^otV^xA 



FARMERS TO THE FRONT. 155 



sacrifice as the American farmer has never known. 
The very sense of unity will be a great stimulus. 
Other men have found it so. They all have their or- 
ganizations — manufacturers, working men, lawyers 
and physicians, etc., and these minister to their pride 
in their calling, and help to make that calling 
honorable and profitable. The farmers should 
learn from the experience of other workers unity, 
combination, co-operation, mutual helpfulness, each 
for all and all for each, instead of the fierce guer- 
rilla warfare of competition — these are along the 
lines of present-day tendencies, and are the products 
of what we may truthfully call natural forces. 

And it all strengthens the influences which make 
for self-help. There are many things that the farm- 
ers can do in combination that they never can do 
under the present individualistic system. It would 
be difficult to show, for instance, why farmers 
should not carry their own insurance. It has been 
abundantly demonstrated that fire risks on farm 
properties exclusive^^' can be written at only a small 
fraction of what the old companies now charge. The 
hazard is slight, and of course it would be slighter 
still if each farmer were interested as a stockholder 
in the company which would have to pay for losses. 
Already there are farmers' insurance companies op- 
erating in various parts of the country, to the great 
satisfaction of their members. But whether it be 
through local companies or through one central 
company, the farmers certainly ought to carry tKelt 
own fire insurance. It is the same vj\\Jcv V\l^ vcv'sv\'t- 
snce. ^ For instance, if limited to tVve ^^\03NX>ax'2^ 
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class, can easily be offered at a lower rate than that 
charged by companies that take all classes of risks 
up to the extra hazardous. And with improved con- 
ditions on the farm, which it is intended to secure, 
life will be prolonged, and the farmer will become 
an even more desirable risk that he is how. Also, 
because of this movement it becomes possible, and 
will become desirable as well as practicable to in- 
sure crops. These are incidental, and are not in- 
volved in the main plan, but they are important as 
being among the many things which the farmers 
may, and should, do for themselves. They even 
might, as has been suggested, in time, become their 
own bankers. 

Viewed in this way the field of the American So- 
ciety of Equity is almost limitless. It is remark- 
able how everything that is suggested contributes 
to solidarity. For example, the society will exert 
its influence to secure the improvement of the high- 
ways, toward which something has already been 
done. The amount of money that the farmers lose 
each year by bad and impassable road^ is almost 
incalculable. The light loads which they are often 
compelled to haul, the wear on wagons and stock, 
the often enforced loss of a favorable opportunity 
to sell through the inability to get to town at all — 
all this is costly and wasteful. We all realize what 
the railroads have done for the farmer in the way of 
opening up markets, and we know that if the rail- 
roads were allowed to get out of repair they would 
be of much Jess service. Insufficient or worn-out 
rolling stock, broken-dowiv \ocomo\:\N^^, 



He Worked for Himself as Others Did for Them- 
selves. See Page 93. 
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tracks, weakened bridges, poor terminal facilities 
or none at all, would cost the farmer millions of dol- 
lars. It is precisely so in the case of wagon roads. 
When these are good and easy to be traveled every 
day in the year, there is just so much added to the 
value of the farm. When they are impassable, the 
value of the farm is lessened by just that much. 

But this is not the whole stpry, one of the terrors 
of the farm is isolation and loneliness. Against 
these the American Society of Equity proposes to 
wage war by improving or compelling the improve- 
ment of the highways, in order that, among other 
things, there may be an increased social intercourse 
among the farmers. Good roads and human rela- 
tionships alike tend to bind men together. Present 
conditions, on many American farms, have been 
beautifully and truthfully described by Meredith 
Nicholson in his poem, "Watching the World Go 
By.": 

Swift as a meteor and as quickly gone 
A train of cars darts swiftly through the night; 

Scorning the wood and field it hurries on, 
A thing of wrathful might. 

There, from the farmer's home a woman'g eyes. 
Roused from the sudden jar and passing flare. 

Follow the speeding phantom till it dies, — 
An echo on the air. 

Narrow the life that has always been hers. 
The evening brings a longing to her breast; 

Deep in her heart some aspiration stirs. 
And mocks her soul's unrest. 

Her tasks are mean and endless as the days, 
And sometimes love caii not t^^^j^ «XV \)DLVa%%% 
An Instrument that rudely loxxOii^^ 
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Become discordant strings. 

The train that followed in the headlight's glare. 
Bound for the city and a larger world, 

Hade emphasis on her poor life of care. 
As from her sight it whirled. 

Thus from all lonely hearts the great earth roHs, 
Indifferent though one women grieve and die. 

Along its iron track are many souls 
That watch the world go by. 

And another poem contributed by B. H. Van 
Bremen to Up-to-Date Farming, as I was revising 
this work as follows: 

THE PARMER'S WIPE. 

The farmer came In from the field one day; 
His languid step and his weary way, 
His bended brow, his sinewy hand. 
All showed his work for the good of the land; 
For he sows. 
And he hoes. 
And he mows. 
All for the good of the land. 

By the kitchen fire stood his patient wife. 
Light of his home and Joy of his life. 
With face all aglow and busy hand, 
Preparing the meal foA the husband's band; 

For she must boil, 

And she must broil. 

And she must toil. 
All for the good of the home. 

The bright sun. shines when the farmer goes out. 
The birds sing sweet songs, the lambs frisk about; 
The brook babbles softly in the glen. 
While he works so bravely for the good of men; 

For he sows, 
' And he mows. 

And he hoes, 
All for the good of the land. 

How briskly the wife steps about ^\t\xVDL» 
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The dishes to wash, and the milk to skim; 

The fire goes out, flies buzz about — 

Per the dear ones at home her heart is kept stout 

There are pies to make. 

There is bread to bake. 

And steps to take. 
All for the sake of home. 

When the day is o'er, and the evening is come. 
The creatures are fed, the milking is done. 
He takes his rest 'neath the old shade tree, 
From the labor of the land his thoughts are free; 

Though he sows. 

And he hoes. 

And he mows, 
He rests from the work of the land. 

But the faithful wife, from sun to sun. 

Takes her burden up that's never done; 

There is no rest, there is no play. 

For the good of the house she must work away: 

For to mend the frock. 

And to knit the sock. 

And the cradle to rock. 
All for the good of the home. 

When autumn is here, and its chilling blast. 
The farmer gathers his crops at last; 
His barns are full, his fields are bare, 
For the good of the land he ne'er hath care. 

While it blows. 

And it snows. 

Till winter goes. 
He rests from the work of the land. 

But the willing wife, till life's closing day. 
Is the children's guide, the husband's stay; 
From day to day she has done her best, 
Until death alone can give her rest. 

For after the test. 

Comes the rest. 

With the blest. 
In the farmer's heavenly home. 

Is it not so? There is a spiritual side to this ques- 
tion of life on the farm that vi^ catv tiot safely ig- 
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nore. And the man who is not deeply interested in 
making farm life all that it should be, and can be, is 
not fit to be an American citizen. We may not be 
able to bring the farm to the world, but we can take 
something of the world, its life, its virtues, its 
beauty and its intelectual stimulus to the farm. 
Something of this has been done already, as has 
been shown, but more remains to be done. We can 
not cure human discontent and dissatisfaction, but 
we can, and must, as far as possible, destroy those 
conditions which give discontent and dissatisfaction 
a reason for being. 



I 



CHAPTER XVIII 

The time has surely now come to pass 
When farmers should rise in solid mass 

And throttle wrong. 
They are the ordained rulers of the earth, 
So intended from the day of creation's birth. 
Without their help what'd our land be worth? 

Arise, be strong! 

SOME OF THE BENEFITS. 

General irrigation of the farms, the prevention of 
food adulteration, the settling of disputes without 
recourse to the courts, and the organization in other 
surplus-producing countries of societies similar to 
the American Society of Equity, are all within the 
scope of this movement; and they all have a direct 
bearing on the problem to be solved. With a con- 
stantly fertile and productive soil, freed from the 
wrongful competition of base and fraudulent prod- 
ucts, relieved from the vexations and delays of liti- 
gation, and bound together with his fellows all over 
the world in a society seeking the good of all, the 
American farmer will be his own master, and will 
enjoy a peace, prosperity and dignity such as he 
never before knew. 

Such will be the general result. Particulaly, the 
farmer will find that the value of his land will in- 
crease from 25 to 100 per cent. Producing more 
value, the farms will, of course, \)e ^onV mote. It 

I 
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has been said that the capital invested in farming 
amounts to twenty billions of dollars, most of which 
is, of course, in land. This could easily be doubled, 
by making the farms more productive of money. 
Reference has been made to the action of a cer- 
tain corporation in quadrupling its stock. This- 
is common in the commercial world. Is it not im 
order for the farmers to declare their farms and, 
plants worth four times the old value? It is quite: 
the style for manufacturers of agricultural imple- 
ments to quadruple their fortunes by the simple 
act of making a declaration to that effect, and 
then to put the price of their goods on a basis that, 
will enable them to pay dividends on the increased', 
capitalization. If the farmers must pay ^prices for 
their plows, cultivators and other niachineVjr that 
makes such things possible for the manufacturers, 
why not put up the price of grain and farm produce 
so that the earning capacity of farms will be in- 
creased to such an extent that farmers also may 
declare their capital stock to be four times as great 
as it was? 1 
But this would not be a case of simple "marking 
up," for the real value of the farms would be in- 
creased. With fair prices, close and intelligent cul- 
tivation, equitable laws for all, wide foreign mar- 
kets, good roads, irrigation, information as to actual 
crop and market conditions, ability to direct pro- 
duce to the best markets, systematic marketing and 
organization, farm lands would rise in value g^t^-^vVj , 
and every farmer and the whole couxv\.t^ 
the richer. On such a firmly eslabWsVv^^ 
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this our national prosperity could hardly be shaken. 
As has been pointed out, the farmer could and 
would spend more money for improvements, more 
for education, and more for both necessities and 
luxuries. Indeed, things that are now luxuries 
would speedly become necessities. The certainty 
of the business, as contrasted with the present un- 
certainty, would put a new life and spirit into the 
farmers. They would be proud of their occupation, 
and happy and contented in it. Travel, books, pic- 
tures, better clothes, better house furnishings, more 
z^musements, and a wider and fuller life, would all 
be in reach of the farmers. There would be no need 
of pinching economy in the good years to insure 
against distress in the bad years. Having a certain 
profit from their products, they would spend it free- 
ly, and every industry in the country would be 
benefited— even beyond the dreams of the past — 
thus benefiting every man, woman and child. The 
improvements that the farmer would feel that it 
was worth while to make would further increase 
the value of the farms, and thus in every possible 
material way the improvement would be tremend- 
ous. The men on the farms would not have to work 
as hard as they do now, and they could shorten 
their working day, thus gaining time for other 
things. With a larger margin of profit, they would 
riot be driven to raise the largest possible crops in 
order to make a bare living. There would be less 
drudgery and more rational enjoyment, and thus 
rural life would take a charm ^wVvktv It so sadly lacks 
under present coriditions. TWe >nov\^ tcv^x^ 
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money, fewer notes in bank, possibly no mortgages^ 
and with it a general ease and security which pres- 
ent uncertainty and anxiety make quite inlpossible. 
The farmer is the last man who should feel any 
anxiety, and yet anxiety seems to be almost his 
special foe. It grows out of the uncertainty he feels 
in regard to his income from year to year, the in- 
evitable result of uncertainty of weather, yields and 
prices and his sense of helplessness. It is from 
these things that he is asked to emancipate himself. 
Think for a moment of the effect that freedom of 
this sort has on the minds of men. They at once 
begin to feel that many things are worth while 
which never seemed to be so before. Even life it- 
self becomes more worth while. This freedom 
would encourage the farmer to improve his prop- 
erty, to make his home more pleasant and attrac- 
tive, would increase his pride in his occupation, 
keep his interest up to the mark and his mind on the 
alert, and would make his life the joy that it ought 
to be. To sum up: The effect of the American 
Society of Equity will be to benefit the farmers of 
the United States and of all the world and all other 
businesses as well, for they are all dependent on the 
farm. It will mean higher education, better citizen- 
ship, less poverty, misery and crime, lower taxes, 
fewer saloons, more schools and more innocent 
places of amusement. Present uncertainties as to 
price will be removed, farm values will increase, 
thus adding billions of dollars to ttv^ ci\ 
country. Business everywhere wVW ^\A.mv\a^^^'» 
and there will be more equal dislribuVvotv ^^"^^sjOsvi 
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a much larger proportion of it remaining in the 
country. Speculation in the products of the farm 
will be done away with, and all its evil effects on 
those products and on the people who watch the 
board and ticker will vanish. The success of the 
American Society of Equity will make it possible 
for the farmers whose tastes run in that direction 
to have comfortable and even luxurious homes, and 
will make of the country a veritable paradise. And 
prosperity will be general and permanent because 
based on the prosperity of that industry on which 
all other industries depend. An ambitious program 
surely, but it can be carried out if the farmers will 
but loyally and intelligently co-operate. This is no 
dream — or, if it is, it is one that can be easily real- 
ized. The farmers of the United States can make 
it come true. The future of the United States of 
America is the future of agriculture ; mark this pre- 
diction. So the appeal is to the patriotic as well 
as to the selfish motives of the farmers. Through 
their salvation the salvation of the country must 
be worked out. 



CHAPTER XIX 



Cooperate! Cooperate! 

If you would keep the boys 
Contented with the farmer's lot, 

A sharer of his joys. 
Lift them above the path that you 

Of old were wont to walk, 
A humdrum round of drudgery. 

Where wolves of want close stalk. 

Cooperate! Cooperate! 

The good wife needs a rest. 
For she has shared your burdens long. 

Your true friend and your best. 
Through countless tasks and thankless toil 

Her youth was gladly spent, 
But now the load too heavy lies 

Upon her shoulders bent. 

FARMERS' PROBLEMS SOLVED. 

There are many problems that are troubling our 
wise men a good deal that will be solved by the suc- 
cessful operation of this plan. A few of them may 
well claim our attention. We have all read the 
mournful lamentation over the unwillingness of 
young men to remain on the farms. The tendency 
of population is, we are told, constantly toward the 
cities. And the tendency is gprowing stronger all 
the while. The percentage of the city to the to^a^k 
population is larger than it was \.^tv ^j^^x's* "a:^^, 
being 41 per cent, in 1890, and 47 pet c^tvX.., c,o>\^ 
ing in towns of 1,000 population and o^j^x, vcs. 
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The growth of cities in the United States is one of 
the most marked features in our American life. That 
the cities will continue to grow may be taken for 
granted, but there is no reason why they should 
grow so largely at the expense of the country and 
country towns. 

A writer, discussing this question a short time 
ago, said that the reason the sons of farmers sought 
the cities was that city life was so much more com- 
plex than life on the farm, and that the whole tend- 
ency of our civilization was toward complexity. 
This may be the philosophy of it, and it is undoubt- 
edly true that our people demand excitement and 
variety. Dullness and monotony are to most of us 
intolerable. So there is a shrinking from the un- 
eventful farm life, and also a longing for the more 
stirring life of the large city. But this is not the 
whole of the question. What tlie American youth 
whether he be country or city bred, wants above 
everything else is a career — an opportunity. The 
city offers a thousand chances to one offered by the 
farm. The chance of failure is greater in the city 
than on the farm^ when a mere living is considered, 
but so is the chance of success. And Americans 
were ever drawn by risk. They will play for high 
stakes, and they do not as a rule grumble if they 
lose, provided they have had a fair chance to win. 

So the young man wants his career. He considers 
the case of his father, perhaps, and sees that he has 
worked drudgingly all his life for the most con- 
temptible reward. Long \\out^, severe and heart- 
breaking toil, anxiety, pmcVvmg ecoxvom^ , s€v'l-^^\v\'^ 
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and sacrifice, and finally old age, with, it may be, 
little to show for it all — what is there in the picture 
that is alluring to the high-spirited young man? 
The young man loves his home, and if he loves it 
he remembers it with affection, but still he knows 
that the life is narrow, that the hardships are many, 
and that the return was slight. Apparently there 
is nothing more in the life for him than there was 
for his father, and so he escapes to the city, where 
there is at least a chance for him to win his spurs. 
People may have theories and write learnedly on 
this subject, but there is no way of keeping the 
young man on the farm if we allow things to remain 
as they are. Our wise, good and honest men may 
deplore the tendency toward the city, but they can 
not honestly quarrel with the young man's choice. 
Nor can they forbid him to make his choice. 

There is only one thing to be done, and that is to 
make farm life more attractive, and equip it with 
good possibilities. We can not exclude men from 
the cities or chain them to the farms, but we can 
allure, attract and keep them to the farms. And 
this is what we propose to do through the Ameri- 
can Society of Equity. If the farmer's son could 
feel sure that he would get good prices for his pro- 
ducts, that he would be able to control his business, 
that he would not, as now, be neglected by the gov- 
ernment, be ridiculed by his acquaintances, and that 
all the capacity he possesses and all the education 
he might acquire would find abundant sco^^ 
exercise on the farm with the cetV^ATvV^ cA X'Oek^x'^ 
reward, he would think long beiote m\^T^\Ivcv^ 
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the city. Give the farmer as many of the comforts 
of the city as he cares to possess, a fair chance at 
the city's amusements, plenty of books and papers 
and an education that would fit him to enjoy them, 
and he will, with a sure chance for a career, be 
quite content to remain a tiller of the soil. =But if 
he is to be a mere drudge, a hewer of wood and 
drawer of water for others, we have no right to be 
surprised that agriculture has slight charm for the 
young man. 

It is admitted that it is a bad thing both for the 
city and the country to have the young men in such 
large numbers leave the latter for the former. The 
professions are crowded ; there are more clerks and 
bookkeepers than are needed, and the farm needs 
laborers more now than ever before, and it is be- 
sides dangerous when there is a large element of 
the population living in boarding-houses without 
any of the restraints and safeguards of home. This 
congestion of population is getting worse. And 
with it the chance of the individual is growing 
slighter all the time. Yet all the while there is a 
clamor for workers on the farms. Would the aver- 
age young man run away from a good chance on the 
farm to a desperate struggle in the city with thous- 
ands of others perhaps better equipped for it then he 
is? ^This is hot likely. The farms need the young 
men, and it is to the interest of the nation that they 
should stay on the farm. There would be more than 
enough work for all if the conditions were right and 
if the worktTS could only be 2l%%vlt^4l VVvaA. \t vrould 
pay to farm to the limit. W\\.Vv \^t^^t 
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farmer could afford to pay better wages and to 
grant a shorter working day to the men employed 
by him, and so those toilers who are now stranded 
in the city would be drawn to the farm, to the great 
advantage both of agriculture and themselves. 

The possibilities in this direction are very great, 
and they should be attractive. Nothing is more 
needed in this country than a redistribution of the 
population wisely and judiciously made. To secure 
this we must make farming as attractive as it was 
meant to be by God when He created a garden and 
put a man in to to dress it. The poet Cowley 
writes: "God the first garden made, and the first 
city Cain," and Cowper assures us that "God made 
the country, and man made the town." True to 
his nature man has done what he could to spoil the 
country, God's handiwork. It can be, to some ex- 
tent at least, restored to its lost estate. And it is 
fortunate that much is already being done to ac- 
complish this. We have only to co-operate intel- 
ligently with forces already at work in order to keep 
the country from being depopulated and the city 
from being overcrowded. In some other countries 
rural life is popular. It can be made so with us. 
Indeed, the popular taste is already turning in that 
direction. There is no business that demands more 
brains than agriculture if it is properly carried on. 
But in these days brains must be liberally paid. 
The competition for talent is severe, and the farm 
must be prepared to meet it. If ttvete. ^^x^ •a&f5.>ax- 
ance of adequate reward for iarmm^ tN^vi v^^*^- 
ent isolation and loneliness and oxVvet uxis^^w^'^^^'^^'^^ 
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conditions would not repel. Men go to the Klon- 
dike and live there simply that they may make 
their fortunes. They will brave anything for the 
sake of a chance to make their way in the world and 
to find free scope for the talent they feel stirring 
within them. The frozen north, the burning tropics, 
the islands of the sea, aye, the most barbarous and 
dangerous life — ^all of these call to our young men, 
and they do not call in vain. Yet they turn their 
backs with something like contempt on the farm. 
Is it not strange? And does not the fact condemn 
us as a people? Surely we can do better than this. 
The American Society of Equity offers the chance* 
It would make farming attractive, and would agAin 
clothe it with the old seductiveness that it once tad 
for our people in those days when every American 
citizen wanted to become a landowner. A ^ame 
it Ls that that charm has been lost. But it n^ed not 
be lost permanently. Even as it is the life has a 
charm which the shriekers on the floor of the stock 
exchange and in the wheat pit know nothing of. 
For the farmer does produce something, and he at 
least has the satisfaction of knowing that he is of 
some use in the world. 

The problem, then, is to develop the life on the 
farm up to the full measure of its great possibilities. 
We must make farming a career in the sense that 
other honorable occupations are careers, assure the 
farmer of a fair return for his labor, develop in him 
a pride in his work, make him see that it is worth 
while for him to put into it all the brains he pos- 
sesses and that scientific latmm^ ^^'^^> ^g^N^ 
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him that intellectual stimulus which comes from a 
larger and freer life. We must elevate the farm- 
er's business until it is on an equality with the best 
business in the country, and when farming as a 
profession is the best profession on earth. When 
we have done all this, when the Third Power at 
last asserts itself, there will be no difficulty in keep- 
ing the boys on the farm, and other boys will want 
to come. Is not the experiment worth trying? Do 
not the farmers see that they owe it to their profes- 
sion, to exert themselves to the utmost to give it 
that standing in the eyes of the world that it ought 
to have and once did have? And can not all our 
people be made to understand that anything which 
contributes to the accomplishment of all these re- 
sults is worthy of their cordial and enthusiastic sup- 
port? There is nothing here suggested that may 
not be done. The question is, Will the farmers do 
it? 



CHAPTER XX 

Who, then's, more entitled to inspire the laws. 
Who'd take more interest in the common cause. 

Than he with good at heart? 
As barnacles on the great ship of state. 
Politicians decrease its fast sailing rate 
And have no cares for its final fate; 

They know no. chart. 

INTIMATE CONNECTION WITH POLITICS. 

It is, of course, quite impossible to consider this 
question apart from politics. Few questions in this 
country can be considered in this detached way. In 
this case it happens that there is a very direct and 
intimate connection between the reform proposed 
and politics — not party politics, but politics in the 
larger and more scientific sense. The air is full of 
talk about political reform. The abuses, injustices 
and oppressions incident to the business of govern- 
ment in this country are dwelt on with much em- 
phasis. All know that corruption abounds on every 
hand, that graft is almost the law of our political 
life, that extravagance is the rule, that favoritism 
is prevalent, and that those with the strongest 
"pull" get the greatest consideration. There is dis- 
crimination everywhere, and it is in favor of the 
strong and against the weak. The law itself is too 
often the mere agent of the rich and powerful for 
carrying out their doubtful schemes. 

Why is all this true in a country in which the 
people are supposed to govern? None of us can 
be made to believe that.tVv^ p^o^\^ ^.i^ ^oicic\i^t or 
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that they deliberately prefer bad to good govern- 
ment. The people are not corrupt, and so far from 
preferring bad government it is they who. chiefly 
suffer from it. The trouble is that the people do 
not govern. Nominally a democracy, this govern- 
ment is the oligarchy controlled by a comparatively 
small class in its own interest. The people simply 
take what is given to them. Thus we have turned 
our system upside down and are false to the funda- 
mental law of our political being. When a scound- 
rel in the postoffice department is caught with 
money in his hands that does not belong there we 
all know that it is the people's money that he has 
stolen. When a rascally law is enacted taxing the 
people for the benefit of a few greedy and grasping 
individuals, it is they that are oppressed. Divided 
into parties, the respectable and decent men of our 
cities are powerless to checkmate the rogues who 
prey on all alike, no matter what party they may 
belong to. The combination between men in office 
and corporations seeking franchises and favors is a 
combination in the interest of the politicians and 
the corporations and against the interest of the peo- 
ple. The people everywhere suffer, not because 
they govern, but because they are governed, and 
really without their consent. Pulls, influence, 
money, party trickery, corporate corruption in poli- 
tics practised by our leading citizens — these be our 
rulers. And to this perversion of our government 
from its true aim and purpose are due all the ills 
from which we suffer. 
And it is only those who make some^JoA^\^ o>\\. 
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government who have any constant and effective in- 
fluence in public affairs. President Hadley, of Yale 
University, writes: 

"Except in those grave crises whan a wave of pa- 
triotism sweeps over the community the support on 
which a democratic government relies is spasmodic 
and accidental. No man except the professionel 
politician feels that the government is being run in 
his particular interest. On none, therefore, except 
the professional politician can it rely for continuous 
activity in giving effect to its decrees." 

We all understand this perfectly well. Who are 
the men directly and keenly and continuously inter- 
ested in politics if not those who work simply that 
they may get something out of the game? The men 
who speak in political campaigns are, as a rule, men 
who, if not paid outright for their services, expect 
to get appointments if their side wins. Year after 
year you see the same men hanging around the 
polls, and hoping, through their connection with the 
organization, to be "taken care of." Gradually the 
government has been wrested from the hands of the 
people, and more and more — and as a consequence 
— the people have lost interest in it and influence 
with it. 

Now the proposition is to restore to the people 
that supremacy which is rightfully theirs, and which 
they must have if this is ever again to be a govern- 
ment of the people. As this is even yet pre-emi- 
nently an agricultural country, the farmers are the 
people. ^ With the millions of men directly inter- 
ested in furthering their own interests, which are 
tjfose of the people, and bouivd Yo^^vV^x o^:- 
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ganization, the usurpation of the politicians and cor- 
porations would be broken, and the real rulers 
would govern. Considered in this light the Ameri- 
can Society of Equity — the Third Power — is an in- 
strument for the restoration of true democratic gov- 
ernment in the United States, regardless of name 
of party. No administration would dare to disre- 
gard such an influence, or would think of tying it- 
self up to the politicians and those who now use 
them. Under such a system nothing^ would or could 
be done without the freely expressed will of the 
people. If they governed themselves badly, they 
would still govern themselves, and would be re- 
sponsible for all mistakes and crimes. With this 
power and influence the people would regain their 
old interest in public affairs, and the government 
would no longer be forced to rely on the profes- 
sional politician "for continuous activity in giving 
effect tp its decrees." In a word, it is proposed to 
broaden the base of government and to put the 
power and responsibility in and on the people. A 
favor is something enjoyed by one at the expense 
of others. Favors enjoyed by all are not favors, 
but rights. If we can secure the granting of justice 
to all and the withdrawal of privileges enjoyed only 
by the few, we shall destroy the "pull" and the 
whole system based on it. So this is a movement 
for democratic government — government for all and 
by all, in which all shall participate. With this se- 
cured most of the evils from which we are no^ ^s^xA.- 
fering would disappear. The puW v^owXdi xvoV ^cy^s. 
when there is nothing to be gam^d \X- "^^'^ 
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people would not be interested in stealing from 
themselves. If there was nothing for corruption 
to win there would be no corruption. In brief, the 
remeciy is to be sought in a simple adherence to 
what is the true American system, from which we 
have so widely departed, and in a loyal adherence 
to the old American ideals. 

One other point is made by President Hadley that 
bears directly on this discussion. He calls attention 
to the fact th^t business and politics are now both 
regarded as games, and he says : 

"A wider discretionary power for good or ill is 
placed in the hands of those by whome the public 
affairs of a city or state are conducted. These 
affairs will not be safe while politics is regarded as 
a game. * * * Under an imperialistic policy 
our government can not remain what it is. It must 
grow either worse or better. It can not remain a 
game in which the struggle for success is as far as 
possible disassociated from the moral sense of the 
participants. It will involve either a direct breach 
of trust or a direct acceptance of trust." 

How widely this "game" theory of politics is held 
we all know, or, if we do not, we can easily learn 
by a few minutes' talk with a ward worker. Perhaps 
we ourselves have held to the theory. However this 
may be, the theory is wholly pernicious. For what 
is a "game" except something at which some one 
must win and some other one lose? It is the risk of 
losing, the hazard, that gives the game all its charm. 
There would be no betting on horse races if it were 
positively certain that every one would win ; also na 
gambling on grain if every otve >Nt.T^\io\iTA Vc^ VasA* 



180 THE THIRD POWER. 



If success were sure for all, our gambling laws 
would enforce themselves — for there would be no 
jgambling. What, therefore, are we to think of a 
political, system administered by, or in the name of, 
a free people, which is avowedly based on the theory 
that some of the people must win at the expense of 
others of the people ? Yet that is the present situa- 
tion. It should be ended. An honest government 
is one under which every citizen, even the humb- 
lest, would win — that is, it is not a game. It is a 
business, and a business conducted for the benefit of 
all. And that is the sort of government that is ad- 
vocated by the American Society of Equity. Poli- 
ticians do not struggle, and plot, and bribe in order 
that they may secure justice and equity ; what they 
seek is privilege. They play the game, and they 
play it for rich stakes. So it is proposed to uproot 
this game theory, for, as President Hadley truth- 
fully says, our "affairs will not be safe while politics 
is regarded as a game." If we make it impossible, 
as we intend to do, for one man to win at the ex- 
pense of another, we shall end the game business 
and destroy the interest in politics now shown by 
men who ought to be banished from politics. With 
the people in power, and with the government, 
which is now a great gambling affairs, turned into 
an honorable business enterprise, corruption, brib- 
ery and extravagance will disappear, and elections, 
instead of being fierce and degrading struggles for 
spoil, will be, as they ought to be, sober consulta- 
tions regarding questions oi i^t\tvc\^le and policy in 
which all will have legitvmaU mY^i^^x.. 
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While some may think him quite enchanting, 
Heed not the politician's senseless ranting; 

Down with his throne! 
In your sturdy ranks are statesmen true 
Who*d see that you received what's justly due. 
Bring them forward, as you surely should do — 

Have rulers of your own! 

COMPELS A STRONG GOVERNMENT. 

Much is said about the dangers of a strong gov- 
ernment. But surely no one will deny that the gov- 
ernment ought, at least, to be stronger than any 
citizen or combination of citizens. The power of all 
must be stronger than the power of less than all. 
Otherwise we shall have the rule of the many by the 
few, which is abhorrent to American ideas. So we 
shall have a government strong enough to prevent 
one man from injuring another. And it will make 
no difference how rich and powerful the would-be 
injurer is.' In no other way than this can justice and 
equity be secured. The government must first itself 
be just, and then it must, standing above and out- 
side of all classes and cliques, impose absolute jus- 
tice upon all. We all know that weak governments 
can not do this. A feeble ruler is always, and of 
necessity must be, an unjust and oppressive x-ssNsx. 
In order to maintain himself he \s ioice^ 
support of the rich and powerful or eexV^m cNa.'s.'s.e^ 
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of the rich and powerful, and to win their support 
he must favor them at the expense of the rest of 
the community. A study of the history of the South 
and Central American republics will show that this 
is true. To be just, a government must be great 
and strong, owing no favors to any one, and grant- 
ing none to any one. 

To this extent, then, we intend to have a strong 
government in this country. Putting the case in the 
other way, surely no one will say that it should be 
less strong than even the most powerful citizen, or 
combination of citizens. We want all the people^ 
and not some of the people — to rule all the people. 
And this, and this only, is self-government. We 
may then start with the certainty that the success 
of the American Society of Equity and the triumph 
of the Third Power will mark the end of class rule 
and of the favoritism that has grown out of it. Thus 
we shall have justice and the destruction of all mo- 
tives that lead men in power to be guilty of injus- 
tice. Surely that will be a great gain. Of course it 
would be foolish to attempt to say what such a gov- 
ernment might do, for it could do whatever it 
pleased to do. What it pleased to do would depend 
wholly on the will of the people. It is conceivable 
that the new system might develop along socialistic 
lines, and that the central authority might interfere 
more than it does now with what we call private 
business. Yet there is no tendency to the confisca- 
tion of property nor anything that will check enter- 
prise, nor limit ambition or kil! incentive to efforts. 
But if two classes of citizens go\. m\.o ^ CLOwXxov^rsy 
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causing inconvenience and loss to the whole com- 
munity, it is very probable that all the people, act- 
ing through their government, would intervene to 
protect themselves and to end the quarral. If it 
were found that the butchers were charging prices 
for meat out of all proportion to the cost of the cat- 
tle that they bought — as they have been known to 
do— the government, in the interest of all, would al- 
most certainly order the price to be reduced. Tke 
coal strike of 1902-3 could have been ended before 
the evil effects of it were felt outside of the neigh- 
borhood where it started ; and who will claim that 
immeasurable suffering, inconvenience and financial 
loss all over the country should be endured just be- 
cause a few miners and operators disagree? If a 
government is not for this purpose, pray, what is it 
for? In the controversy^ which it has been sug- 
gested might arise between the farmers and the con- 
sumers as to the price of farm products, the govern- 
ment would impose its just will on both parties to 
the quarrel and see that a fair and reasonable price 
was established. In a word, it would instantly ally 
itself with all the people as against any class that 
was seeking to win for itself an unfair advantage at 
the expense of society. As it is now it allies itself 
with a given class against the whole body of the 
people. Thus that situation would be entirely re- 
versed. 

But it will be asked, could such a government be 
trusted? Certainly it could be if the people can be 
trusted to govern themselves, as "w^ a\\ 
believe. And when we say thai V^^Vv^n^ va 
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principle of self-government we do not mean that 
we think that the people are infallible, and so incap- 
able of making mistakes. What we do mean is that 
the people are honest, intelligent, swayed by good 
purposes, and are much better fit to govern them- 
selves than any man is to govern them. We mean 
further that they will be much more patient under 
their own mistakes than they could be under the 
mistakes of any one else. They would recognize that 
the hurt came from themselves, so as there would 
be no one to punish there would be no basis for dis- 
content or revolution. 

It would, to be sure, still be necessary to decide 
questions of policy by a majority vote, and the dan- 
ger of a tyranny by majority would not be wholly 
removed ; but it would be greatly lessened. For we 
should have in government something of that co- 
operation which it is designed to introduce in the 
business of production. The government would be 
more directly by the people and less by the dele- 
gated agents than is now the case. And the over- 
whelming preponderance of the farmers would 
strengthen and broaden the foundation of govern- 
ment and would g^ve many more people an interest 
in it. 

Thus the American Society of Equity, merely by 
calling attention very sharply to the grievances of 
the farmers, who constitute the largest class in the 
country, and without jiaving anything directly to 
do with politics, may be expected It^yvs^ottcs. ova 
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government by restoring it to its first and highest 
estate. 

What does it matter if mistakes are made? They 
are made now. The people are quite as wise as the 
politicians and ringsters who now bear rule. And 
surely the politicians ought to be willing to admit 
that people wise enough to put them in power are 
very wise indeed. To hear the defenders of the pres- 
ent system talk you would think that presidents and 
congresses were never corrupt, nor wicked, nor in- 
competent, nor foolish. They compare the new 
scheme with an ideal system, and because it does 
not measure up to it they condemn it, forgetting that 
neither does the old system measure up to the ideal. 
Yet it must ever be borne in mind that we do not 
advocate any new system — no patent device or 
trick. What is advocated is old enough, namely, a 
government which shall be controlled by the people 
and not by the agents and servants of the people — a 
strong government, that will protect its citizens and 
afford that protection quickly — ^an equitable govern- 
ment, that secures justice for all. This is the true 
American theory from which, however, we have 
widely departed. 

One thing which it is desired to secure is new in 
human governments, and that is justice. If that can 
be gained all will have been gained. Is it beyond 
our reach? For ages men have longed for it and 
struggled for it, but it has always gleamed just 
ahead of them, and they have never beew -^Xr. 
reach it. Is it now at hand? "NoV idi^^"^ ox vcv 
fullness, perhaps,, for this is an Vrnv^xieoX ^^^^"^ ^ 



186 THE THIRD POWER. 



imperfect men, and selfishness is hard to kill. But 
substantially it can be secured. It can be secured, 
but only in one way — ^by enlisting selfishness (self- 
interest) in the struggle for it. If we can make a 
large majority of men see that it pays to be just, 
that they can not have justice themselves unless 
they are prepared to concede it to others, they will 
be as zealous fighters against injustice as are the 
most unselfish and idealistic of people. Men have 
in the past tried to eliminate selfishness. Now the 
purpose is to use it on the side of righteousness. 
The appeal must be made to the intelligence and 
self-interest of men as well as to their conscience. 
It ought not to be difficult to make sensible men 
understand that they would win more by freely 
yielding to every other man his rights than they 
could ever hope to win in a fierce scramble for un- 
fair advantages in which they are as likely to be 
hurt as they are to hurt their brother. The farmer's 
cause will not be promoted — ^the Third Power will 
not rise— on the ruin of other enterprises, but by 
building up alongside of them will strengthen every 
other legitimate business and good institution. 

A great economic writer has given us an allegory 
showing the wastefulness of a foolish and unen- 
lightened selfishness. He once saw a cage of mon- 
keys being fed. A plate full of food was placed be- 
fore each monkey, but each one of them, instead of 
eating from the plate before him, wildly grabbed for 
the portion of his neighbor. And in the scramble 
much of the food was lost. What is suggested here 
is that each man should eat oft \v\s o^wcs. ^\3t\.^ 
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leave his neighbor to consume his meal in peace. 
Thus all would get enough, and the decencies would 
be maintained. Society at the present time is very- 
like the cage of monkeys. In both cases there is 
selfishness, but it is of the silly kind. Surely we can 
order things better. If we can not, we might as 
well confess that self-government is a failure, nay, 
that men are not fit to live together in organized 
society. 



CHAPTER XXII. 



THE PLAN IS PRACTICABLE. 

Then come along! Come along! Make no delay; 
Come from every dwelling, come from every way; 
Let Equity be in your hearts, and on your banners gay, 
Then right and justice will prevail and dwell with us 
always. 

Such is the argument in favor of the proposed so- 
ciety. For further details as to methods of organi- 
zation, and rules for government of the society, I 
refer to the appendix and to the constitution and 
by-laws, where the details are set forth ex- 
plicitly. And these have to do directly with another 
exceedingly important question. Some farmers may 
say that such a combination would be very desir- 
able, that it would accomplish all the things I have 
said it would accomplish, and that in every way it 
would be a good thing for the farmers and the 
people. But they may ask: Is the plan practicable? 
This is the great question which reformers always 
have to answer, and, of course, it is right that they 
should be required to answer it, for it is to the test 
of practicability that everything must be brought. A 
flying machine would be most useful — if it would 
work. > But unless a device of this sort will work 
there is no sense in paying aivy ^.\X\.^w\\qtv lo it. Al- 
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ways there is this terrible test. Can the American 
Society of Equity stand it? 

I have not, in what has been said, passed over this 
question. For it has been shown that organization 
is the law of industrial progress; that other indus- 
tries are organized ; that all the forces of our civili- 
zation are tending toward a closer unity among 
men; that the farmers have combined successfully 
already (witness the Grange, Alliance, Farmers' 
Mutual Association and others), and that every 
change for the better that has taken place in the 
farmer's condition — his greater intelligence, his 
growing sense of dependence on others in the same 
line, his closer association with others through the 
medium of frequent mails, telephones, trolley lines, 
the growth of cities and towns in the rural regions, 
and his greater use of machinery — all points the way 
to organization, and makes it necessary, easy and 
inevitable. The American Society of Equity is thus 
working along natural lines and in cooperation with 
natural forces. So the argument in favor of the pos- 
sibilities of organizing by this plan is reasonably 
strong as it now stands. As to its practicability and 
durability, these depend on the benefits it gives. 
But a little closer and more detailed examination of 
it may serve to allay the doubts of the more timor- 
ous and conservative. Of course, the great object- 
tion is that the scheme is too large and involves too 
many men. Organization, it is said, is easy when 
only a few people are concerned, but it is exceed- 
ingly difficult when it becomes t\ece?>^^.T^ ^^ci Vs^^^^ 
millions of people, living in wideVy 
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tions of the country, but this objection is based, not 
on the impracticability of the plan, but on the diffi- 
culty without conceding its impossibility. It will 
undoubtedly be harder to organize the farmers in 
such a way as to secure united action from them 
than it is for two men in the same city to form a 
commercial partnership ; but the one is no more im- 
possible than the other. 

Surely the farmers in a certain neighborhood can 
organize without much trouble, and they can agree 
to abide by certain rules. They have done so and 
are doing this every day. So of the farmers in an- 
other and adjoining sections. Thus far the case is 
plain enough. If, therefore, the farmers in any given 
county have organized in the American Society of 
Equity — and they have in many— does it not follow 
that they can organize in other counties until a 
state is organized. If one state can organize an- 
other can. In fact, all the states can. If the farm- 
ers producing one important crop can organize into 
the American Society of Equity and get all the ben- 
efits it promises, and they have, is there any reason 
why the growers of other crops can not do the 
same? f If the farmers in the United States can or- 
ganize (and they have more than once, but on very 
poor plans), the farmers in Canada can organize, 
where the needs are as urgent and the conditions 
are very similar. Now if the farmers in America 
can organize on this new plan of the American So- 
ciety of Equity, and for the beautiful and meritor- 
ious objects for which it stands, does it not follow 
that the hrmtT% of Europe cm ot^^swl^, ^^^xxkM- 
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larly .since they need organization even more? I 
do not admit the necessity of organizing the farm- 
ers of Europe to accomplish all the objects of the 
American Society of Equity in this country, but or- 
ganization there will follow. It will be a spontan- 
eous lifting up or following in the lead of the Amer- 
ican farmers until they are on the same level. 

There is not a step in the process which may not 
be easily taken. Indeed, the work has already been 
begun and is now going forward with great rapid- 
ity. It would not be too much to say that th^ or- 
ganization has already been effected. The problem 
is not one of the creation, but of the extension of 
the organization. That the organization can be 
formed has already been demonstrated. But there 
is another question which may give trouble to some 
people, and that is. Will the organization work? Un- 
less there is good reason to believe that it will not, 
we are almost justified in asserting, even in the 
absence of affirmative proof, that it will, since the 
presumption is so strongly in its favor. At any 
rate we may say that the only way to find out posi- 
tively whether or not it will work, unless it can be 
absolutely demonstrated that it will not work, is to 
try it. The man who builds a flying machine does 
not hesitate to put it to the test. Many men were 
sure that no ship could ever cross the ocean under 
steam. Yet when the trial was made it was found 
that the doubter was mistaken. So it is here. There 
is, as I believe, a great new machine. That it can 
be built has already been proved. Kova ^-^xnX. n.^ 
know whether it will operate. TVv^ m^Ocvvw^ \s> 
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ing built for benefits. We will leave you to judge 
if the plan as explained does not provide for every 
needed timber, all the wheels, levers and cranks ; is 
there a nut, screw, bolt, rivet or nail lacking? Don't 
it look that all that is needed is the co-operative 
help of one million American freemen to man it, 
when it will start and continue forever to supply the 
needs of entire agricultural needs of this great- 
est of countries? In order to be sure either that 
it will or will not work we must give it a trial. . • 
We have seen what it would accomplish, assum- 
ing that it will work. Are not these objects worth 
taking some risk — especially when the risk is so 
slight to secure? If the machine breaks down the 
loss to each individual will be inappreciable; if it 
moves, his gain will be tremendous. You risk in- 
finitely more on every crop you put out or every 
head of live stock you put in the stall, not knowing 
whether you will get your money back or not. If 
the machine works, it will insure you a liberal re- 
turn for every dollar invested, or every hour em- 
ployed in all future time. But why should it not 
work ? It all depends on the farmers. If they come 
into the organization, are loyal to its rules, are true 
to one another, and cooperate faithfully and intelli- 
gently for the general good, there can be no pos- 
sible doubt of the success of the plan. . No, I will 
not expect this. All do not need to be loyal, con- 
sidering the great number of farmers, and the fact 
that only a small portion of any crop needs to be 
controlled at any time. If we admit that the great 
majority of farmers are sluVAiOTtv, m ^^^t t^bellions. 
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yet they can not affect the accurate working results 
of this machine. There will still be enough loyal 
ones left at any time to insure success. In this re- 
spect the great numbers of farmers which, in the 
past, was considered the great element of weakness 
in a farmers' organization will be its greatest 
strength, when working on the plan of the Ameri- 
can Society of Equity. Give us a number equal to 
what were in some former farmers' organizations 
and the definite results will work out almost with- 
out an effort on the part of the individual farmer. 
Farmers should remember that they are not to be 
ruled from the outside. When the voice of the 
American Society of Equity is heard, it will be the 
voice of the farmers themselves. 

So what we are to learn is not whether the organ- 
ization can succeed, but whether the American farm- 
ers honestly want it to succeed ; therefore, to doubt 
the practicability of the plan is to doubt the farm- 
ers themselves; after the organization has been ef- 
fected the farmers can kill it if they wish to, but so 
can a man rob his partner. Railroads combine suc- 
cessfully, and yet how often do we hear of secret 
cutting of rates in direct violation of the agreement 
between the roads. So I admit that some of the 
farmers might play the traitor to the organization, 
and yet I hold that the organization would win in 
spite of their treachery. But there would be few 
such men among the Americatv la.tm^T%% Vwvws^ 
once decided to give the Amwic^xi ^ocv^Vj '^'^ 
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Equity a trial they would see to it that it had a fair 
trial. 

The only people incapable of working together 
in organizations are savages, idiots and the insane. 
Among these a perverse individualism prevails. Are 
we to class the farmers in either of these categories? 
Organization is the great weapon of civilized and 
enlightened men, and so it is peculiarly the weapon 
of the American farmer. In his "Notes on Vir- 
ginia," Thomas Jefferson wrote : 

"Those who labor in the earth are the chosen peo- 
ple of God, if He ever had a chosen people, whose 
breasts He has made His peculiar deposit for sub- 
stantial and genuine virtue. It is the focus in which 
He keeps alive that sacred fife, which otherwise 
might escape from the earth. Corruption of morals, 
in the mass of cultivators is a phenomenon of which 
no age or nation has furnished an example." 

And writing to John Jay, in 1785, Jefferson said: 

"Cultivators of the earth are the most valuable 
citizens. They are the most vigorous, the most in- 
dependent, the most virtuous, and they are tied to 
their country and wedded to its liberty by the most 
lasting bonds." 

What they .were in Jefferson's day they are now. 
Yet it is of such men that we are asked to believe 
that they, like the insane and savage, are incapable 
of organization. The farmers are as intelligent as 
the mechanics, who combine without difficulty and 
make their combinations effective. They are even 
as intelligent -as the so-called captains of industry, 
who, through their orgamzatVoivs, cotv\.to\ \iCi'Ccv n^na 
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business and the politics of the American people. 
What the mechanics and capitalissts do, the farm- 
ers can and will do. To say that they can not or- 
ffanize e^fectively is to put them in a class by them- 
selves and to rank them infinitely below all other 
classes. And that is absurd. 

But all this arpfument as to whether it will work 
IS largely irrelevent because it is working in 
some crops now completely, notably the tobacco 
crop, and has exerted its beneficial influences on all 
other crops. 

One objection remains to be considered: There 
are those who say that the scheme is too great — 
that it is beyond the power of men to achieve. This 
is but another way of stating an objection already 
considered. But what are men put in this world 
for, if not to achieve great things? The very great- 
ness of this enterprise, instead of being an objec- 
tion to it, ought to be one of its chief recommenda- 
tions. Further, if it has been shown that it is prac- 
ticable, what matters it how great it is? The 
greater the better, one would think ; besides, system 
is the servant of the twentieth century business man, 
and great enterprises frequently work out more 
definitely than small ones. 

It is a stupendous campaign in which the farm- 
ers are asked to enlist. But that very fact ought to 
stir their ambition and inflame their zeal. Instead 
of saying that the plan can not be put in ot^etalvcycs.^ 
we ought to set ourselves to a cotvs\4eT^\AOxv o\ 
qualities that are necessary m \.\vos^ vq\vo -^oxi^ 
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make it work. Ralph Waldo Emerson — an Ameri- 
can prophet who was never staggered by the great 
or impossible — has said that "nothing great was 
ever achieved without enthusiasm." It is so. 
Therefore, our duty is, not to pick flaws in the pro- 
posed scheme; not to make up our minds before- 
hand that it can not win., but to kindle our enthusi- 
asm to such a point as to make failure absolutely 
impossible. The cause is worthy ; the weapon is at 
hand and effective; the only weakness, if there is 
weakness, is our own doubting spirit. The appeal 
is for men to fight in the cause and to wield the 
weapon. With them — and they will be had — the 
Machine of Cooperation will be built. The Third 
Power will be a real power; the grand American 
Society of Equity will be a triumphant success, and 
agriculture will be lifted to the plane where it right- 
fully belongs. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



Away with special privilege. 

Away with greed and gain. 
Away with cunning schemes of men 

That equal rights restrain. 

When Toil goes forth amid the fields. 

Its fruits mankind to bless, 
Let Toil say what those fruits are worth. 

Let Toil its own possess. 

FOR ALL COUNTRIES. 

The plan outlined ought to appeal to European 
farmers quite as much as to their American breth- 
ren. With the cheap land in America, and bound- 
less quantities of it, and by the large use of machin- 
ery, the farmers of the United States have forced 
the price of European wheat, and farm products 
generally, to an extremely low price. So all the 
farmers, and not merely those in the United States, 
have suffered from low prices and inadequately re- 
warded labor. This American invasion has not been 
a good thing for any of the farmers. For they have 
been engaged in a competition that was hurtful to 
all. Of course the farmers of Europe can not pos- 
sibly raise prices as long as they are subjected to 
the competition of American products at the present 
low prices. The thing to do is, manifestly, to cotcir 
bine to raise prices. Restrictive \eg\s\^\\oTv 'sl^- 
complish little. In resorting to \.Vvvs> 
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the further danger of raising prices so high that 
people can not or will not buy. The farmers can 
check the present competition by combination more 
easily, and more effectively, than governments can 
kill it by law. 

And the key to the situation is in the hands of the 
Americans. If they will refuse to compete with 
Europeans on the present basis, and will combine 
with them to lift the price of farm products all over 
the world, it is clear that, though competition will 
not be destroyed, it will be put on such a basis as to 
make it possible for all to profit. Every advance of 
price here, provided it be firmly held, will raise the 
price of the competing product abroad. 

A combination among American farmers even 
without help from abroad would have -that effect. 
It would establish a level below which the European 
farmers would not need to go in competing with one 
another. But with all the farmers in the combina- 
tion the effect would be much more marked. 

It seems strange that the European farmers 
should look for salvation to their most dreaded 
competitors, but it is from these latter that salva- 
tion must come. For they have found that in beat- 
ing their European rivals they have also injured 
themselves. Now they propose to take themselves 
out of the unprofitable struggle for cheapness. And 
until they do withdraw from that struggle there will 
be no hope for any one. So this chance is offered 
to the farmers of Canada, France, Austria-Hungary, 
Russia, the Argentine, far-off India, and, in short, 
he world where food for man atv4\i^^"s»\.^Te. ^rown. 



If a Farmer Goes to Washm^lOT\. ^ ^ 
Page 40. 
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in the confident expectation that they will eagerly 
embrace it. The arguments that prove that organ- 
izatiort will be a good thing for the American farm- 
ers prove, also, that it will be a good thing for the 
farmers everywhere. For the same conditions that 
operate against the former operate against the lat- 
ter, and there is the additional element of American 
competition. 

Let it be distinctly understood that the organiza- 
tinn proposed is industrial rather than political. For 
nations differ in their forms of government and in 
their political institutions, and a political program 
that would work well in one country might not 
work at all in another. Production, however, is the 
same the world over. '^Everywhere it depends on 
the three factors, land, labor, and capital, and the 
problem is the same everywhere, namely, to secure 
a fair reward to all three. There is no reason why 
the Third Power should not operate as effectively 
and beneficently in Russia as in the United States, 
in India as in the Argentine. The farmers in all 
these countries are interested in checking specula- 
tion, in preventing the speculators from playing the 
products of one against the other, and in securing 
fair prices for what they raise. In a word, their in- 
terests are identical. Therefore, all can easily co- 
operate. 

The farmers of other countries need the society 
even worse than those of the United States do. 
They have smaller farms and they work dearer land 
— and land that is more m iveed oi constant renew- 
j'ng- and fertilizing. They ne^^ \.o xcvaSsL^ -3^ 
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higher interest on their investment than is neces- 
sary in this country, in order to be sure of a decent 
living. When they come in competition with Amer- 
ican wheat, grown on large farms and on land that 
is yet cheap, they are at a serious disadvantage. 
There is not a farmer in Russia who does not know 
that it would be easier for him to compete with 
American wheat at a dollar than with American 
wheat at fifty, sixty or seventy cents. And if the 
German or English buyers were unable to get wheat 
from America at a lower price than that established 
by the Russian farmers, it would be a|i equal chance 
that they would take Russian wheat. Nor are the 
American farmers at all disturbed at the prospect 
of all farmers getting good prices for their products. 
They know that there is a demand for all the staple 
crops that is ever likely to be raised — that the mar- 
ket is big enough for all. The trouble is that the 
crop of one country is used to depress the price of 
the crops of other countries, and thus all have suf- 
fered while now we want all to get good prices. 

It is this well-known fact that makes interna- 
tional cooperation desirable, and to make the bene- 
fits of the society world wide. Buyers of farm 
products operate on an international basis. Sellers 
should, if they would protect themselves against im- 
position, do th^ same thing. 

Thus business, and not politics, is the object of 
the organization. The question is not whether a 
man is a Republican or a Democrat, a Libeta.1 
Conservative, a supporter or an o^^otv^tnX. 
government, but simply and soVeVy ^^^"^^"^ ^ 
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wants to end the bad, uncertain and unprofitable 
system of the past. Elevate his business on a plane 
with the best of others, and make the best possible 
man out of himself. 

It is from this point of view that rulers and people 
alike are asked to consider this plan. The combin- 
ation is one of the world's producers for their own, 
and so far the world's good. It is proposed to an- 
tagonize nothing except unfair commercial and in- 
dustrial conditions. And when it is known that 
those conditions operate to injure by far the lar- 
gest class of people in the world, surely no one can 
object to having them removed. 

So the organization will be, and indeed has been, 
extended to other countries than the United States. 
The Russian farmers are roused, and are moving 
in the same path which the American farmers are 
asked to tread. Societies similar to the American 
Society of Equity will soon be organized in the 
Czar's dominions and other countries. The in- 
terest is intense wherever the plan has been devel- 
oped. No man to whom it has been explained has 
failed to be convinced. Its simplicity, and, at the 
same time, its wide scope, its effectiveness, its jus- 
tice and its equity, have all served to commend it to 
reasonable men. Whether a man lives in Russia or 
India, the United States, or elsewhere, he wants at 
least a fair chance to make his living, care properly 
for his family and accumulate a competency. On 
this platform all can stand. It is the platform of the 
American Society of Equity. And this is the reason 
whjr it is so well adapted to The 
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invitation, therefore, is as broad as humanity. The 
call goes to all, and from all. For their own good a 
favorable response is earnestly desired. It comes 
from men who are firmly determined to control 
their own business in their own interest, and to 
quit paying unfair toll to the speculators and mid- 
dlemen who have so long preyed on the productive 
industries of the world. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Let Justice reign o'er our mighty band; 

Let our hearts with triumph fill; 
Let all awake, ere 'tis too late. 

And every foe we'll still. 
In Unity we'll conquer all — 

Oh, may the day be near 
"When with Ood and right we will reign as might. 

With conscience bright and clear! 

Oh, why should we, to whom life depends, 
Be trampled in the dust? 

While others gain, we writhe in pain. 
For want of right and Just. 

If one and all would for duty strive. 
Then sorrow soon would end; 

We supreme would reign and our rights we'd gain- 
On no one we'd depend. 

FREEDOM OF ALL THE PEOPLE. 



As a final word, it seems to be necessary to urge 
the thought that success would not involve the en- 
slavement or control of any one class, but the free- 
dom of all the people. It has been said that the 
struggle to which the farmer is invited is one for 
emancipation. What is sought is as little govern- 
ment regulation as posssible, and the widest pos- 
sible opportunity for each one to work out his own 
destiny. The removal of obstacles rather than the 
imposition of new restrictions is the end sought. 
Undoubtedly men who prey on others must be re- 
strained, but even this restiaml \w the inter- 



FARMERS TO THE FRONT. 205 



est of general liberty. That man is not free who 
does not get a fair reward for his own toil undimin- 
ished by tax for the benefit of his fellow citizens. So 
the vice of our present system is, that it is not based 
on liberty. And the farmers are those from whom 
liberty is withheld. So it all comes to a question of 
freedom. In doing away with the present abuses 
we are attacking not simply commercial and indus- 
trial unfairness and oppression, but tyranny. It is 
insisted that all men shall have all that they 
are entitled to. Liberty, then, is the great aim of 
the American Society of Equity. 

And there can be no real justice where there is 
not liberty. For justice is, by its very nature, some- 
thing that is due to a man; a debt owing to him; 
something to which he is entitled. When it is given 
or conceded to him as a favor or privilege coming 
from a benevolent despot, it is not really justice at 
all. Justice is not a thing to be granted, but one to 
be demanded. So when the American people came 
to frame their new and free government under the 
constitution they declared that one of their purposes 
was to "establish justice." They knew that a gov- 
ernment could not be free unless it was just, or just 
unless it was free. And they were right. Surely 
this is a good precedent— one to which every Amer- 
ican citizen should bow in reverence. But the ap- 
peal is not to one people, but to all people. The 
greatest merit of the plan is that it does not antag- 
onize any government. It seeks the coo^^et^Vvotv 
all governments, which, no matter -wVv^X. >Jcv^vt Vstxcv, 
Bre without exception based on t\ve '^'^ 
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good and prosperity of the subject or the citizen 
must be their chief consideration. 

If the rulers of the earth believe this, and they all 
profess to do so, they will find a valuable and useful 
ally in the American Society of Equity. All that is 
asked is that the men who feed the world should 
themselves be decently fed. Even in the most ab- 
solute monarchies it is of the first importance that 
the people should be happy, contented and prosper- 
ous. And that government is wise which exerts 
itself to the utmost to secure that result. When this 
can be achieved without cost or peril to the govern- 
ment, it would seem as though no objection could 
be raised, even by the most absolute ruler, to any 
plan that appeared likely to bring the result to pass. 
Kingdoms have been known to go to war for the 
sake of diverting the attention of the people away 
from ill conditions at home. There have, in the his- 
tory of the race, been many wars prompted by this 
motive. But such relief is only temporary. For 
after the war is over we find that the same evils 
exist, and that the burden of taxation imposed by 
the war only makes them worse and increases the 
discontent of the people. So, at most, war under- 
taken for this purpose is a mere palliative. What is 
wanted is a permanent remedy. 

And the true remedy is one which is not only con- 
sistent with peace, but one which demands peace. 
The late Lord Tennyson wrote of his vision of what 
the earth was one day to be : 

"Robed in universal bar-vest, \ip to either pole she smiles. 
Universal ocean softly ^astois «X\ ^^^x^^-^ v&v^*' 
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That is the ideal. Abundance for all, general 
content, the greatest productiveness, justice, honest 
pay for honest toil, and universal peace — these are 
the things that the American Society of Equity 
would have the world enjoy. To keep the people 
happy is better than going to war to make them for- 
get their unhappiness. It is in this direction that 
we must look for federation, not of Europe against 
America, not of one class against another, not of 
the people against their government — ^but of all 
people, of all the nations for the general good. It is 
through such industrial and commercial alliance 
that political alliances must come. The Russian, 
the American, the Argentine, the Indian and all 
other farmers ought to be friends, not enemies. 
They will be friends when relieved from the spell of 
the speculators and gamblers in farm products, the 
market manipulators and false crop reporters. And 
when they are friends their governments will be 
friends. 

So this society is not American except as it 
started in America and at present is domiciled in 
America. It is world-wide, and there is not a toiler 
in the world who will not be benefited by it. What 
has been said to, and of, American farmers applies 
to all farmers, and this organization is meant for all 
farmers. It all comes to the scriptural doctrine that 
the laborer is worthy of his hire. To withhold his 
hire from him, or any part of it, is to weaken all 
government and to impair the foundations on whicK 
society must rest. While to insure Vvvm vx'sX. 
ward is to strengthen the social order ^^^d Ao 



208 THE THIRD POWER. 



anew the foundations of the political structures of 
the world. 

Years before it came to pass, Arthur Young, trav- 
eling in France, predicted the great revolution that 
took place in that country more than a hundred 
years ago. He based his prophecy simply on the 
iact that the people were being robbed by the 
church and the nobility, and robbed to such an ex- 
tent that they did not have enough left to live on. i 
We are wiser in our generation, in that we do not 
push our spoilation to such an extreme point. But I 
we want, not simply to avoid revolution, but to 
make all the people happy. The question is, not 
how much we can safely take from them, but how | 
much we can give them. And when we are asked to j 
give them only what is already theirs, in equity, 
writh the assurance that by doing so we shall make 
them happy, shall we hesitate? 

Peace, happiness, truth, justice, order, the death 
of anarchy, firmly established governments, the 
reign of law, contentment and satisfaction, together 
with real and widely diffused prosperity, and to 
crown it all a real federation of the nations — ^surely 
these are things worth striving for. St. Paul said: 
^'Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the 
fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a flock, and eateth 
not of the milk of the flock?" And the Psalmist 
wrote to his people in their capativity: **For thou 
shalt eat the labors of thine hands ; O well is thee 
and happy shalt thou be." We seek the fulfillment 
of these prophecies. There \s tvot a human being in 
the world and not a govettvmetvX. m ^i^cv^ ^^\\^ s^ecax. 
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will not be better because of the triumph of the 
Third Power through th^ American Society of 
Equity. 



THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF EQUITY OF N. A 




rhe emblem of the American Society of Equity is symbolical of Pric i, 
being on an equality with Production and Consuxftion. 
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THE BIRTH OF EQUITY. 



Four years a.go this very Christmas eve 

A mlffhty movement, fflorious and ffrand. 
Within this very city did achieve 
Birth unto Rlgrhteousness and Equity:—^ 

A pure nativity, to bless our land; 
To bless all lands beneath the sky's broad dome^ 
To make more safe the sacred rlffhts of Home, 
To bring to pass what Christ throuffh His strong life had 
longed to see. 

Damned demons, Hell's Infernal horde, 
At this event blasphemed the Lord, 

Who, with the aid of one great man 
Thus put in shape the glorious plan 
To bring all people in accord! 

Like Christ, you walk midst scenes of dire distress, • 

And by the Spirit you are led to be 
Tempted by Satan In the wilderness. 

But let the Christ rise In you — and be free! 
Be yours the Christlike sympathy and ruth; — 

Spurn Hell's hypocrisy, as He did then; — 

'Tls yours to save the starving souls of men 
With the unleavened bread of sweet sincerity and truth. 

'Tls yours the fire of love to fan 
At which Is forged the Master's plan — 
That hate, with which the world is rife. 
And land- and creed- and labor-strife 
End In the brotherhood of man! 

— ^Harry Albro' Woodworth. 
Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 24, 1906. 
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What It Is— Its Chief Objects— Its Plans— What 
It Will Accomplish — How to Become 
a Member. 

The American Society of Equity was incorporated and 
became a legal institution on the 24th day of December, 
1902. 

There was no design in selecting a date next preceding 
Christmas Day unless the design was on the part of an 
all-wise Providence Who directs the actions of men. There 
is, however, a distinct significance in the fact that the two 
greiatest and best movements the world ever knew have 
their aniversary on consecutive days, December 24th and 
25tlL And there can be no doubt but that the birth of 
The American Society of Equity will in future years be cel- 
ebrated in joy and thanksgiving, like unto the celebration 
of the day that commemorates the birth of Christianity. 
The latter will continue to be celebrated because it was 
the harbinger of "peace on earth, good will to men," the 
former because it marked the beginning of a new and 
glorious era of Equity, Right and Justice on Earth, and we 
may claim, will be a more potent factor in spreading 
Christianity than all things else, because it will remove 
the conditions that retard Christianity; and it will replace 
them with conditions favorable to its spread and the ap- 
plication of its doctrines. 

THE NAME. 

"Equity — ^Equality of rigrhts; natural Justice of rights; 
the giving or desiring to give to each man his due, accord- 
ing to reason and the law of God to man; fairness in de- 
termination of conflicting claims; Impartiality." 

"Equity is synonymous with or equal to Justice, recti- 
tude. 

"Justice— The quality of being Just, conformity to the 
principleB of rlghteousnesa and xecUtM^^ Vn. «x\ \.\3LVoLig.'&, «trict 
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Eerformance of moral obligrations, practical conformity to 
uman or divine law; Integrrity In the deallngrs of men with 
each other; rectitude; equity; uprigrhtness. 

"Conformity to truth and realty in expressingr opinions 
and in conduct; fair representation of facts respecting: 
merit or demerit; honesty; fidelity; Impartiality; as: 

"The rendering: to everyone his due or rlgrht; Just treat- 
ment, requital of desert; merited reward or punishment; 
that which is due to one's conduct or motives. 

"Ag:reeablenes8 to rig:ht» equity; Justness; as the Just- 
ness of a claim. 

"Equity and Justice are synonymous with law; rig:ht; 
rectitude; honesty; integ:rity; uprlg:htness; fairness and im- 
partiality. 

"Justice and equity are the same; but human laws» 
thoug:h desig:ned to secure Justice, are of necessity imper- 
fect» and hence what is strictly leg:al is at times far from 
being: equitable or Just.. 

"Justice, Rectitude— Rectitude, in its widest sense, is 
one of the most comprehensive words in our lang:uag:e, de- 
noting: absolute conformity to the rule of rig:ht in principle 
and practice." 

The name. The American Society of Equity, will al- 
ways indicate the purpose of this society. We can not offer 
any more comprehensive explanation than contained in the 
word "equity" itself. To give equity and receive equity, or 
to establish equity as a guiding standard in all relations 
of life and to compel fair dealing, or equity, in all busi- 
ness transactions, will always bd the guiding principle of 
this society. 

To accomplish this purpose, the society is devoting its 
effort to organizing the greatest class of our people — the 
farmers — and the one representing the greatest and most 

. Important industry — ^agriculture. 

Once having accomplished the organization of the farm- 
ers, and this need not be to a complete extent, it is pro- 
posed to throw their numerical strength and the influence 
they can exert, by virtue of them possessing first of all the 
farm products that are absolutely necessary to the happi- 
ness, comforts and well-being of the country, against every 
form of iniquity existing in the country. There can be no 
doubt of the result when the millions of farmers make a 
demand for Equity. They will get it by virtue of their 
numbers and the importance of their business. 

One of the first demands will be for equity in the price 
of farm crops. So important do we consider this that it is 
made the first or chief object of the society. With the old- 
time uncertainty of prices of crops, consequently the un- 
certainty attending agriculture, it would be useless to think 
of farmers combining for any good accom^\V^m^\iX. '^nsX 
with agriculture elevated to a le^eV -vMYl Wl^ \i«sX ^'t ^'Cafc^ 

' business for certainty of profits, laxmex^ ^ V^«^ ^ 



216 THE THIRD POWER. 



the movement that has helped them, and will perpetuate 
it for the benefits and blesBings it will continue to give 
them for all future time. 

THB OBJECTS OF THB A. S. OF B. 

Thus we come to the objects of the American Society of 
Equity. Read them carefully. All of them can be ac- 
complished, and everything else that the people in Equity 
are entitled to and that may not be mentioned can be ac- 
complished with farmers organized. Imagine what America 
will be when this society is established and all its objects 
are accomplished. Then consider that a movement as good 
as this, for everybody, can be established in a year if the 
people really want it and will do their part to get it. Each 
person's part is clearly shown in this book, and when you 
consider that you have often been deprived of your just 
rewards on what you sold; or taxed beyond an equitable 
rate on what you bought; many times exceeding all that is 
asked to cure the troubles for all time, will you refuse or 
even hesitate to embrace the apportunity now offered to 
secure your independence, in selling at least through this 
society? 

Therefore, let it always be borne in mind that the 
first, great and immediate object of the A. S. of E. is: 

To obtain profitabie prices for ail the products of the 
farmsy orcliards and gardens. 

some: OTHE3R OBJBCTS ARB AS FOIiliOWjSt 

To report crops in this and foreign countries so that 
farmers may operate intelligently in planting and mar- 
keting. 

To lease or to have built and maintained, granaries, ele- 
vators, cold storage houses, etc., on the farnis, at shipping 
points, and in the principal market cities, so that the utili- 
ties for storing crops and preparing for market may be 
under the control of the producers insted of owned or 
controlled by speculators and exploiters. 

To end speculation and gambling in farm products. 

To guard the consumers' interests and to protect them 
from overcharges, so the maximum consumption of farm 
products will result. 

To open up new markets for American farm products 
in foreign countries and enlarge old ones. 

To prevent the adulteration of food and marketing of 
food that is adulterated. 

To secure new seeds, grain, vegetables, fruit, etc., from 
home and foreign countrVea and d\«\,TVQ\3L\ft XJasoi tha 
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view of improving the present crops and giving greater di- 
versity. 

To secure legislation in the Interest of farmers and th» 
enforcement of good laws in the interest of all. 

To establish institutions of learning, so that farmers, 
and their sons and daughters, may be educated in scientific 
and intensive farming, the best methods of marketing, anci 
for the general advancement of agriculture. 

To promote crop insurance against drought, flood, frost* 
and all the uncertainties of nature. Also fire and life in- 
surance for farmers. 

To make good roads. 

To irrigate our lands. 

To promote safe and equitable banking. 

To cause child labor on the farms to cease as it largely 
has ceased in factories. 

To keep the young people on the farm by removing the 
drudgery of farming and making farming attractive, reli- 
able and profitable. 

To produce conditions on the farm that will make 
woman's lot less irksome and more conducive to health ancI 
happiness. 

To settle disputes without recourse to law.' 
To promote social intercourse to the extent of the 
fullest mutual benefit 

SCOPK OF THB A. S. OF K. 

'the American Society of Equity is a society for all 
Americans. In the word "American" as used here we in- 
clude the citizens of the United States and Canada, al- 
though the people of the latter country prefer to call their 
part of the society the Canadian Society of Equity. It is 
also for all farm crops and its principles may be applied 
with benefit to all industries other than farming. 

WHO ARB BLGIBLK TO MEMBERSHIP 

While the American Society of Equity is primarily a 
farmers' society, yet it is not limifed to this class. But 
it says in its declaration, "for farmers and friends of farm- 
ers." Thus any person who wants farmers to come to 
the front and prosper, which means the prosperity of all 
the people; and who wants to see agriculture elevated, 
which will give greater stability to every business; and 
will help to establish this society and to accomplish U& 
objects, is elgible to membership. Xb \».Vt-TssJa3AA^ 
peTBon win subscribe to the condVUoii<a, «a XX^^-^ 'Os^ 
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society Is, In fact, a Oreat American Society of Equity, and 
(or all good Americans. 

THB OROAlflZED FORMS 

The organized forms of the American Society of Equity 
are as follows: 

THE LOCAL UNIONS; THE COUNTY UNIONS; THE 
DISTRICT UNIONS (NOT NEEDED FOR ALL CROPS); 
THE STATE UNIONS; THE SECTION UNIONS; THE 
DEPARTMENT UNIONS, AND THE NATIONAL UNION. 

In the pamphlet "Crop Rich but Money Poor Farmer," 
sent free, is explained the functions of the various unions, 
except the Department union. This latter is organized for 
the particular crops or classes of crops that require dif- 
ferent methods or different utilities for marketing. The 
purpose is to give the producers of the particular crops the 
opportunity to contribute toward marketing them indepen- 
dently of others who may not produce the same kinds. For 
example, grain farmers need elevators, but don't need cold 
storage houses; but producers of fruit need cold storage 
houses and ^on't need elevators. Hence we have the Fruit 
and Produce Department of the A. S. of E.; the Tobacco 
Growers' Department of the A. S. of E., and will have the 
Grain Growers' Dept, the Cotton Growers' Dept, the Live 
Stock Growers' Dept., etc., until every important crop or 
class of crops is equipped with its department union. 

A BUSINESSIiIKE SOCIBTT* 

A careful study of the organized forms of the A. S. of E. 
and its plan of directing the marketing of crops will dis- 
close the fact that it is a business organization. (See "Crop 
Rich but Money Poor Farmer," a copy of which should ac- 
company each Third Power book.) It is planned on a 
scale to correspond with the magnitude of the agricultural 
business of the country. Agriculture is by far the largest 
and most important business. It many times exceeds in 
volume and value any other industry. These facts appar- 
rently appalled other people and influenced them from at- 
tempting to organize farmers for the distribution of their 
crops. Or such attempts, when made, did not have the right 
plan and a sufficiently comprehensive system, and were 
failures. 

MEASURES UP TO THE MEST SYSTEMS. 

The reader should, however, understand that farmers 
^are not going about solving tiieVx m^itVLeXVcL"^ vc^'^wsaa Va. ^ 
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Blip-fihod, slovenly way this time. An understanding of the 
plan will show that it measures up to the best systems em- 
ployed by any of the great industrial, commercial or trans- 
portation companies. In comprehensiveness and effective- 
ness, when established, it will leave nothing to be desired. 
It meets all the requirements of the large and diversified 
businss for which it is intended. 

Notwithstanding all this, the plan is perfectly simple, 
and in operatioil it will not be nearly so complicated or 
difficult to carry out as are the systems of the great trans- 
portation companies. Moreover, when in operation the buy- 
ers will pay all the expense of operating it, which will be 
a new and novel thing for farmers who heretofore paid 
the expense of marketing other people's goods, in the prices 
they paid and did not pay a cent to market their own. 

EQUITY A NBW IDfiLA.. 

Equity is a new idea in business, politics and society, 
we confess, but the masses, the common people, who out- 
number the classes many times over, are demanding more 
and more of Equity in all the countries. Every reader 
knows this is true. They want it, and they are so numer- 
ous that they will have the power to get what they want, 
and what they are entitled to, when they have a good plan 
by which to make their power felt. 

This is what the American Society of Equity gives them, 
and it is the only way through which the masses can make 
their power felt Through this society they can kill all 
epeculation, graft and exploitation, and substitute therefor 
Equity in all the relations of life. The people are the gov- 
ernment, or ought to be. Under the American Society of 
Equity they will be, and when the society is developed in 
any country, the government of that country will be a 
government of Equity. Just imagine our Congress — our 
government — a Congress and government of Equity. It 
will be such soon, and then it will be a government of the 
people, for the people and hy the people, as it was intend- 
ed to be, and as it originally was. 

NO WAR AGAINST ANYBODY. 

In accomplishing its object the American Society of 
Equity will wage no war against any individual, business, 
Institution, trust or government. Farmers will simply 
rise up and take what is theirs in Equity, and in doing 
this all other institutions will be leveled up or <L<^^^\ 
strengthened or destroyed; as in eq^AX.^ XiXs^'e^ ^^-i^tM^^ 
The rise of the American Society ol 'El^v>3AX.^ ^ViWi^'NSiA XS^a 
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operation of a law of nature — sure, certain. Irresistible, but 
In fairness to all as each merits. Dare any person go on 
record 09 opposing such a movement f If be dare, be goes 
on record as opposing equity and confesses tbat bis business 
is not based on equity. 

BOW TO BBCOMB A MBUBBR OF THB AMBRICAlf SO- 
CIETY OF MUmr— THB FBB. 

Tbe membersblp fee is |2.00, and it Includes a year's 
subscription to Up-to-Date Farmingt tbe official paper. 
Tbe subscription price of tbe paper alone Is |1.00. 

If tbere Is a local union in your neighborhood you 
should join it, paying the membership fee to the presi- 
dent or secretary. But if no local union, you should send 
the fee to your State union, if one; otherwise, to head- 
quarters of The American Society of Equity, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

THE DUBS. 

The dues to remain a member of the socieety are |1.20 
a year, which also includes payment for the official paper. 
However, no dues are payable the same year the member 
Joins. 

MONBYi HOW EXPElf DED. 

The money received from fees and dues is used to edu- 
cate farmers, organize them and establish the society. 
After it Is established they can be less. But it takes money, 
and a lot of It, to educate a nation of farmers and revolu- 
tionize the business end of an industfy like American ag- 
riculture. 

It is hoped that every person who receives this book 
will become a member of the society at once.- Thus he will 
help its development and it will help him even to a greater 
extent. 
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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF EQUITY AND 
ITS NEED IN OUR COUNTRY. 

Address by J. A. Everitt, Founder and President of The 
American Society of Equity, at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society, E. St Louis, 111., Oct 23-26, 1906. 

. Mb. Cuaomax, .iMjaams akd QsmxEMSN : 

I congratulate you on the auspicious opening of this 
convention. I am glad to greet you at this fourth annual 
meeting of the American Society of Equity and rejoice 
with you at the growth and accomplishments of our be* 
lo^ed Society, and in the contemplation of its future great- 
ness and usefulness. 

Our meeting in convention with a firm purpose to at* 
tain our avowed objects is one of the most sublime acts* 
when carefully considered, in the history of any country. 
Delegates are here representing every important farm 
crop. These delegates have come together for the main pur- 
pose of deciding what farm crops shall sell for during the 
next twelve months. Some people will say that it matters 
not what prices may be agreed upon at this conventioa— 
that the acts of this convention will have no effect on fu- 
ture prices. But they are mistaken. While the members 
of the American Society of Equity are not strong enough 
within themselves to compel the fair prices on all the 
crops throughout the season, nevertheless there are mil- 
lions of farmers in the country who will look to the pri<^es 
agreed upon as equitable by this convention and they will 
fix their minds on them and hold for them. Thus the min- 
imum price idea and the doctrine of controlled marketing 
have taken hold all over the country and silently but surely 
the future prices of the crops are being molded. Looking 
back, we find that only two principal crops failed to sell 
up to the minimum prices since this society has been nam- 
ing them. They were the crop of potatoes of 1904 and the 
crop of wheat of 1905. This being a fact, and in view Of 
the further fact, that since the existence of the American 
Society of Equity there has been much more advance in 
each crop between the first months of marketing and the 
later ones than prevailed before, it follows that those farm- 
ers who held for the prices profited thereby. True, there 
have been some exceptions, but they are comparatively few. 

But it is not vital whether the society is able now ta 
influence the price for all of the crops or any ot tV^sxcL. Yi. 
is more important to know that l&TiiieT^ «Lt^ \m6X. '<^^ 
Tight track to solve their problems, c;\iVel vgcl^xv^ ^XsNrJg. 
marketing and price making. IBacVi TecMtT\xv% xass 
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' Ing finds the society stronger and the new education more 
universal. The time is bound to come and will come soon 
when these conventions will be almost instantaneous in 
their effect on prices. That is, as soon as the price is agreed 
upon for any crop no more will be for sale at any other 
price, hence the price will prevail. I believe this will soon 
come to pass. Thus, when we contemplate the significance 
of this convention and future ones where the decision is 
made as to what the year's crops — representing the food 
and clothing supplies produced in America — are in equity 
worth, it is a thought that may well arrest the attention 
of every person in this country and millions in foreign 
lands who depend upon us for food and for the wherewithal 
to be clothed. It is a sublime thought The realization is 
as certain as that people and domestic animals will con- 
tinue to crave food and that humans will wish to be 
clothed. 

Realizing thus the main object of our coming together 
we should pray for wisdom that all our acts may be gov- 
erned by equity and that whatever is done may be done in 
the spirit of justice to all. 

WHAT BBNBFITS THE FARMER BBNEFITS ALIm 

Although this is primarily a meeting for farmers and 
for agriculture, yet everything that you do to benefit your- 
selves and your business, and all that you can with safety 
do, must operate, to benefit every class, every useful indus- 
try, every meritorious institution and every person doing 
a legitimate business. For instance: if farmers are de- 
prived of a fair share of the wealth they produce, all other 
industries will suffer in equal ratio. If, on the other hand, 
the farmers receive a fair reward, their gain will be re- 
flected in the business done by merchants, bankers, pro- 
fessional men, laborers, etc., all down the line in country, 
towns and cities. 

Before the time of the American Society of Equity It 
was generally considered that what one man, company or 
corporation gained in trade must be lost by another, and 
many enterprises were undertaken on this platform. But, 
with the farmers working on the plan of this society, it is 
different. The more the farmers gain the more they can 
and will give in trade to others. The higher agriculture 
rises in the scale that measures industries, the more it will 
exalt, strengthen and guarantee the integrity of all other 
useful industries and beneficial institutions. 

Somebody said "the liberty of one man ceases where the 
liberty of another man begina." BxjA. ^vccl \!sv!i iL. S, 

/ K It will give to all men gre^ute^ , Vst \:s^^^ 
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who are not free Industrially It will rend asunder the 
shackles that bind them, and leave them free forever. 

WHAT THB WORIiD OWBS TO THB FARMBR. 

I verily believe farmers can not take unless they give 
in return. On the prosperity of farmers depends the con- 
tinued prosperity of our country. Thus we can begin to 
realize their importance, at this time, and for all times. 

They were the pioneers who subdued the savages, 
cleared the forests, drained the swamps and leveled the 
mountains. They have always kept, not only abreast of 
civilization in America, but ahead of it The American 
farmers have always stood on the firing line of civiliza- 
tion; fought the battles, fed the people and fostered our 
industries and institutions. 

As owners of the land they have given the mines of 
coal, iron and precious metals and wells of oil. Nearly 
all the natural wealth and much of the created wealth of 
Uie country have come from the farmers. 

Hence we may say, "Hail to the farmers!" We greet 
them as the mainstay of the country and the people to 
whom are due all the rewards their position entitles them 
to. They have, by their patience and hard, honest toil, 
made the country great But what has the country done 
for the farmers? Are farmers receiving their just re- 
wards? Are they getting ec^uity in dealings with others 
and from the government? 

A WORD WITH A ORAHD MKANINO. 

We speak of EQUITY. We have incorporated "Equity" 
into the name of our society. We have incorporated the 
principle, the attribute, itself. Who can correctly guage 
the meaning of this word or measure its depth and breadth 
as we want it to apply to mankind? Who can fully es- 
timate the beauties and benefits to humanity, were equity 
to prevail in all the business relations of life, or who can 
measure the injustice and suffering if it is refused? 

Equity means justice, impartiality, the giving or the 
desire to give to each man his due according to the law of 
God and man. Note that it means "Justice," — ^a fair re- 
turn, a fair reward, a fair exchange, a fair wage without 
partiality. We might say "a square deal," equal and exact 
justice to all and special privileges to none, or, equal op- 
portunities to all. 

Who will claim that equity, justice, impartiality and the 
granting to each his just dues are the rule in our land to- 
day? Or will contend that all have eq>i^V cs^'^Qrc\.\i:s^'^« 
ARB ALL MKN FHEIB ANB -BWSKi^X 

Our country was founded on th.e pTO\)0«\XiQna. 
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men are created free and equal." But are all free and 
«qual to-day? 

Our government was saved and the union preserved on 
the proposition that "all men are equal before the law." 
But are all equal before the law? Do all classses receive 
«qual consideration from congress, legislatures and courts? 

It is the habit of Americans to boast of freedom and in- 
dependence. But who are free and independent in this 
country to-day? Are farmers free and independent? I 
might ask, is our government free and independent? 

When I see laws made in the interests of the rich and 
powerful and not in the interest of the masses; when I see 
laws interpreted in favor of the powerful corporations and 
against the masses; when I see the poor punished for trif- 
ling misdemeanors and the rich go free after great of- 
fenses against society, state, country and God, I cannot 
but think ours is not a free and independent government, 
hence how can all the people be free and independent? 

That man is not free and independent who has not the 
power to place the value on his own product, the result of 
his own investment, skill and toil. The possession of this 
right has been the contention all down the ages by every 
people and class. Liaborers contended for the power and 
won; manufacturers contended for it and won; merchants 
contended for it and won. Every class has now complete 
or partial industrial freedom but the farmers. Tet the 
farmers have worked harder and longer hours than any 
others and have produced more desirable and valuable 
goods than any of them. They are admittedly the back- 
bone of the country and of all its industries. But, shame 
to say, when it comes to putting a price on their own pro- 
duce, thus setting the wages for their toil, that backbone 
Is so weak and farmers so wobbly, that they represent no 
power at all, while the other people make the price, set 
their wages and take the goods. 

Does this not amount almost, or quite, to industrial 
slavery? In times before the war the black slaves worked 
all the time, and all they produced was taken by their 
masters, who gave a living in return. I want to ask if 
farmers have not done, and are not doing, practically the 
same thing as these slaves did who could not help them- 
selves, while ihe farmers can? 

WHAT IS WRONG WITH AGRICUIiTURBt 

I believe I do not overdraw this picture. I have in 
mind the average farmer. He represents the great mass. 
In a movement such as this, we must consider the average 
man. We aim to produce condlUonA that will make the 
average farmer prospeToufi — ^tti^i im^ \Vj^ <«5l xx^a v^^t- 

f 
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age farm and produces average crops. The average farmer 
has not been as prosperous as he should be. There Is some- 
thing wrong with agriculture. Nearly everybody knows 
that something is wrong, but very few people know that 
there is a remedy and fewer know how to apply it. I want 
to tell what the remedy is and explain how to apply it. 

THESRB IS BAIiH IN GILEAD. 

We see that business in other lines is not done as it 
was formerly, but farmers and their advisers have been 
slow to adopt the improvements in agriculture. Although 
they have seen the great industries organize and substitute 
co-operation for competition, to great advantage, they say 
"it can't be done for agriculture." 

They have seen political parties organize and they have 
seeen them inaugurate the policy "To the victors belong 
the spoils," yet they say "farmers can't co-operate." 

They have seen laborers organize against the opposi- 
tion of employers, and they now see them stand shoulder 
to shoulder for fair wages, and yet they say farmers can 
not organize, although there is no person to oppose them. 

They have seen many illustrations to prove that com- 
petition is the law of industrial death and co-operation the 
law of industrial life, yet they say "farmers can't organ- 
ize," and "farmers can't co-operate," and "farmers won't 
stick." 

We may well stand appalled at the spectacle of every 
other class and industry being organized while the farm- 
ers — our greatest class, numbering millions — are at the 
mercy of organizations, some of which have no mercy. Our 
most important industry is as yet unorganized and year 
after year is more exploited by the organized classes. 

Such were the conditions when the American Society 
of Equity came and they still largely prevail, at this day. 
Many here to-day know that already the society has accom- 
plished much to relieve these conditions. All who under- 
stand it and its principles believe that, through it, farm- 
ers will be fully emancipated from the industrial slavery 
of the past, and that their business will be exalted above 
any other in the country, where it belongs by all rights, 
human and divine. 

MY ADDRBSS. 

My address to-day will consist of four parts. First, the 
foregoing introductory remarks; second, an explanation 
of the American Society of Equity; third, the need of 
American Society of Equity; fourth, aumrnVw.^ w.^ 
sults. The second part — what the XmexV^wi %w^^^\73 
Equity is— might be omitted except tti^X ^^x'i "e^^-ois^ 
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members preaent who may not fully understand the organ* 
ized forms of the society, and some non-members present 
who want to understand it, thus making it advisable to re- 
Tlew it briefly. Naturally this address should include a 
reyiew of the work so far accomplished together with 
recommendations for the future, but these must wait until 
a later hour. I think it is of the utmost importance that 
we should have a clear understanding of the society as it 
to-day stands, on advance ground, ready to take the final 
steps for its completion. Full comprehension should also 
be had of the need of this society in America's social, in- 
dustrial and political affairs. 

THB AMBRICAlf 80CIBTT OF BMHIITT. 

What is the society? How is it constituted? What is 
its plan? What are its objects? How does it differ from 
former farmers' organizations? What right have its sup- 
porters to hope for greater results than were realized from 
former farmers' societies that had millions of members? 
These are questions that the uninformed naturally ask. 

This is primarily a farmers' society, but it admits to 
membership friends of farmers. It is non-secret. It is a 
society for all farmers in America and for all their crops. 
It is not only the intention of this society to organize all 
farmers, but also to assist them in marketing all of their 
crops. 

The objects of the society are numerous. I will not 
mention them here, but I will say that they cover every- 
thing to which the farmers are entitled in equity. The 
chief object is to secure profitable prices for all crops; and 
if this one object can not be accomplished, farmers need 
not try for any of the others. 

The plan to accomplish the first object is to organize 
the fiirmers all over the country. Or, In order to secure 
profitable prices on some of the crops, to organize those 
portions of the country that are heavy producers of such 
crops. The farmers are organized into local unions, these 
into county unions, these into state unions (and sometimes 
into district unions) and the States into section unions. 
There will also be department unions. All the unions or- 
ganize into the National union. 

THB ORGAlflZBD FORMS AND THBIR FUNCTIONS. 

A brief explanation of the organized forms and their 
functions will enable you to understand the plan. How- 
ever, before entering into such explanation, I want you to 
understand that the machine of the American Society of 
Equity ia planned on a scale lo <iOTTcs^a\id. the mag- 
nitude of the agricultural bMaVueaa ol iti^ <iW3CDj«i, i^xjoa 
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same time the plan reduces the work down to so simple a 
proposition that, in operation. It will not be nearly as 
large, complicated, or expensive as Is a single large rail- 
road system. Moreover, when In operation, the buyers will 
pay all the expense of running It. This will be the first 
opportunity farmers have ever had to pass the expense 
along to the next, although heretofore they have been pay- 
ing all the expenses, including the expense of marketing 
the goods they have been buying. The agricultural busi- 
ness in this country Is by far the greatest Industry. It 
many times excels any other In volume and value of pro- 
duct and number of people engaged therein. These facts 
have apparently appalled other people and prevented them 
from attempting to organize farmers and give them a bus- 
iness system. Or such atttempts as were made were posi- 
tively without a carefully prepared plan. I took all these 
things into consideration a few years ago when working 
out the American Society of Equity plan. I want you to 
understand that we are not going about solving farmers' 
problems in a slipshod, slovenly way. An examination and 
a perfect understanding of the plan will show that it meas- 
ures up to the best systems employed by any of the great 
industrial, commercial or transportation companies. In 
comprehensiveness and effectiveness it leaves nothing to be 
desired. It meets all the requirements of a large and 
diversified business such as American agriculture. This 
I know by practical test in certain sections and on certain 
crops already organized and under control. It has been 
demonstrated that this plan will bring profitable prices for 
farm crops. All that is necessary is to use it. I realize 
that the success of a farmers' movement is not all in or- 
ganization. The Grange and Alliance had millions of 
members, but did not accomplish all that the farmers 
needed, simply because they did not have the right plan, 
did not work for the correct objects and did not furnish a 
sufficient business system. They builded on the sand and 
isoon went to destruction. They have demonstrated that an 
organization with a large membership and without a good 
plan and sound business system is powerless to bring about 
reforms. 

A BUSINBSSIilKB CONSTITUTION. 

Let me put in your minds again a picture of the consti- 
tation of The American Society of Equity: 
The Local Unions 
The County Unions 
The District Unions 
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The State Unions 
The Section Unions 
The Department ^Unions 
And the National Union. 

Does this not look like business? Looks very much like 
the machine of government for the United States itself, 
except that we have provided so that the directors can 
never control this machine as congress controls our coun- 
try. The people will always be the sovereign power in the 
American Society of Equity. 

IN OPBRATION. | 

In business operation, for directing the marketing of I 
crops, the local unions will receive daily reports from their ' 
members stating what each has ready to market, that is, 
only the part for shipping. All the local unions in a 
county will report to the county union, and all the county 
unions in a section will report to the section union. Thus 
each section will have a report each day of all the crops 
standing that they are being onpressed. 
ready for market, or that will be ready in a few days, in 
the entire section. All the sections will report to the Na- \ 
tional Union and it will have a crop report every day, of 
the entire supply in the country for any day. The report 
of the demand will be gotten from the societies' represen- 
tatives in the principal markets, reported to the section 
unions, and, in turn, the section unions will report to the 
National union. Thus, we will have a report of both the 
supply and demand each day. Each section union knows 
exactly where there is supply and where there is demand 
even to the railroads connecting, so that it will be an easy 
matter to so direct the supply that it will go out and meet 
the demand. I might enlarge on the beauties of this sys- 
tem if time permitted. But I want to say that it is the 
correct plan for farmers and will work, because it is work- 
ing. This system of reporting will beat the government 
system ten thousand per cent, and will be almost instan- 
taneous, while the government system is so slow that it is 
only of benefit to speculators. 

IBIPOSSIBLBt NO I SIMPLE! 

You may say it will be impossible to get the report of 
demand, or it will be such a great undertaking as to be 
impracticable. But, like every other step in this plan, it 
is perfectly simple and xeliable. You see, the supply of 

crops will be tied up out Vu ^iCi^TiJcrg Vcl ^-KCTaawi' 

warebouseB. Then the TepTeaeutaW^^, ^"^^^ 
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resents the tied up, controlled, crops, will open an ofttce in 
a central part of the city, install telephones and hang out 
his sign, and the buyers and handlers will be compelled to 
send their orders to him, or, well, if they are stubborn they 
will soon get mighty hungry. 

THK BASK OF RBPORTINO NEWS OF SUPPIiY. 

The reporting will be done by telephone or telegraph, 
but may be done by mail or in person to the local unions. 
I do expect every farmer's home to have a telephone. It 
will be the greatest utility on the farm. 

Just one more illustration to show how light the actual 
work of reporting supply will be. It will be easy enough 
for a local union to receive the daily report of each mem- 
ber who has anything to sell. If we say there are fifty 
local unions in a county, it will also be very easy for the 
county union to receive fifty telephone messages. Now let 
us assume that there are sixty counties in a state with 
eight states in a section. This means only 480 telephone 
or telegraph messages to get a complete report of all the 
crops ready for market in the whole eight states. Is there 
anything impossible about this? Could you imagine any- 
thing simpler or easier? Then, too, just think what is 
accomplished; an'd it all depends upon the farmers organ- 
izing into local unions! 

Department unions are to give particular crops or class- 
es of crops a large degree of independence in conducting 
their own business; and are also for the purpose of iden- 
tifying producers of these crops, apart from others, so that 
they may hold separate conventions, provide special facil- 
ities for controlling and marketing, and contribute indepen- 
dently to such business, if necessary, through their respec- 
tive department unions. Already there are organized the 
department of fruit and produce, and tobacco growers. 
OUier crops will organize into department unions until 
each important crop or class of crops is perfectly organized. 
Remember, in all this machine and its operations, the 
American Society of Equity never becomes possesseed qf 
any crops, but acts only in directin's: the marketing. This 
feature commends itself highly. Any intelligent person 
will quickly appreciate the superiority of this plan over the 
past ideas of marketing direct to the consumers, and of 
forming capital stock companies. The society, however, 
believes farmers must own or control all granaries, eleva- 
tors, warehouses, cold storage houses, and other utilities 
for storing, controlling and marketing the cyq'^'^. 

Such is a very brief description ol kx£v.«tVta.T^ 
ciety of Equity, Its plan and system. tiq^ ^^TiA\ft«t\ 
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THB HBBDS OF AH AKBRICAH SOCIBTT OF BMIUITT. 

Does this country need an American Society of Equity? 
Not only a Society of Equity to secure profitable prices for 
farm crops, but one that, In the full scope of the name, will 
accomplish many needed reforms? 

The common people are aroused now as never before ta 
the fact that the government Is controlled by powerful In- 
dustrial and commercial organizations, and they see that 
the tendency Is to keep the masses In such a condition that 
they can be easily exploited and plundered. 

To obtain profitable prices Is a grand object. Farmers 
are entitled to them. We can appeal to their selfish In- 
terest to accomplish this object. Once having accompllsed 
it, we can depend on the farms to continue the society for 
the profit It will give them every year. In this way we 
answer the claim that farmers "won't organize" or that 
they "won't stick together." 

But when farmers are organized they can do more thaa 
get profitable prices. I am going to tell you some of the 
things they can do, through the American Society of 
Equity. After you understand you will say that this so- 
ciety appeals to all farmers, no matter where located, what 
crops they grow, or what their condition of prosperity. 
Also, to all other people who are tired of graft and ex- 
ploitation and who want equity to prevail. Thus, while it 
is a farmers' Society of Equity on account of the great 
number of farmers, the importance of their industry and 
the great power that they can exert In an organized condi- 
tion. It will be a national society, or truly an American 
Society of Equity, and can be used to secure equity for all 
Americans, in society, business and government. We need 
such a society, such an organization, in this country now. 

Instead of ours being, at the present time, a government 
of the people, by the people, for the people; it is a govern- 
ment by the rich and powerful to exploit and coerce 
999-1000 of the people. In other words it takes 999 of the 
common average people, to work for and support one of 
the masters, sometimes called captains of Industry, in the 
style he demands, and all the machinery of the government 
is working to perpetuate this condition. The law of the 
land has not beeen equity and justice. Freedom, liberty, 
independence and equal opportunities are not enjoyed by 
all. But the law of the land has been, and is, greed, gralt, 
plunder and exploitation. 

B^UITY A SCARCB COMMODITY NOW. 

Equity is not in business; it is not in society; and we 
dare say it is not in all liome^ ^.TieL ci\i\rc<^\!L^^. it la not la 
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politics, in congress, in education, or In professions. It Is 
not in the great struggles of capital and labor; in com- 
merce or trade; in manufactures or science; in art or lit- 
erature. Under present conditions, human nature is so 
warped as to be opposed to giving equity, and those who 
desire it can not compel it 

The present conditions erect a great barrier against 
equity and ofter a premium on dishonesty. The conditions 
must be changed. New conditions must be produced guar- 
anteeing to each man, woman and child, equal opportuni- 
ties, promising to each justice, a fair return, a fair reward, 
a fair wage measured by effort and merit. 

Give us conditions that guarantee these and the incen- 
tive to robbery will disappear, the necessity to graft will 
not be present and the ability to plunder and gratify greed 
will not exist. 

These conditions will obtain when equity prevails, and 
equity will prevail when the American Society of Equity is 
thoroughly established. 

#RGAlf IZED POWER THB ONIiY POWBR THAT IS FELT. 

Individualism in society, in politics or in business is a 
condition of the past. The only people who count now are 
organized people. The only power that is felt is organized 
power. The farmers organized will represent such a nu- 
merical and industrial power as the world never knew be- 
fore. Give us the farmers organized with the ability to 
speak through one head, and to throw their combined 
power on one spot,, or to the accomplishment of a good ob- 
ject, and we will accomplish every desired reform, whether 
industrial, social, or governmental, in a short time. All 
that is necessary is for farmers to get together once more, 
but this time on a good plan so they may exert their power. 

THB FARMERS' AWAKENING. 

The power exists now, this very hour, but it is useless. 
It exists in the millions of honest, hard working people 
out on the farms. We may say the people who represent 
this power have been sleeping. But an awakening is com- 
ing. The former infant has grown to the stature of a 
giant, as it slumbered. Already we can hear the deep, 
powerful voice as the rumbling of Niagara demanding 
more of equity. Leaders have arisen who are teaching the 
truth, and, fed on truth, instead of dece^UoTL'^, ^Vt^-^^s^ 
coming to the limbs and body of the gVaiil. ^wya., ^VOa. 
imsplration of a new education, It wiW rVae Vii VXa tdN.^o^. ^s^^ 
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crash out inequity and iniquity whenever found, and estab* 
lish equity and righteousness in their places. 

THE PRESENT CRISIS. 

We are now living in a time when something has to be 
done — at a crisis which has been looked forward to by able 
thinkers who predicted a great and bloody revolution. 
'Lhere will be a revolution; and it will not be the less force- 
ful, the less decisive, because it is a bloodless one. Those 
who now control the markets may, in their fancied secur- 
ity, sneer at such an organization as this. But if so, then 
they forget history; they forget other instances of the 
power of the people when they finally reach a clear under- 
standing that they are being oppressed. 

"Backward look across the ages and the beacon-moments 
see, 

That like peaks of some sunk continent Jut through Ob- 
livion's sea; 

Not an ear in court or market for the low forbodlng cry 
Of those Crisis. God's stem winnowers, from whose feet 

Earthly chaff must fly; 
Never shows the chance momentous till the judgment hath 

passed by." 

The present crisis will be bloodless because the blood has 
already been spilt. It was the blood of our fathers, freely 
offered in that other crisis which gave us the United States 
— a land which should and must be fully free. Through 
their grand patriotism this generation has the power to 
enforce their just demands without the awful instrument of 
War. And so this movement is a peculiarly American one, 
and will carry out the spirit of our country's constitution 
as nothing has done before. 

THE AGE OF INDEPENDENT THOUGHT. 

A wave of reform is sweeping over the country. Inde- 
pendence in thought is becoming prevalent Take our own 
people, the farmers. They are reading and thinking to-day 
more than they ever did before. This portends progress. 
As rapidly as they learn the truth, they will no longer be 
deceived and misled by their old false teachers and leaders, 
who were, in reality, their drivers and masters. This wave 
of reform is evidenced by the writings and speeches of our 
president, Mr. Roosevelt, several governors of States, Law- 
son, Steftens, Sinclair, Miss Tarbell, and others. Hun- 
dreds of newspapers and magazines are also spreading the 
wave. Combined they have poured a great Niagara of ef- 
fort against the old conditions, and have caused the waves 
to rise mountain-high, but very little good has been ac- 
complished. 

We may compare the great effort to the Niagara river 
rushing onward and down to ^^ect is 
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spectacular but nothing more. Or to a huge boiler un- 
der which fierce fires have been built, generating enormous 
quantities of steam which is allowed to blow off Into the 
air where it is lost, because there is no engine attached 
to use it. I tell you, these agitators may continue on that 
plan for fifty years, and the last condition of the country 
will be worse than the first. You may wait for a dozen 
presidents, fifty reform governors, as many congresses, and 
a thousand newspapers, and as many brilliant writers and 
the reforms will not be accomplished without a machine 
of the people through which to work. 

THB DUTY OF THB PBOPLB. 

The courts are ineffective, legislatures are impotent, 
and congress and the senate is the machine of the present 
great and powerful combinations, and will remain so until 
a greater power than these arises. Congress makes laws 
and there its functions end. When a representative of 
congress was asked why a certain law was not enforced 
the reply was "It is the duty of congress to make laws but 
It is for the courts to enforce them and for the people to» 
see that they are enforced." 

For the people to see that they are enforced. But the 
people are not organized, and I have said unorganized peo- 
ple are powerleess. 

We see that enforcement of laws depend on the people; 
that unorganized people are powerless. Therefore, does 
it not follow that the people must organize in order to see 
that the laws are enforced, as well as to secure any re- 
forms that they need? There must be a different machine 
than congress to safeguard the peoples' interests. 

"New occasions tech new duties; Time makes ancient good 
uncouth; 

They must upward still, and onward, who would keei> 

abreast of Truth; 
Lo, before us gleam her camp-fires; we ourselves must 

Pilgrims be, 

Launch our Mayflower, and steer boldly through the des- 
perate winter sea, 

Nor attempt the Future's portal with the Past's blood- 
rusted key." 

THRBB NOTABLE LAWS— ARB THEY JTJST LAWS? 

The last congress was declared to be the greatest and 
best the country ever had because it made three notable 
laws, viz: The railroad law; the denatured alcohol law; 
and the packing house law. These laws were suq!^q&^ 1^ 
be in the interests of the masses, Va. \^^Vc^ XJcifc ^-^J^.- 
road Jaw was wanted by the raUroada, ^\i^VcL^«t^^ Xs^ 
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railroads and the railroads will benefit enormously by It 
Yhe alcohol law was wanted by the Standard Oil Company, 
and although they appeared to oppose It, their opposition 
was only to direct the legislation in lines that best suited 
them. This law, I predict, will be the basis for one of 
the greatest trusts that the country ever had — a subsidary 
trust to the Standard Oil Ck)mpany. The packers could 
hardly have asked for a better law in the Interests of their 
business and the govemment pays the expense of inspect- 
ing and becomes the guarantor of their goods. Let us con- 
sider these laws for a minute. 

THB RAII4ROADS* POWBRIiBSSNBSS AND THSS 
RAILROADS' POWBR. 

The railroads were powerless against the demands of the 
Standard Oil Company, the combined packers and other 
powerful combinations for special rates, because If one 
would refuse, another road would grant the concession. 
Thus, without desire on the part of the railroads, the rates 
were ground down until they were not making the profit 
they wanted on the immense tonnage carried for the big 
shippers. To preserve them from these shippers and pro- 
tect themselves from competition amongst each other they 
had congress make the railroad law. It Is conceded that 
the railroads' earnings will be enormously Increased both 
from freight and passenger service because of this law. 
Why, then, should the railroads oppose it? They may op- 
pose any feature that does not exactly suit them, and we 
read that the Interstate Commerce Commission is liberal in 
the interpretation of the law. But why does a law need 
"interpretation?" Why do the words not mean just what 
they say, or why are words not used in laws that mean just 
what is intended? But recent laws were not made that 
way, and that is why so many lawyers, in preference to 
farmers, are sent to congress, to make laws that may be 
interpreted to meet their clients' cases. I have said that 
the railroad law is beneficial in increasing the earnings of 
the roads, and, I believe, will protect some small shippers 
from discrimination in favor of the large ones, but the very 
things that would benefit the masses of the people are not 
included. For Instance, we hear little complaint about 
the rates charged, as compared with the complaint about 
uncertainty of arrival of shipments. If a farmer ships a 
carload of hogs or grain to market he does not know when 
It will arrive. Or, if I buy a carload of paper I can not 
make definite calculations on the time of its arrival. The 
merchant knows he can not make definite calculations on 
srrlvBl of his goods, and m\iat oxCieir lax Va. ^^-^"M^t^* 
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eo it goes on all freight all over the country. The rail- 
roads delay nearly all the goods they carry for an unreason- 
able time. There is absolutely no dependence on their ser- 
vice and they make no restitution to the shipper or receiver 
for damages he may have incurred. Notwithstanding the 
high-handed methods of the railroads in handling freight 
they impose a penalty on the public as soon as it holds 
one of their empty cars more than 48 hours. ' Thus they 
make .a law and enforce it against the public, while the 
public has no law or power to enforce penalties against 
them, while the loss to a merchant on a carload of goods 
may be many times as great as the loss of an empty car is 
to the railroad. The public needs an amendment to the 
railroad law requiring the 'roads to move freight a certain 
minimum number of miles in each 12 hours, and if they 
don't, then let there be a penalty. Then the receiver and 
shipper can calculate exactly when the goods will be re- 
ceived, because the road will move them promptly rather 
than pay damages. It can be done, and will be done, when 
the masses have power. Also the matter of freight rates 
can be made so simple, and at the same time equitable to 
the railroads and the public, that a schoolboy can figure 
just what the charge will be between any two points. Also, 
if he knows the number of miles, he can calculate when 
freight will arrive or be delivered at destination. 

ARB THB3 LAWS IN THE3 PBOPI4BS' INTBRE^TT 

The packing house law calls for an expenditure of $3,- 
000,000 to place the government guarantee on packing house 
products, thus giving them freerer and surer entrance into 
home and foreign markets, causing larger consumption at 
higher prices. The packers could hardly have asked for a 
better law in the interests of their business, and the gov- 
ernment pays the expense of such a law as this, with the 
money of the people! True, legislators owned by the meat 
trust tried to lessen this expense by holding out for an ap- 
propriation of only one million dollars — being an advance 
of only 1250,000 over the cost of an inspection which al- 
lowed the people to be poisoned by wholesale. It stands 
at three millions at present, which is after all, cheap 
enough, it would seem, with one hundred added establish- 
ments all over the country to be looked after, and with the 
original one hundred and fifty to be thoroughly inspected, 
instead of in the farcical manner which formerly prevailed. 
Probably the public is even worse oft now, because its 
eyes are being closed by the lullaby which saya 
safe — which was always a dangerous »otl^. ^ss^ 
the public be safe, it it was poisoiied lot 
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lowest estimate of the cost of adequate inspection is six 
million dollars a year? And how can the beef trust fail 
to be pleased with the law, which practically leaves It 
just where it was before, with this difference, which 
under the circumstances, is startling— the government puts 
its endorsement on all beef trust products, passed by what 
any one should see is still an inadequate Inspection. 

But can the government inspection, as at present carried 
«n, ever be satisfactory? The government is establishing 
a system that can not be carried out If it is necessary 
for the government to label and guarantee packing house 
products, it is as necessary for it to put inspectors 
tn every wholesale grocery house, in every drug house, in 
every cannery, in every creamery, in every seed house and 
in nearly every business house and factory in the country. 
This would set about one-tenth of our people as inspectors 
over the others, an impracticable scheme to say the least 

DBNATURBD ALCOHOL— STANDARD OIL'S PRETBNSE. 

But it is in the denatured alcohol law that we find the 
hand of an expert manipulator. The Standard Oil Company 
pretended to oppose this law, which I believe, was planned 
and promoted by that trust; and I also believe it will be 
the principal beneficiary. 

This Is one of the many instances wh(Bre the creed of 
that organization has seemed to be that of Hosea Biglow's 
•Tious Editor.": 

"In short, I firmly do believe 

In Humbugr generally. 
For it's a thins that I perceive 

To have a solid vally; 
This heth my faithful shepherd been^ 

In pastures sweet heth led me, 

And this'll keep the people grreen 

To feed as they hev fed me." 

That Is, until the people who should own these pastures 
learn to oppose Humbug with Equity. 

In criminal cases the lawyer usually looks for a motive. 
Let us see if there was a motive for the Standard Oil Com- 
pany to want the tax removed from alcohol. 

The consumption of gasoline has increased enormously 
during the last few years. It is a bi-product and its pro- 
duction is limited by the consumption of kerosene. If gaso- 
line was produced in sufficient quantities to keep up with 
the enormously increasing demand it would result in an 
overproduction of kerosene, a condition which the Stand- 
ard Oil Company did not want. Therefore, the problem 
was: How can the demand for power, fuel and lighting oil 
be met and at the same time xiot VnW^ <^>3.t business and 
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even, perhaps, benefit us? I imagine the Standard Qil 
Company reasoned along these lines when first the prob- 
lem of being able to meet the increasing demand for gaso- 
line, or a substitute for it, presented itself to them. 

They hit upon the denatured alcohol. They know there 
Is enough vegetable matter going to waste in this country 
to produce alcohol that could largely, if not entirely, dis- 
place coal, wood, oil and gasoline now used for heating, 
lighting and power. But they must be careful or they will 
destroy their established graft on the people. They go to 
congress, and get this law through with such safeguards 
(to their interests) thrown around the production, handling 
and sale, that it can not possibly sell low enough to be a 
competitor of Kerosene or gasoline. It is even noised 
around that, with their characteristic acumen and firm 
and unyielding methods of applying pressure, they have 
obtained control of the distilleries of vegetable and wood 
alcohol. 

I am giving considerable time to this subject, but I 
consider it is important to show how the public is duped 
and also to* show the necessity for an American Society of 
Equity to safeguard its interests. According to the regula- 
tions made, individual farmers, or groups, will not be al- 
lowed to have distilleries, where they can make at small 
cost their own light, fuel and power, but the alcohol must 
be manufactured in large central places — "on the distillery 
premises, where alcohol is produced, in special bonded 
warehouses." That lets out the farmers, who especially de- 
sired and demanded an equitable denatured alcohol bill; 
and that lets in the Standard Oil Company, with the distill- 
eries they have lately secured. In short this at once places 
the industry in the hands of the same class of people who 
have always exploited "the masses." The adulterants pre- 
scribed are ten gallons of wood alcohol and one-half gallon 
of gsisoline to one hundred gallons of alcohol. The wood al- 
cohol is now worth about |1.00 a gallon, which puts ten 
cents on each gallon of the denatured product On account 
of the greater demand fo rwood alcohol, we may expect the 
price of wood alcohol to advance very much, thus benefiting 
the manufacturers, whether the Standard Oil Company or 
others. The price, it has been stated, will not be less than 
thirty-five cents a gallon. Thus, instead of forcing the 
price of gasoline down, which by the way has doubled in a 
few years, this alcohol law will, I predict, raise the price 
of gasoline still higher. This looks rea&<m«XA!^ ^\ifis^ ^Bbs^t^ 
line and denatured alcohol are dVr^t eom'^^XNXJQit^ Nisia 
latter is not Intrinsically worth, the ^\tt«tc\iR.^ Vxl V^"^^^-.]^ 
intend to leave this matter tor IVVcCik^ ^q>sx> 
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before leaving; it I want to say that the farmers have again 
been betrayed in the interests of the parasites that have 
alwairs been fastened on their backs. It is possible to find 
a cheap denaturer and one that can not be placed under 
the monopoly control. Also, distilleries should be allowed 
in all communities to utilize the waste products. Any- 
thing short of these will absolutely deprive the millions 
of our farmer producers and other millions of consumers, 
of the great blessings God intended they should realize 
when he made nearly everything that grows out of the 
earth to yield a product, when wisely used, so esential to 
the comforts and welfare of humanity. 

THB LUSTS OF TRUSTS. 

So we have allowed our heritages to be squandered or 
monopolized by a few individuals, and the masses held to 
to pay tribute for what should be almost as free as the air 
we breathe. As we view these things and as we contem- 
plate the destruction of our forests and the present high 
prices of lumber, the acquiring of all the coal and oil lands 
by powerful syndicates and the enormous prices for coal, 
iron and steel we will soon be compelled to pay, we natur- 
ally wonder whether somebody will not soon get a grant 
from congress to organize an air and sunshine trust. 

THB A. S. OF B. A MIGHTT BNGINB. 

I realized fully, the conditions four years ago when I 
devised the plan of the American Society of Equity and In- 
tended it, when established, to strengthen congress, legis- 
latures, presidents, and all who sincerely want to help the 
common people in their demand for equity. It was my 
purpose to build a mighty machine of the farmers and their 
friends. This machine will take the energy of the hundreds 
of writers, and instead of allowing it to waste, like the 
waters of Niagara, we will confine it in carefully prepared 
channels and direct it against all inequity and all inequality. 
The power will be irresistible. 

Or, through this engine of acomplishment, we will direct 
the great volume of steam generated in the enormous boiler 
referred to, so that the steam will turn its wheels, and the 
machine will work and run on for ever, giving blessings to 
all mankind. 

The American Society of Equity is the first machine of 
this kind ever proposed. Do you agree with me that such a 
machine or organization is necessary? Will you not ad- 
mlt, in the light of past expexVeiLe^a, \\. wae^Vejaa to 
wait on congress, leglslatuiea, ot^^tiN.'l^^ 
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liave been exploiting you, or even on Providence for your 
salvation? Does It not now appear to you that the surest 
and quickest way to accomplish reforms for the people 
is through the people themselves— the people organized? 

ITS COMING POWBR OF RBAIi GOOD TO THE3 MASSBS 

If our government was Intended to be, and has been, 
in times past, a government of the people, by the people 
and for the people, how can we rescue it from greedy ex- 
ploiters and deliver it again to the people? You can only 
do this by organizing the people and making them a 
power. I do not mean to organize them into this or that 
party, neither need the American Society of Equity have 
any political significance, but the reforms can be acom- 
plished through an industrial and social organization. Such 
an organization will not depend upon the fortunes of poli- 
tics but no matter what political party is in power, its de- 
mands for equity will be heard and granted. Give me the 
American Society of Equity established and I will accom- 
plish more of real good for the masses than Roosevelt, 
Bryan or Hearst can accomplish in twenty years. 

If these things are true, and I appeal to any fair-minded, 
intelligent American citizen to decide whether they are 
not true, then we can begin to realize the needs of an 
American Society of Equity and the power of such an 
organization along lines such as I have outlined, a so- 
ciety that gives to farmers all they need in business and, 
at the same time, by virtue of its great overpowering 
strength, numerically and industrially, can quickly accomp- 
lish all the reforms that the people of all classes are ask- 
ing for. These reforms will not come about in any other 
way or through any other medium. The individual may as 
well understand that he or she has no choice. It is either to 
accept salvation through the American Society of Equity or 
forgo salvation altogether. Organizers of the society should 
thoroughly understand the position this society will occupy 
and what it is capable of accomplishing. Then they will 
not appeal to any man or woman in vain. Whether the 
individual desires more profit in business, better social 
conditions, more certainty industrially, or purer politics, 
this society will give them all. Its members can even now 

"Down the future see the grolden beam incline 
To the side of perfect Justice, mastered by their faith 
divine." 

<<thx:rb:'s a good timb coming, a good timi^ c^ism^?* 

The completion of the American Soe\fe\.7 
means the solution ot all the following ^exa.\\o\sj^ 
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They will then be solved in equity to the people and the 
institutions: 

Steady, uniform and profitable prices for farm products 
-will prevail. 

The end of speculation in farm products will be at 
hand. 

Markets at home and abroad will be enlarged. 

Elevators, warehouses, cold storage houses, etc., will 
belong to or be controlled by the producers. 

Unnecessary toll gates between producers and consum- 
ers will be removed, guaranteeing lower prices to consum- 
ers and steady values. 

Adulteration of food will end. This alone will wonder- 
fully increase farmers' markets. 

Farmers will reap the benefits from new discoveries 
in their field, from improved machinery and from the 
utilization of waste products, instead of having them ap- 
propriated by others. 

Then farmers will control production as well as mar- 
keting. 

Child labor on the farm will cease as it has in fac- 
tories. 

Boys will stay on the farms. 
Farms will increase in value. 

Higher intelligence will pervade rural communities. 

Protection will be given farmers from the products of 
cheap labor in foreign countries and our island posses- 
sions. 

Good roads can quickly be built all over the country. 

Parcels post, post currency and postal savings banks 
can quickly be secured if they are wanted. 

Honest insurance and safe banking will be among the 
things desired and obtainable. 

The trusts will be regulated. 

Business men will find most of the present-day uncer- 
tainties removed, and business failures will be almost un- 
known. 

In acomplishing all these things no war will be waged 
against any trust, institution or government. The only 
demand will be for equity. Is there any class or cor- 
poration that will go on record as opposed to receiving 
and giving equity? 

THB TOBACCO GROWERS TABfSS THE TOBACCO TRUST. 

Tobacco growers organized on the plan of the Ameri- 
can Society of Equity. TYie^ eom^^W^^ lohacco trust 
(one: of the most poweTtul anCL, c\aj«ivfc^, tsv^-«x 
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soulless In the world) to be decent and give equity. The 
trust is still in existence and the farmers are glad to do 
business with it on their (the farmers') own terms. Thus, 
instead of trying to ''bust the trusts" the American So- 
ciety of Equity will tame them and make use of their fine 
machinery to serve the people in fairness and equity, as 
they should. 

Then the government will become good and strong and 
able to cope with all its problems, because compelled to 
do so by the people, through their own organization. Then 
the people will be sovereigns and the government will be 
returned to them. Hasten the completion of the American 
Society of Equity, and its blessings will pervade the coun- 
try for every people and for every industry. 

Does it not appear that every person, every institution 
and every newspaper should help to establish the American 
Society of Equity, so that all the benefits which it only can 
give, may be quickly realized? 

«LBT US, THEN, EE UP AND DOING.'* 

Remember, our troubles will never end and the bene- 
fits will never be realized unless we each do our part. Re- 
sults will not come through promulgation of a plan. We 
must build the machine, following the plan as a guide. We 
will not be saved by what we want done but by what we 
do. Prayer and trusting in Providence will never build the 
American Society of Equity. While we watch and pray 
we must also work and wait, work for the completion of our 
society and wait with all patience, upheld by the certainty 
that this good movement, once started, will never down, but 
will go on to full fruition. Great movements are not ac- 
complished in a day. But more has, I believe, been ac- 
complished in four years by the American Society of Equity, 
than was ever before accomplished in the same time, in 
any movement for the emancipation of the masses from 
bad conditions as deeply rooted as are those that encom- 
pass us at this time. I don't want to get away from the 
fact that much depends on the farmers. Others can help 
and will help. Buc farmers must look ahead to the fact 
that this movement is to dignify their business by making 
it certain and profitable. They must lift it out of the mias- 
matic atmosphere thc|,t has surounded it. They are now 
called upon to take their position on higher and more ex- 
alted ground, from which they can constantly see tbft 
mised land. Build your machine, then, wse \\. -^V^ 

send the pure and healthy blood ot co-opeT^tVoii ^ 
the veins and arteries ot your induBtrial )ao^t* 
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ORGAlflZlDI 

Organize a local union in each school district, a county i 
union in each county, a State union in each State, a section ; 
union in each several States, a department union for eacb h 
important crop or class of crops. Thus, your machine H 
will soon be built and your good ship "Equity" will soon [i 
reach the harbor forever safe from the shifting winds and i 
changing currents that have tossed and imperilled it in U 
the past 

CO-OPBRATIOir 18 THE LAW OF GOD. \ 

f 

The law of God and the universe is co-operation; the > t 
law of government is co-operation; the law of the pro- \[ 
duction of the fruits of the fields is co-operation; the law h 
of the perpetuation of the human race is co-operation; the t 
true law of business is co-operation. "God helps those who ; 
help themselves" and "The stars sang together." All speak \ 
of co-operation. If the sun and moon and stars and earth \ 
would not co-operate, but would each go it alone, or in 
competition, dire results would follow. Or if the sunshine 
and rain would not co-operate with the seed and the 
farmer to produce the fine grain and fruit, how vain ( 
would be our labors! \ 

We see competition only in the case of farmers and { 
weeds. The latter compete with the crops and give a great ^ 
deal of trouble. The former compete with each other and , 
have carried on a guerilla warfare resulting in immeas- 
urable disappointments and inconceivable misery. Surely 
God ordained the law of co-operation while the law of com- 
petition was hell-born. 

God is love, equity, co-operation. He is always ready to 
help us and co-operate with us if we will help ourselves. 
He has promised many places, in His Word, and. He never 
enters into competition with us. On the contrary, the devil 
established competition, and through this instrument he 
breeds hatred, envy. Jealousies, suspicions and physical 
and industrial murders. The devil of competition I warn 
you against 

I believe I have made my case against the old, bad, : 
competitive system, as it is still used by farmers, and in j 
favor of the Godlike system of co-operation. A few more 
words and I will rest the case with you, ladies and gentle- ! 
men, as the Jury. 

ORGAJriZBI I 

I want to say to taxmer^, Tasvjst organize. 

By the unalterable rule ol xls'^t ^\ 
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things you must change your system. You now have, 
for the first time, the right plan and are directed for the 
right objects. Give this society the same membership that 
you gave the Grange or Alliance and the work will be done 
now and forever. Give the members one-tenth of the bene- 
fits this society is capable of giving and they will never 
abandon it. Before many years, yes, I believe, before many 
months, .equity, which is next to righteousness, will be 
established. 

Some claim that this movement is socialistic. Suppose 
It is, it is attainable socialism, and desirable socialism. 
A socialism that gives every man his Just dues according 
to all the laws of God and rights of man. A socialism 
that does not confiscate property, limit ambition, destroy 
incentive, or deprive any man of his reward, measured by 
merit. 

It has also been defined as analogous to Christianity. It 
is even this because it contends for equity, gives equity, 
believes in Justice and teaches the golden rule. 

TRULY AN AMERICAN SOCIE3TY OF B^UITT. 

As I have said it is not for one class of people but for all 
the people. It is not strictly a farmers* society of equity 
but truly an American Society of Equity and, with equal 
truth, it may be a society of equity for every country on 
the earth. For all lands; for all governments; for all clas- 
ses, without distinction as to creed, religion or color, as far 
as the sun travels, wherever its principles are accepted 
and its plan adopted it will bless mankind. 

THE GOLDEN AGE. 

This is going to be the grandest age of the world. 
There are greater and better movements in progress now 
for the reform of the world and the uplifting of humanity 
than ever before. The people have aroused themselves; 
and soon, with the matchless plan of the American So- 
ciety of Equity, all graft, speculation, gambling, exploita- 
tion and plundering will end. People in the hearing of 
my voice will be glad they lived in this age rather than in 
any other, because it will be the age of equity. I believe 
these predictions will come true. 

THE DAWN OF EQUITY. 

The dawn of Equity has now appeared, the sun of 
equity is rising and its bright beams will dxW^ vw^-^ 
dark clouds of ignorance, selflshnesa, and svjls^ViVoti. 'Vi^- 
tterstanding la coming to the minds ot tlie m\»g:aVdfe^\ ^^^"s^* 
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TeiT toon, the njB of equity's snn will break in its full 
giOTj sjid flood the eartli. 

America will lead in this movement as she has led In 
others for the betterment of humanity. Through the Ameri- 
can Society of Equity and, by the new power, all social, 
industrial and political bondsmen will be made free. 

I may say in the words of Whittier as we contemplate 
the transformation that is sure to come: 

*^he air of heaven blows o'er me; 
A irlory shines before me. 
Of what mankind shall be — 
Pure, ffenerous, brave and free." 

I thank you. ! 



THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF EQUITY 
ANALOGOUS TO CHRISTIANITY. 

C. p. GERBER. 

In the early days of the Roman Empire was produced 
the simple, yet sublime system of Christianity. It had the 
comprehensiveness and directness requisite to give it au- 
thority as a universal religion. In few, but plain, con- 
vincing words It laid down the principles of human rights 
and of Divine law. It defined the nature and defined the 
sanctions of virtue in the clearest terms; it tore away every 
covering from vice and denounced, without fear, the favor- 
ite ambitions and follies of men. It was humble, unosten- 
tatious, very simple in all its forms, carefully refrained 
from all interference with established governments and 
presented many new and consoling truths with great force. 
It would have seemed that it had only to speak to gain a 
hearing and take a leading place at once in the work of the 
future. The few unprejudiced among the great, multitudes 
of the poor and oppressed and many whose minds recoiled 
from the vices, crimes and skepticisms of the age, heard 
and embraced it with Joy. It rebuked with the utmost se- 
verity the ambitions, the injustice and the love of luxury 
that were prevalent in that age, and that were most dis- 
tinctly Roman. It was persecuted with the greatest vigor 
for hundreds of years, but persecution called public attten- 
tion to it, — ^won it sympathy, and it spread continually be- 
neath the surface of society. 

The brutal features of Roman character were gradually 
softened under its benisn VntLvneii^i^. \xa \«ws:iiJa^^ ^^«k- 
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ened a disgust at the atrocious crimes so prevalent In that 
age, and established a new standard of Judgment in the 
community. Christianity created a purer moral atmos- 
phere in Rome, even while being persecuted with the ut- 
most barbarity. It was the doctrines of peace proclaimed 
among nations who knew no occupation so glorious as 
war, whose institutions all rested on conquest It pro- 
claimed the rights of men and the equality of all persona 
and classes before the Divine law. It scorned alike gor- 
serous cremonies of worship; the subtleties of an imper- 
fect philosophy; and pride of place and power. It is not 
possible to imagine a greater contrast to all the customs 
and thought, prevalent in those times. The most sensual 
of all the races, it exhorted to spirituality; to the most 
cruel it preached meakness and forbearence; it recognized 
as equals the great and the small, the ignorant and ths 
wise, the bond and the free. 

For all these causes Christianity was slow in penetrat- 
ing society and moulding the work of institutions, but it 
spread so extensively that a clear-sighted emperor found it 
politic to profess it in order to gain the support of so large 
and vigorous an element, against his rivals in power. It 
had maintained its growth by its real superiority, and has 
always remained the most powerful and productive agency 
among the influences that aided the progress of mankind. 
It was actively aggressive, and had made of the barbarians, 
who overthrew Rome, converts to the faith before the in- 
vasion, and thus broke the force and diminished the dis- 
astrous effect of the fall of the empire. Christianity, 
through those trying times, showed a youthful vigor by 
which it eased the fall of the old civilization, and abounded 
in valuable services to the civilization yet to be. But the 
high patronage and active part of Constantine in the af- 
fairs of the church had the effect to corrupt its simplicity 
of manners; such as the adhesion of the Greek philosoph- 
ers, who infused into its doctrine their crude theories and 
adulterated its teachings. As a consequence, much that 
was foreign to its essential character long continued asso- 
ciated with its promulgation and institutions. Christianity 
is destined to return, in time, to is orgnal form and pur- 
ity, and In the employment of its primitive powers will 
crown the work of civilization. 

Now note the analogy: 

The A. S. of E. is simplicity personified, and is practical 
in its application. It is the grandest, sublimest idea for the 
betterment of the economic condltiona ot ^^^-t 
conceived by mortal mind — It la the op^elW^^'''^^^^ ^ 
eence of true Christianity to mundane atlaVt^. ^X. '^s^ 
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comprehensiveness, and the directness, requisite to bring 
about peace and harmony between all the varied industries 
of a free government. By a few plain, axiomatic truths it 
teaches the principles of human rights as measured by the 
standard of Divine law; it recommends that all business af- 
fairs be conducted on lines of. equity, therefore has no need 
of secrecy or secret obligations; proclaiming its . doctrines 
and teachings to all, it is ever willing to stand in the glare 
of the searchlight of eternal truth. It is very simple in its 
forms, therefore, it can be readily understood by all who 
would see the beauty of the plan and profit thereby. It 
carefully refrains from all interference with the rights of 
others, but presents its own claims with dignity and force. 
The plan being so plain and practical, it would seem that 
every fair-minded man, who would have equity prevail, 
would embrace it and thereby serve his own interest and 
the interest of his fellowman. But, as in the case of Chris- 
tianity, a great many are blinded by prejudice and are led 
by the false .dogmas of former (now dead) organizations, 
and are still deterred by the delusive phantoms of the dead 
past; while others, led by selfish avarice, care nothing for 
the interests of mankind at large or their class, as illus- 
trated by the attitude of many of the so named "farm Jou^ 
nals," and see no merit in any move or plan, unless it 
brings sheckles to their pockets. 

But the opposition and unjust criticisms by those who 
would decry the A. S. of E. brings many able, broad guaged 
and liberal-minded recruits to its standard. While it is 
hindered, and handicapped in some localities, its plan is 
penetrating and permeating every fiber, woof and warp of 
our economic structure, and the merit of its plan is the 
most potent infiuence in bringing about the reign of civic 
righteousness, of which the signs of the times indicate a 
fulfillment 

Never in the history of organizations has there been a 
plan so misjudged as that of the A. S. of E. Even many of 
Its members have but a slight conception of the grandeur 
and lofty purposes of its plan. It is being measured by 
tJie mercenary standard by which other organizations are 
actuated and controlled. Like early Christianity, the A. S. 
of E. is built on a higher plane. It has a field of its own 
— a field where the noxious weeds of antagonism do not 
grow, neither can the burrs of bitterness and strife mature 
therein. A field lying on the lofty plane of equity where 
grows the choicest of fruits, among which are good will, 
peace, contentment and happiness to all mankind. 

While the underlying principles are as old as the deal- 
Ings of Deity witli man, yet lY^a ^.-^^XXa^-XXsyo. ^\ "Csia^^ ^T\n- 
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dples to every Industry covers ground never traversed by 
any human institution. It stands before • the world de- 
manding that all business transactions should accord with 
the spirit of Equity and that all dealings of man with man 
should be based on equity. Its plan is adaquate to meet 
every contingency that might arise in human affairs. Chris- 
tianity created a purer moral atmosphere in Rome and pro- 
claimed the doctrine of peace among a nation whose high- 
est aspiration was war and whose institutions rested on 
conquest The A. S. of E. teaches that all transactions be 
measured by the standard of equity, at a time when we, 
as a nation, are standing on the crumbling banks of that 
treacherous stream — remorseless greed — whose waters have 
swept to destruction more nations and made serfs of more 
men and women than any other of the treacherous streams 
that ever surged over the blasted hopes and fond aspira- 
tions of once socially equal and happy homes and a free 
and independent nation. It teaches peace, good will, har- 
mony and good fellowship between all industries, and 
equal and exact justice to all men, at a time when insatiate 
greed would create warring factions in the ranks of the 
masses of the various industries, thereby estranging and 
weakening tne forces whose concentrated powers are so es- 
sential to bring about the reforms on which the welfare 
of the masses and the perpetuity of a free government de- 
pend. 

It Is scarcely possible to imagine a greater contrast 
The basic principles of the A. S. of E. and all exclusive or- 
ganizations are as different as day is from night, and as 
far apart as the antipodes. The A. S. of E. demands that 
every one shall have all that Justice and equity entitles 
him to— no more, no less — and is willing to give as much, 
and that no one should have any special privilege, regard- 
less of station or occupation. Thereby it takes a broad- 
gauged, liberal-minded view of the entire field of human- 
ity's plane. »From the very nature of humanity, all exclu- 
sive organizations are, in a measure at least, actuated by 
selfish ideas which will naturally lead to narrow-minded 
Tlews, and will, in turn, bring about controlling methods 
foreign to a Christian spirit, and to the disadvantage of 
those on the outside. It has been an axiom in business, 
that what one party or company gained, another must lose. 
Not so with this society. It lifts all up who are below the 
level of equal opportunity and who are not realizing a fair 
reward for well directed effort put forth.. M, Wife ^qtccl^ \!ot>l^ 
It will level down those, who, througYi ap^e\a\ ^TV^Vifc%^'s» 
getting more than their share as compeTxaaWoxi. lot 
well directed effort At the same time it can xioX. \^a^^ 
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tendency to destroy Incentive or limit ambition. 

It l8 not sarprising in this age of greed and grasping 
methods that many, even of the well informed, should b6 
led into error's ways by pernicious, delusive dogmas, and 
that many able thinkers should stand aloof from all organ- 
izations. On the one hand they have seen organization after 
organization spring up, mush-room like, but when brought 
under the searchlight of Justice and equity, they melted 
away like dew before the morning's sun. While, on the 
other hand, when the grand soul-inspiring, elevating plan 
of the A. S. of B., with its comprehensiveness and its direct 
methods is presented they can sacrcely believe that a plan 
so complete, so perfect in all its details, could be carried 
to completion. 

As in the case of early Ghristianlty, the leaven is at 
work. Much, very much of the awakening of the civic con- 
science, the independent thinking by the masses at this 
time, is due to the teachings of the plan of the A. S. of E. 
No matter how much it may be decried, misrepresented and 
mis-comprehended, it will stand forth in its pristine vigor 
as burnished gold that has been tried by fire. It scorns the 
subtleties of imperfect plans and methods, and maintans 
its growth by its real superiority, and will ever remain the 
most powerful Influence for the emancipation of the toll- 
ing millions of all classes and in all parts of the earth, from 
industrial serfdom, and be the great leveler, socially and 
industrially. 



MY CONVERSION. 



Address by Hon. R. H. Elliston, Williamstown, Ky., before 
the Annual Meeting of the American Society of Equity, 
East St. Louis, Oct 23-26, 1906. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to appear before this national con- 
vention as a delagate from my County and State Unions, 
not as a practical farmer, but as a merchant, living in an 
agricultural section and drawing my commercial sustenance 
from an agricultural community, and therefore being as 
deeply and fully interested in the betterment of the farm- 
ers' condition as the farmer could possibly be himself. 

It is the only farmers' organization to which I ever 
bel6nged, and the only one I was ever invited to Join. I 
acidentally heard of. this society only a few weeks ago. I 
was passing our court house and I heard the voice of a 
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speaker within, whose ringing tones and earneet manner 
attracted my attention, and I went in to see and heard a 
man, who, I soon learned, was the Hon. H. B. Sherman, 
national organizer of this society, expounding a new gospel 
of Justice and equity, specifically applying to the farming 
and agricultural class, and generally to all mankind. He 
was doing it in a manner captivating and convincing, and 
elucidation of the plan and to fairness and Justice of its 
teaching. 

He likened his own conversion to the doctrine he was 
teaching to the sudden conversion of Saul of Tarsus, 
through the teaching of a book he had read, denominated 
"The Third Power." I said to myself, "I must have that 
book. Any book that could convince a man like Sherman, 
and fire his soul with the enthusiasm, and his brain with 
the clear conception of the sublime doctrine he was enunci- 
ating, was worth making a great effort to procure." I pro- 
cured the book and raed it carefully. I have been more 
or less a book buyer all my life, and, while this book only 
cost 25 cents, I have not one single volume in my library 
that I regard as the equal in value of this one. I will not 
repeat in the presence of the distinguished author of this 
book and to his face the exalted opinion I have of it, butl 
will say what I said to my County Union after reading it, 
"That if our people could be educated to carry into execu* 
tion its beautiful, equitable and sublime doctrine, so as to 
reap the benefit of its full fruitition, as I believe they can 
and will be, this little book will became unto our nation 
a second declaration of independence, more valuable for 
relieving us from wrong and oppression than even the 
first one." Why should not I and all honorable and honest 
merchants, who are nothing more or less than the neces- 
sary and legitimate distributors of agricultural, industrial 
and commercial commodities, stand for this? Why should 
not all men having a community of interest with the 
farmer and a common welfare with his own, take up this 
most righteous cause and help him to push it on to suc- 
cess and the attainment of a position to which he has al- 
ways been entitled, but never permitted to enjoy, and thus 
equally help and benefit ourselves? 

If there is one class of people, it seems to me, that 
should be entitled to more reverence and more respect, than 
any or all other classes, it is the farming class. Practi- 
cally placed in position of all the land God created in this 
world of ours, and who in His Almighty wisdom and His 
unfathomable chemistry endowed it with capacity to brin^ 
forth products of food and clothing, "H.^ ^iQm\s!\'s«s^L'Ci\^.^^ 
those f&rmers, divinely commlssioneeL tYietci \.o xxoNsk 
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their hands His agencies, and, by the toll of their hands and 
the sweat of their brows, feed and clothe the world. No 
man can ever convince me, nor will any right thinking 
man be convinced, that it was it was a part of this great 
plan and a condition of this gn'eat commission that the 
man carrying this great burden and responsibility should 
be defrauded out of his Just proportion of the value of his 
own product 

His commission Is not only to feed and clothe the body 
and minister to the physical wants of mankind, but the 
still further duty is put upon him of maintaining the so- 
cial, moral and intellectual advancement of mankind. 

I heard a learned scientist who had delved deeply into 
the questions of sociology and who gave his conclusions 
not only as his opinions, but as the opinions of all 
men, experts in the same lines of investigation, make this 
kind of statement: 

"Take a great city like Cleveland, or Cincinnati, or St 
Louis, and let its own population reproduce, or procreate 
itself, free from country influence or Intervention; 
feed and clothe these •people as the farmers must do or 
they would starve, but have no other intercourse with them; 
don't go into business with them, don't intermarry with 
them, or have any other relation with them except to feed 
and clothe them, and in three generations, or about sixty 
or seventy years, they will become a race of degenerates, 
socially, morally, physically, intellectually, and, of course, 
financially; a rotten, ruined and revolting excrescence of 
humanity." An awful picture, is it not? 

So, gentlemen, the farmer not only feeds and clothes the 
world, but his rich, warm blood coursing through a healthy 
body, his brawny muscle, made hard and strong under the 
skies and in the sunlight of heaven, his brain clear and 
comprehending, free from unhealthy environments, must 
vitalize and revitalize all the functions and endowments 
of the human race and hold it in the line of advancement 
and progression. And yet they are doing all this gigantic 
work for humanity without organization or co-operation 
among themselves, and without the power to protect them- 
selves in trade with these very people who are so depend- 
ent on them. 

I welcome this grand movement that is destined to 
bring to the farmers what is their own, but Which has so 
long been withheld. 
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THE FARMER AND HIS POWERFUL 
FRIENDS NOW RATED AS 
ANTAGONISTS. 

From Jp-to-Date Fanning. 

Not less than two billion dollars are Invested In plants 
for the manufacture of cotton goods, besides the great sums 
invested in the manufacture of by-products of cotton, such 
as cotton seed, oil, etc. Add to these sums the amounts in- 
vested in flouring mills and other machines for converting 
the grains (cereals) Into thousands of different usable arti- 
cles. Then the sums invested in the woolen mills and other 
great factories for the conversion of raw farm products into 
articles for use, as well as the, we presume, equally great 
investments In the manufacture of the machinery used in 
all these great enterprises. 

These references open up a line of investments stupen- 
dous in the sum of money mvolved, in the number of people 
employed, and In the amount and Importance of the work 
done. Every part and particle of these great investments 
depends for success, for existence, upon the work of the 
farmer and the products of the farm. Were these withheld 
by a failure of the soil to produce, or the refusal of the 
farmer to furnish them for a single year, each of these en- 
terprises must cease to operate and go into bankruptcy, 
and a continuation of such failure or refusal would make 
all this valuable machinery worth no more than old iron at 
the Junk shop. 

And now must come in another long line of sufferers — 
those engaged in transportation, in providing fuel, in build- 
ing cars, and in making the machinery that builds them. 
Also those engaged in the distribution of the finished prod- 
ucts — ^wholesalers, Jobbers, merchants. 

What, then, should be the relation existing between the 
farmers and all this vast line of Investments? That of the 
closest friendship certainly — the friendship of absolute de- 
pendence and mutual interest. 

But an element coming between the two has for its own 
selfish Interest inculcated a feeling of antagonism that is 
harmful to both Interests. This midway element, by the 
most hellish means, has so long sought to rob the producer 
by forcing the price to him down, and then to rob the man- 
ufacturer by forcing the price to him up, that a. tftftXVs^^XiabSfi 
been engendered in the breast ol 

succeed be must get the producera' ^oo^a ^x.AiX^^Vs^^'eN*^'^ 
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•ible price, and he feels that he mugt oppose every effort of 
the former to increase the reward for his labor. 

In this the manufacturer Is mistaken. His best Interest 
lies In reasonable and STBADT prices — prices that enable 
him to make his own prices with safety, and to gauge his 
output with certainty. Thus Is the farmer's movement to 
control the prices of his products as much In the Interest of 
the consumer of those products as It is in his own, and 
should cement the friendship between them that would 
never have been broken but for the Gk)dless greed that came 
between them. The producer of the raw material and the 
manufacturer that converts it Into things of use are logical 
friends, and their friendship must be restored, and It will 
be by the controlled marketing proposed by the farmers, 
and the steady prices that must result therefrom. 



SHALL FARMERS FORM A UNION. 



From Up-to-Date Farming. 

The most frequent criticism we have of the attempt to 
organize the farmers for the object of making their own 
prices comes from people who are opposed to unions and 
trusts. They have seen and probably suffered from the 
iniquities of some unions and of some trusts until they 
have come to the conclusion that they are all bad, or that 
they are bad in principle. 

"A good principle, not rightly understood, 
May prove as hurtful as a bad." — ^Milton. 

Or a good principle abused In its application may prove 
bad, and it is often so. 

We have a letter from a subscriber who orders his 
paper stopped, because he is not in favor of a farmers' 
trust, but is in favor of ridding the country of all trusts. 
Also, Mr. Leroy Templeton, of Indianapolis, a large 
farmer and stock raiser, recently spoke before the Farm- 
ers' Congress of Indiana. We never heard a man tell of 
more troubles in the same length of time, than affected his 
business, and he attributed them all to the trusts and 
unions. He said, in part: "I am opposed to a farmers' 
union. It is undemocraUe, xxutalY aiid wholly selfish for 
the farmers to form a unioix to ael XXi^ v^Vs.^ wslXXs^Vx ^sx^^v 
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He further said: "I hate unions of all kinds, and it is not 
right for farmers to Join a union." 

From the Farm Journal we quote as follows: "We are 
in receipt of the following from an Indiana subscriber, 'Hit 
the trusts and monopolies a little harder; but let there 
be no farmers' trust'" Replying, the Farm Journal says, 
in part: 

"The trusts have been hit so hard lately that we feel 
like dropping the subject for a while. The largest propor- 
tion of them seem to have the stuffing nearly all knocked 
out of them. As for a farmers' trust, we see little sign of 
that rising above the horizon. It would be harder to man- 
age by far than most other kinds of trusts, and, as has 
been proven, is so far an impossible task." 

Referring to Mr. Templeton's claim that it is "undemo- 
cratic, unfair and wholly selfish for farmers to set the 
price on their products." Since somebody puts the price on 
these crops, why not the farmers? Does he think the farm- 
ers would not be as fair as the speculators, gamblers, mid- 
dlemen, or food trusts? Since the farmer produces them 
and knows what they cost in investment, labor, loss of fer- 
tility, wear and tear of material, etc.; since he knows his 
needs in the way of living, what he should have for his 
family, for taxes and for profit; why should he not be the 
person above all others to price the produce of his own 
creation? If the farmer has no moral right to price his 
products, who has? How can this right be morally claimed 
by a food trust, the speculators or middlemen? Will Mr. 
Templeton or any person answer? 

The American Society of Equity is purely and simply 
a farmers' co-operative society. It is not a trust in any 
way, shape, form or intent. It proposes to organize the 
farmers into a union where they can all get reliable in- 
formation about crops, values, markets, etc. It will, 
through its board of directors, decide what is a fair and 
equitable price for each crop that is produced, basing the 
price on production and consumption. The price will also 
have a direct bearing on the COST of production. The so- 
ciety differs with the gentlemen who deny that the farm- 
ers have no moral right to price their goods. It most em- 
phatically demands that right for the farmers above any 
other person, company, class or trust. 

The Farm Journal's statement that to form a farmers' 
trust has been proven to be impossible may be true, but if 
it refers to their right and ability to prices lY^'^Vt -^xtir 
ducts, it is mistaken, or at leaat tlie i^xool 
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mitted to as. We think there is proof quite to the con- 
trarj in the behaylor of the markets every week. 

Is it not a fkct that when the farmers market hogs lib- 
erally, the price goes down, then when the receipts are 
small, the price goes np? It is the same with all other 
farm crops. The farmers do this. But as long as there is 
not a head to the whole business, and until all farmers have 
the same advice about the same crop, at the same time, 
uncertainty will prevail. With a known price, farmers will 
quit marketing the moment the buyer won't take any more 
at that price. Do you begin to realize the simplicity of the 
plan and the absolute strength of the farmers' position? 
Bvery day we see proofs of how this plan would work out 
as accurately as the addition or multiplication tables when 
enough farmers are organized. 

But to go back to a farmers' union: Let me ask those 
who oppose unions, or "hate unions/' as Mr. Templeton 
said. Do you hate the union of the thirteen colonies that 
fought against oppression and through co-operation won 
freedom and independence? Do you hate the union of the 
States when they fought to preserve the union of the North 
and the South, and thus guaranteed the greatest and most 
glorious country the sun ever shone upon? Do you hate the 
union of the counties in any one of our States which co- 
operate to make up our great commonwealths? Do you 
hate the union of heaven and earth which co-operate to 
make the great universe produce the fine crops of gn'ain, 
fruit and vegetables and the beautiful fiowers? Do yon hate 
the union of man and woman Joined together by God to co- 
operate, so the race may not perish from the earth? 

Do you really hate the union of capital that co-operates 
to develop the wonderful resources of our great country, 
or of laborers who co-operated, and who have truly digni- 
fied all labor except that on the farm? Do you not realize 
that our universe, our nation, our States, our cities, our 
business, our very being, are all dependent on union and 
people who howl against unions in toto, have shouted with- 
out due consideration. The trouble is not that we have 
unions, but that we have not enough of them. It would be 
simply preposterous to think of this country without them. 
They are the natural result of our wonderful development 
It is the natural evolution from the savage state to one of 
the highest development-— the passing from a state of guer- 
illa warfare, political and industrial, to a federation of mu- 
tual interests, whether national or individual. More unions 
is what the country needs. When everything, everybody and 
every Industry In the countTy \a otsmAta^, and 
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of our Industrial, political and social existence. Then, 
when everybody and everything is organized, each will be 
as strong as the otjier. There will be no weak to be dom- 
inated by the strong. Then will the Thibd Power arise; 
equity will prevail thoughout our land and America will 
he the model to shape the destiny of all other nations. 

Farmers, don't listen to the false teachers. Others have 
organized. It was natural they should, and they will not 
disband their organizations. In fact, it is not wise that 
they should. It is your duty to organize. It is the mission 
of Up-to-Date Farming and the American Society of Equity 
to organize you, and unionize you, until you are as strong 
as the other classes, and so you can price your products as 
they do theirs. The union of the farmers will be the great- 
est union — ^greater than all others combined — ^a union that 
will temper all other unions and deprive them of their 
power to extort and injure. 

Until the government lets the farmers fix the tax they 
shall pay ; until the banker opens his vault and says to the 
borrower, "Help yourself and fix the rate of interest you 
will pay;" or the merchant opens his doors and says, "Take 
my goods and pay your price;" or the manufacturer says 
to the farmer, "Use the machine and set your own price;" 
or the laborer renders his service at the price fixed by 
the employer and complains not; or the client and patient 
set the price for the lawyer's and doctor's service; until 
then we shall champion the farmer in his legal, moral, yes. 
Divine right to fix the price of his products— the result of 
his toil — ^the wage for his labor. "The laborer is worthy of 
his hire." 



EQUITY APPEALS TO ALL CLASSES. 

John P. Stelle, in Up-to-Date Farming. 

We are aware that in our advocacy of equity the rights 
of all must be not only respected, but they must be care- 
fully guarded. In securing an equitable price for wheat, for 
instance, if that price be an advance on the prevailing one, 
the price of the bread of the consumer who is not a wheat 
grower, is likely to be increased also. Likewise, if we se- 
cure better prices for corn and hay, beef and pork, frut ^s^'i. 
vegetables, the consumers of these arUcXe^ T^ax. 
ducers of them, are likely to liave to \>«i.7 mot^ ^'eaxV^ Vs^ 
them. And It we increase the price ot tjcJ^Wi^ Va. XJaa v^r 
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terest of the grower, the smoker and chewer must ultimate- 
ly pay the Increaee. 

In these fiusts superficial thinkers see an Irrespressible 
conflict* and conclude that It Is Imposlble to accomplish 
the first great purpose of the A. S. of E., the securing of 
equitable and profitable prices to the producers for all 
farm prodcts. But In these same apparently conflicting in- 
terests we see the strength of our position, and the cer- 
tainty of the accomplishment of our purpose. 

Take the wheat grower and the cotton grower. The lat- 
ter is a consumer of flour and not (as a rule) a producer of 
wheat, but he Is one of the wheat grower's best customers. 
The wheat grower can not Impair the cotton grower's abil- 
ity to consume without injuring himself. Hence his Inter- 
est lies in making the cotton grower able to consume the 
greatest possible amount of flour. How can he do that and 
at the same time hold his grain to a profitable price? Evi- 
dently by aiding the cotton grower to bring his product to 
a corresponding — an equitable — ^price. 

But the wheat farmer is an abundant user of cotton 
goods. When the price of cotton goes up the price of cotton 
goods follows, and the wheat grower must pay more for his 
cotton fabrics, thus making his consumption of cotton 
goods more expensive, perhaps limiting his use of them, 
and thus cutting down the demand for such goods, and re- 
acting upon the cotton grower himself. How can the latter 
avoid this impairment of his market? By standing In with 
the wheat grower in the latter's demand for better prices 
for his grain. 

Here comes in a mutual Interest and equity, which the 
unthinking world has failed to see. The cotton grower is 
not concerned about a higher price for flour If he can have 
a correspondingly higher price for cotton; and the wheat 
grower is not concerned about a higher price for prints and 
other cotton fabrics if he can have an equitable price for 
wheat. Self Interest, therefore, the strongest power to in- 
fluence human action, binds the two together, and impels 
them to join each other In a mutual demand for equitable 
prices for the products of each — a demand so powerful 
when combined that the world can not turn a deaf ear to it. 

"But is not this a mere swapping of dollars so far as the 
wheat and cotton growers are concerned?" Perhaps so as 
to the amount of their own consumption of each other's 
products; but the prosperity of each depends upon the value 
of his surplus, and, while the price of that which Is con- 
sumed by each Is Increased the price of each one's surplus 
is likewiBB Increased, an^i V\a «kSste8^\A \& TCA.dft great- 
er. These farmers do not ^ mxxOa. ^ws^ tjcwst 
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for their gains as upon those who produce neither wheat 
nor cotton, and the profits derived from these make up the 
sum of their prosperity. 

This brings to view another class who consume both 
wheat and cotton products, but produce neither — the great 
body of wage laborers. Can the demands for equitable 
prices be reconciled with the best interests of this great 
class so deservedly of the kind consideration of society, 
and can they be marshalled under the same banner, and 
held together by the same ties of self-interest? Certainly. 

Nearly all classes of wage earners are already united in 
compact unions that give them greater or less power to en- 
force their demands for remunerative pay. The greater 
the ability of the wage earners to eat abundantly of health- 
ful food direct from the farms, and to gratify their desires 
and tastes for an abundance of comfortable and even fash- 
ionable clothing, the better patrons are they of the pro- 
ducers of the material of which these things are made. 
This brings into lively exercise the self-interest of the 
wheat grower and the stock raiser, the cotton planter and 
the wool producer, the poultryman and the fruit raiser. 
Would not the labor unions feel that they have powerful 
allies in the enforcement of their demands could they so 
rate these great productive interests? Thus organized that 
is exactly what they would be, allies of the wage earners; 
self-interest would make them so. 

But the matter of greatest interest to the wage earners, 
and that which opens up to them the best opportunities for 
savings, without resistance to or controversy with their 
employers, and without any disturbance of the industrial 
progress of society, or loss of time on their own part, is a 
reduction of the cost of living so that they could eat more 
and wear more, and yet save more, on the same wage. 

Nearly all the supplies of the wage earners are in the 
merciless grasp of monopoly. The price paid the producer 
does not measure the price charged the consumer at the 
point of final distribution. Between the consumer and pro- 
ducer the princely profits of monopoly are annually growing 
into millions. Here is where the sweat of the farmer toiler 
and the sweat of the wage laborer mingle and flow in a 
sea of unearned wealth for the benefit of neither, but to 
oppress both. The producer and consumer, brought thus 
together in equity, stops this fatal drain of life energy, and, 
dividing the cruel stream where it now pours its constant- 
ly augmenting tide into monopoly's coffers, sends on« 
branch of it to increase to an equitable pric^ \X!l^ 
of the producer, while the other goea lo ^VrnVoXs^a. \» ^sa. 
equitable charge the price taken iTom 



258 THE THIRD POWER. 



consumer, thus knitting these great industrial classes to- 
gether in the ties of self-interest and benefits, stronger than 
those of secret pledge or mystic ceremony. 

We are not unmindful of the interests of the smaller 
producers, of the growers of the minor crops, whose rights 
are just as sacred, and who are just as much entitled to, 
and must have, equity, and whose every interest may he 
even more easily reconciled to and worked out by this com- 
mon plan, but we have purposely made use of the three 
great classes of production and consumption, and we have 
brought out the apparently most irreconcilable phases of 
their relations to each other, to show, as we think we have 
done conclusively, that their interests are in harmony, and 
that beneath the Aegis of the American Society of Equity 
their true relation will be found, and a new era ushered 
in for industrial humanity. 



CAPITALIZED CORPORATIONS NO RE- 
LIEF TO FARMERS. 

Prom Up-to-Date Farming, June 15, 1904. • 

Uu-to-Date Farming stands in glad support of whatever 
may serve well the best interests of agriculture, and of la- 
bor in general; but the mere claims of an institution, and 
the interestingly detailed results which, it is argued, must 
follow it, are not sufficient to warrant its support Let 
everything come under the keen scrutiny of investigation, 
and what can not stand the severest test of reason, may 
well be left alone. 

A farm paper now lies before us which heralds the fo^ 
mation of what claims to be a giant corporation of farmers, 
with a capital stock of half a million, with the privilege 
of increasing it to five millions. This corporation is 
headed by prominent people, and it proposes to knock out 
the farm machinery trust in the first round. Should it do 
80, who would probably be the gainer? The new combina- 
tion would have to crowd out the old one before it could 
get the field, to do which it must become stronger than its 
antagonist, and, therefore, just as much of a monopoly. It 
would be crowded with salaried officers managers and 
foremen, and perhaps be managed just as extravagantly and 
with just as little regard for the inner life and interests of 
agriculture. Human seV^atoi^^^ \a rnxsLafcL tlie same the 
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world over, and only awaits the opportunity to manifest it- 
self. But this is only a suppositional view of the probable, 
we may say, the natural result of the corporation should it 
be successful. 

Another view of the enterprise is a far more important 
one. A capitalized corporation is nothing without money. 
Capital stock is not money; it is something issued by the 
corporation presumably to represent an investment — is 
given out in exchange for money. This particular corpo- 
ration invites farmers to take its stock at |25 a share. 
The situation at present is this: The farmers have the 
money; the corporation has the stock. If the plans, of the 
promoters ba carried out, and they succeed in getting the 
stock taken by 'the farmers, the situation will be this: The 
corporation will have the money and the farmers will have 
the stock! 

This is not saying the corporators are dishonest, or that 
they are inordinately selfish in their designs. They are 
men of business prominence. But this change of money 
and stock must take place before a wheel of the corpora- 
tion can move; then the future of the money and stock 
must depend on the success or failure of the enterprise. 
Certain it is, the money will never be swapped back for the 
stock, for it must be expended or absorbed beoore either 
success or failure can be reached. 

We also have on our desk a circular outlining the for- 
mation of a corporation of tobacco growers and providing 
for a capital of $5,000,000. It, too^ has the names of prom- 
inent men at its head, not one of whom, however, so far as 
we know, is a tobacco grower. The money is to come from 
the same source as that of the former one, from the farm- 
ers. In this case the tobacco growers are to put up the 
money, and the same change in possession, the same change 
In relation to money and stock, must take place as outlined 
in the case first recited. 

. Again we protest that we do not accuse these people of 
dishonesty, but their plan, if carried out, simply creates a 
rival to the tobacco trust, and involves the two in a fight 
to the finish. The new concern must take the money paid 
in by the tobacco growers as a fund with which to fight 
their antagonist on his own chosen ground. It is safe to 
conclude that the money would be thus absorbed, and the 
tobacco growers would be left where they began,, minus 
some good money, plus a large amount of discouragement, 
and in the hands of a trust grown all the more arrogant 
l)ecause of its victory. "The man behind the gun" ma.Y ^ 
all right, we would not intimate tSiaX "k^ V& Tift\.\ >x 
the man In front of the gun, out iu ^^^X^ ^X^wsi^^ 



260 THE THIRD POWER. 



molney la to c<»ne, that la In danger. "We help farmers to 
to help themselTes/' declare the promoters, but those same 
farmers are asked to "tote" the fuel — to furnish the money 
to buy their own tobacco, and to pay somebody a big price 
to show them how. They don't have to buy their own 
tobacco; it is theirs already. Why not simply hold it until 
some one else is ready to buy it at an equitable price? 

This is the plan we advocate, and it takes not a cent of 
capital stock. Besides, if the tobacco growers were able to 
put up five million dollars, they would not need anybody 
to "help the formers to help themselves" — they could help 
themselves without help even from "the man behind the 
gun." 

A letter Just received from a very intelligent gentleman, 
writing from Kentucky, gives an account of the formation 
of a similar corporation among the growers of Burley to- 
bacco in that State. It was capitalized, it seems, at |10,- 
000,000. The tobacco growers were to furnish one-fourth 
of this, or 12,600,000, and then capitalists were to furnish 
the remaining three-fourths, and the corporation was to 
buy up all the Burley tobacco at 9 cents a pound, and after 
having been finally sold, net profits (profits after all ex- 
penses and salaries had been paid) were to be distributed 
as a dividend among the stockholders. Buying was to be- 
gin December 1. Nearly $2,000,000 were subscribed by the 
farmers, but fortunately none wah paid in — it was not to 
be paid until the whole scheme was completed, which 
proves that its promoters were sincere and honest. 

The farmers held their tobacco until the time came for 
the company to commence buying; but the entire amount 
required to be taken had not been subscribed, and the big 
loan could not be secured. The time was put off three or 
four weeks, the farmers still holding their tobacco. Christ- 
mas came. Still the loan had not been secured, and still 
the farmers kept their tobacco oft the market, still awaiting 
the success of their own effort Along in January things 
began to happen. The market had run dry. The factories 
had no material to work upon, and could get none. The 
growers did not have to wait any longer; the country was 
full of buyers, and the growers named their price — better 
prices than they had received for years Why? 

Not because they had formed a corporation, for the cor- 
poration had done nothing. Not because they had sub- 
scribed for capital stock, for they had not paid in a cent 
It was because they had held their tobacco off the market 
tintil the market had to have it. and then they made their 
price, or could have done so had they been organized to that 
Bnd, Their corporation abap\\ite\7 XixvJv. Vo.^^ 
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a notable success on this plan of controlled marketings 
without knowing it* 

And thus it goes. Great capital stock corporations never 
yet have brought relief to the farmers as a class. They 
must fight well drilled armies that are already in the field; 
that have their batteries planted and masked; their gun- 
ners trained and masters of their parts, and victory in this 
way can only come to the farmers at the end of a struggle 
which shall annihilate these intrenched veterans. It never 
comes. 

The West is being thickly sown with these mush-room 
corporations, and there are indications that a crop is being 
prepared for the South. Much effort may be thus wasted, 
and perhaps some good money lost, but no permanent good 
will ever be accomplished. 

Now, we are entirely willing for the American Society 
of Equity to be measured by the same standard with which 
we have gauged these stock corporations, and the same ar- 
guments may be used where they will apply. We are incor- 
porated to make us amenable to, and to give us the pro- 
tection of the law; we ask no subscription to capital stock, 
because we need none; we have to fight no corporation, be- 
cause we are arrayed against none; we are rivaling no bus- 
iness concern, because we are not in business in the sense 
that they are; we are not asking farmers to furnish mohey 
to buy tobacco or any other farm product, because they 
already own it all. We simply teach them how to hold 
what we have until the market calls for it at an equitable 
price — ^a price which compares justly with the prices of 
what we have to buy, and carries with it a reasonable prof- 
it. We court investigation, invite comparison, and chal- 
lenge a denial of the efficiency of the plan of the A. S. of E. 



NATIONAL CROP CONVENTIONS. 

HOW PBICES MAY BE INTELLIGENTLY MADE AND POSITIVELT 
MAINTAINED. 

From Up-to-Date Farming, 1904. 

The closing year has been prolific of important lessons, 
frice-making and marketing have been studied by the rural 



•Later, in 1906, the Burley tobacco dValxVcX. ^tci^^x.^^ 
A. S. of E. plan and In a few montYiB ots«ltvVl^^ ^.x^a. 
complJahed all they attempted to do lYiTO\L«\i XX^^^ Ci^'tf^x*" 
mtock corporations. 
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population as they never were before, and it has been 
proven that the producers of farm products can control the 
market and make and maintain prices. The remaining les- 
son to learn is the best way to do it The American Society 
of Equity is not a stickler for methods. It set out to proye 
that the farmer need not trail along after all other classes, 
that he need not look from his toil-worn fields to see every- 
body else putting prices upon the work of his hands while 
he alone must toil on, aimlessly, almost hopelessly, and ac* 
cept for his products whatever the buyer chose to offer. 
We have accomplished that purpose. We have proven that 
the farmer, though a toiler, is abreast of other toilers, that 
he possesses every right that belong to others, and that 
from the very nature of his products, food and raiment for 
the race, his is the vocation which makes all other voca- 
tions possible, and without which none of the others could 
be. We have demonstrated that, by a simple act of ordi- 
nary business, he can secure these rights which he has so 
long waived in the interest of others, and for himself make 
and secure profitable prices upon whatever he produces that 
may be needed by his fellows or their domestic dependents. 
It only remains, as we have said, to determine the best way 
to do this. 

The methods adopted for other great purposes, and the 
successes achieved, point to a national convention — a con- 
vention of wheat growers, of com raisers, of cotton plant- 
ers, of tobacco raisers, of fruit growers, of live stock men — 
of every great agricultural interest. Assembled thus, we 
may pattern after the political conventions, and act through 
committees. Not only supply, demand, market and price 
may be considered, but other questions affecting the indus- 
try may be discussed, making the convention an annual 
summing up of the lessons and experiences of the years, 
and of suggested advancements for the year to come. 

Who can calculate the benefits that would result from 
such conventions, and who would be better qualified to 
make suitable prices upon the various products than such 
a convention of the producers of them, acting primarily 
through a committee of the most intelligent, most conserva- 
tive, and most judicious of them all? Such action ratified 
by the convention, would go to the country with a force, 
and be received witn a confidence that no other action could 
claim, unless it were the action of the government itself, 
and it is questionable whether even than would carry with 
it so great a weight of confidence. 

But would such action be accepted by the fliasses of the 
various lines of production? We may reason from analogy 
And say emphatically T'BS. \& 'a. ^jaod year in 
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which to say so, because the proof is so near at hand. 

The national conventions of the political parties meet 
every four years. They adopt platforms that have never 
been considered for a moment by the masses, and In most 
Instances, name condidates that have not previously been 
spoken of. In only a few cases are the candidates a reason- 
able certainty. Yet the wires scarcely cool from the 
flash which tells the news when the respective party 
masses accept the result as their own act — the platforms 
as being the embodiment of their most sacred principles 
and profoundest convictions, and the candidates as being 
the ones of all others whom they most delight to honor. 

Can it be said that people so intelligent as those of 
America are less devoted to their personal interests than 
they are to their political parties, which, laud them as you 
may, are but ephemeral aggregations gathered around some 
fancied purposes, and whose principal, if not only, bene- 
ficiaries are the few that may obtain office? We do not be- 
lieve it Give the American people a chance to rally around 
the standard of their own prosperity — the foundation of 
their homes,.' the welfare of the families, the success of 
their calling — and they will do it with an enthusiasm and 
unanimity that will put every doubter to the blush and 
every enemy to flight 

What of a penalty? No penalty will be needed but the 
penalty of privileges abused, opportunities neglected, and 
willful loss. What incentive? The incentive of beneflts, 
of just reward for toil, of an honorable place among men, 
of a home established and a family provided for — ^the in- 
centive of honest and honorable prosperity. The voter that 
ignores his party action is a "bolter," the laborer that re- 
fuses to recognize the union is a "scab," the farmer that 
would not accept the work of a convention of his kind 
would be — the future must coin the word. The lessons and 
successes of the past point to a full accomplishment of 
these great purposes in the near future. 
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HOW TO CALCULATE THE FARM VALUE 
OF CROPS. 

ON THE PLAN OP THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OP 
EQUITY. 

The American Society of Equity ii 
being built for every farm, garden 
and orchard crop. It is for the grain 
grower, the stock feeder, the dairy- 
man, the poultryman, the tobacco 
grower, the fruit grower, the cotton 
grower, etc. As soon as it is in op- 
eration it will benefit the largest op* 
erator, no difference where situated, 
or in what line engaged, and also the 
smallest operator — owner of a few 
rods of ground — by securing stability 
and equity of price, which means 
stability of prosperity. 

The central head or National 
Union of the society will print in the 
official paper a price that any crop is 
equitably (to producer and consum- 
er) worth. This will be done as soon 
after the crop in this country is se- 
cured as it is possible to decide the 
yield from reports from members 
and local unions. The price will be 
known as the MINIMUM price, and 
will be based on some leading mar- 
ket For instance, grain and stock 
prices will be based on Chicago, cot- 
ton on New York, beans on Detroit* 
etc. (The Pacific Coast and territory 
tributary, can have their own bases 
and the plan will work the same for 
them.) Markets elsewhere and the 
farm price can be calculated from 
these bases, being enough less to 
equal transportation and the cost of 
handling. Of course, there will be 
many places where the local mar- 
kets will take all the products, and 
the price under these conditions is 
usually higher than where a surplus 
is produced. The home market 



should be cultivated to the ste^X-^^x, ^xX^ta. ^QSisAJaia. 



FARMERS TO THE FRONT. 265 



Refer to the map and let us see what the farmer in 
Central and Western Kansas ought to have for his wheat 
on the basis of $1.00 per bushel at Chicago. The rate of 
freight to Kansas City is 16 cents per cwt; from Kansas 
City to Chicago is 14 cents; total, 30 cents per cwt, or 18 
cents a bushel. Deduct this from $1.00 and we have 82 
cents. If the farmer in Central and Western Kansas re- 
ceives less than 82 cents on the basis of $1.00 for No. 2 red 
at Chicago the difference is what the middle men charge for 
handling it. 

There is another thing farmers should notice. The rail- 
roads charge 16 cents to carry wheat 200 miles west of 
Kansas City, but only 14 cents for the 500 miles from Kan- 
sas City to Chicago, or as 8 to 3. This looks like an injus- 
tice that should be wiped out. Also, the through export 
rate from Kansas City to Great Britain and other foreign 
ports ranges from 29 cents to 33 cents, only twice as much 
as is charged to carry grain less than across one State. 
There is no equity in such an adjustment and it is clear 
such enequalities can only exist because farmers have not 
put themselves in a position to resist them. They can 
quickly change these things when organized. 

Referring again to the map, the rate of freight from 
Chicago to New York is 20 cents; therefore, wheat that i8 
worth 82 cents in Kansas, $1.00 in Chicago, is worth $1.12 
in New York, plus a fair price for handling it. This should 
be the case if equity prevails, as the populous east must 
get its supply from the grain fields of the west. 

Eastern farm consumers of western grain and meat need 
not be concerned if the western farmers get good prices. 
This is not a movement for a good price on one product or 
a few, but on every product The vegetables, fruit, dairy 
products, poultry, eggs, etc., of eastern farmers will ad- 
vance proportionately. 

The entire agricultural business needs reorganization in 
its distributing end. Gross discrimination must end. Equity 
must prevail and these things all depend upon the farmers. 
Elevators and shipping associations in the Mississippi Val- 
ley won't cure the trouble, but may aggravate it. Nothing 
less than a national organization when a million or mor» 
farmers will speak through an authorative head will b» 
effective. Under such conditions the farmers will rule-r- 
they will be irresistible. 
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HOW THE SOUTH HAS BLINDLY 
SUFFERED. 

From Up-to-Date Farming. 

More than fifty years ago the British Board of Trade 
concluded that the lower they could force down the price 
of cotton, the more the American planter would be com- 
pelled to raise to make a living; that the increased pro- 
duction would furnish increased supplies for their mills; 
and that it would afTord additional leverage to be used in 
making the prices still lower. This policy was agreed 
upon, and has been adopted by all the Cotton Exchanges 
of the world, and it has been steadily and relentlessly pur- 
sued ever since, with various results, of course, as season 
conditions have favored or thwarted their purpose, but al- 
ways in the loss of the planters, not in absolutely lower 
prices, perhaps, but in prices below what conditions war- 
ranted. 

This selfish and cruel, and, we may say mistaken, policy, 
has cost the cotton growers immense sums of money, or, 
rather, has prevented them from realizing vast sums they 
have honestly earned, and to which they were justly enti- 
tled. So great a difference has this made in the business 
of cotton growing that many good, industrious and eco- 
nomical people who ought now to be in independent cir- 
cumstances, or, at least, well to do, find themselves and 
their families with a scant living, in many cases short of 
the common comforts of life. 

Until very recently the results of this miserable policy 
have been accepted by the cotton planters as a decree of 
fate, as the best they could expect, and something entirely 
beyond their control. But a different teaching has lately 
found its way into the South, and there has been a wonder- 
ful awakening, a revolution in sentiment, and an absolutely 
different systeni of marketing. The farmer has learned 
his power, and he now knows that, as the first owner of 
the things he produces, he is the logical price-maker, and 
that no one can get them from him without his consent 
He will no longer suffer the wrongs to which he has so 
long patiently submitted. Instead of the cotton crop of 
the present year going blindly on to the market as hereto- 
fore, it is going into storage rooms, there to remain until 
the demand calls for it at prices that mean reasonable 
profits to the grower, but, in no sense, excessive to the 
mill. Indeed, as we have argued so many times, and, we 
think, conclusively, the miWa ma^ ^^^^Vc «w^^Uea cheap- 
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er than under former methods, for the prices will be 
steady, free from corners and manipulation, and they will 
come direct from first hands instead of from the hellish 
pits of speculation. Two simple words have brought about 
this great change in sentiment and marketing — organiza- 
tion and co-operation, and it is not at all out of place to> 
say that Up-to-Date Farming set that wave of thought in. 
motion, and the American Society of Equity crystalized it 
into action. 



TO WHOM BE THE CREDIT? 



the: RBSviiTs are: mors: important than thb 
powe:r that achie:ve:d thbm. 

From Up-to-Date Farming. 

"Credit for dollar wheat is not given unanimously to the- 
national administration; one farm paper claims that it did 
it. Isn't there danger of an over-production of such mod- 
esty?" 

We find the above paragraph in a prominent farm pub- 
lication, one whicn is ably conducted, and one, too, which 
is usually not afraid to lead out in reform lines. It takes, 
no act of the imagination to determine that Up-to-Date- 
Farming is the paper referred to by our contemporary. We 
do not know that we ever made the claim alleged, but it 
has been made for us and we have not hesitated to speak 
of the part we have played in the matter. We concede such 
a claim seems extravagant, and to the mere onlooker as 
preposterous, but in these days all classes seem willing to 
give even the devil his due. A brief review of the situa- 
tion can not be harmful. 

It is very evident that some influence is at work among 
the people that never was before; that something is affect- 
ing the markets as they were never affected before. In the- 
face of the conceded large corn crop, commercial reports of 
the highest authority tell us that traders who have been 
in the habit for years of making large sales abroad to be 
shipped later, in advance of the purchase of the grain, 
relying upon their ability to purchase the grain at their 
price at time of shipment, are haylns ^sys^"^ XswJ?^ 
sales because they cannot purcha&e ^ioxii ^q\^> "s^^"^. 
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iMcaoM there le a lack of com, but because the farmers 
refuse to sell at the price. Such a state of affairs was 
nerer known before. 

It is also conceded that there is a large cotton crop, the 
latest govemment report putting the yield at more than 
twelye million bales; and yet the manipulators find it im- 
possible to force the price down materially and hold it 
there. From a single report recently issued by a promi- 
nent member of the New York Cotton Exchange, A. Norden 
4k Co., we make the following extracts: 

"South Carolina. Farmers holding extensively. 

"Georgia. Atlanta — ^The farmers are holding their cot- 
ton to a greater degree than we ever remember. Macon— 
This market is completely blocked, everything being held 
for ten cents. 

"Alabama. Montgomery — Planters are either holding 
their cotton at home or bringing it to the market centers 
and storing it — ^probably selling about one-third or one- 
tialf. Troy — ^Marketing has been free up to about the first 
of the month. Since then after cotton commenced to de- 
cline below ten cents, there has been a general holding back> 
and receipts all through this section have been light. 
Thomasville — One-third of the amount ginned is being held 
by farmers. 

"Texas. Houston — ^In all my experience of twenty-six 
years in spot cotton I have never seen such an indisposi- 
tion to sell spot cotton." 

And so on. Our private advices are still more general 
and more emphatic than the above. The same is true of 
com, of wheat, of oats, of beans, of tobacco— of nearly 
all the leading market crops. It was seen and felt in the 
"Wheat market of 1903. In 1904 it appears, as we have said, 
tn all the prominent crops, to' an extent that puzzles 
veteran traders, men who have been on 'Change all their 
business lives. 

Is any one willing to say that this disposition to hold 
crops off the market until a satisfactory price is reached, 
is accidental, that it took hold upon the farmers without 
and reason for it, that it invaded the wheat and corn 
fields of the North, the cotton plantations of the South, 
the tobacco fields of Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina 
and Tennessee, the bean fields of Michigan and New York, 
all purely by accident at the same time, and simultane- 
ously demanding the same price for the same crops? 

This state of things, this condition of the market, was 
never known before. It cannot be accidental — ^mere chance. 
There must be a cause for it. Similar cropconditions have 
prevailed before. Wheat WgYil, eom ^Ja\ra.^^Tiv, ^t^jI 
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potatoes large; tobacco, beans and hay moderate to large. 
These conditions are not anomalous. But that former» 
are holding them for a specific price made by themselves^ 
and getting it— this is the feature that is new» and that i» 
puzzling the veteran traders. As we have said, there must 
be a cause for it, something at work that has not pre- 
viously been exercised, some connection and understandingT 
among the producing forces that has not before existed — 
some power behind it all that was never before exerted? 
Find this and you will find what led up to dollar wheat 
and has so effected other prices and demoralized the mar- 
ket manipulators. It is not a question of modesty; it i» 
a question of fact, of history now — a question of Import- 
ance to producers of all time and countries, because it 
shows what can be done, and demonstrates their power to 
secure prices that shall reward them for their toil. 

In December, 1902, the .^erican Society of Equity wa» 
organized based on equity in all the business relations of 
life. Its first great object was declared to be "to obtain 
profitable prices for all products of the farm, garden and* 
orchard." Up-to-Date Farming, which had previously ad- 
vocated this new and strange doctrine, was made the offi- 
cial paper, and began a systematic campaign to build up> 
the organization and secure the first object It taught un- 
equivocally that the way to do it was by controlle<$ 
marketing, to unitedly fix a price and to hold the products^ 
until the price was paid — advocated the precise action that 
it is now acknowledged has been taken, to the discomfiture- 
of old-time market prophets and confident price manipu- 
lators. 

It is not necessary to say, in the face of such recent his- 
tory, that this paper was compelled to fight the first battle* 
single-handed and alone. Not another paper in all the- 
country advocated it. On the contrary, many of them 
openly opposed it, others ridiculed it The editor of one,, 
more prominent than most of the others, confessed in a 
letter over his own signature, that, though he did not care- 
to fight Mr. Everitt in the open, he would be glad to give 
him a thrust under the fifth rib. We speak thus not boast- 
ingly, but simply for the truth of history, and for the en- 
couragement of those farmers whose superior intelligence^ 
and firmness have proven the truth and won the victory — 
a victory greater in its results and benefits than any won 
on the field of battle. 

But to the proofs. In May, 1903, wheat was selling 
low 70 cents a bushel. The editor ot IbVa i&«l^^t , ^Yka \^ ^'e*'^^ 
president of the American Society ol "Eli^MVt^ , Xiafe- 
prJce too low as compared with the cost ol ^TO^MeXXoti. ^t^^ 
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the general level of yalues. He hatily gathered all avail- 
able statistics, both of production and consumption, which 
convinced him that for the crop of 1903, $1.00 per bushel 
would be no more than an equitable price, thaht every 
9)ushel that sold below that price failed to bring the pro- 
<lucer what was Justly his. May 25, 1903, he issued his 
famous Dollar-Wheat Bulletin, setting forth those facts 
and urging farmers to hold their wheat for that price, 
lilembers of the Society at once accepted the bulletin in 
.«ood faith, and acted upon the advice. Many of the farm- 
ers who had read this paper did the same. But the agri- 
cultural press uniformly ridiculed the idea and discouraged 
«uch action, many of them unscrupulously atacking the 
personality of the advocates of the doctrine. The trade 
manipulators and gamblers in wheat prices of course 
fought it by every means their accumulated .wealth and 
recklessness of truia enabled them to bring to bear. 

But Up-to-Date Farming unflinchingly stood In the 
breach, and defended the right of the farmers to price their 
^products, and urged the holding of the crops as the only 
means of accomplishing it. Shipments began to slacken, 
the "visible" was reduced, shorts commenced to cover, the 
price began to climb, and the dollar was reached months 
l)efore the crop of 1904 was ready for the harvest. 

The history of the crop of 1904 is a repetition of that of 
1903. Long before the crop began to mature, the country 
was flooded with reports of tremendous yields, and the 
speculators began to bid low prices for future delivery of 
the grain. Many sales and purchases were made below 80 
•cents. This paper and the society it represents bided its 
time. We had means of information the sepculators knew 
not of, and were advised of the gigantic plans that were 
laid for a great rake off at the farmers* expense. July 20th, 
was issued the bulletin of the society declaring the equit- 
able price in Chicago far the 1904 crop to be $1.20 per bu- 
shel, and announceu a total yield far below any estimate 
that up to that time had been made. Since then the esti- 
mate of the society has been vindicated by the very highest 
authority, and the price of wheat, in spite of all efforts and 
Influence to pull it down, has stood well up toward and at 
the $1.20 mark, and in the great milling centers it has gone 
beyond it. 

We may well submit the cause to the decision of an in- 
telligent unbiased public. But, as we say in the head- 
ing to this article, the results are more important than the 
power that achieved them — important to a hard-working, 
poorly paid, but deserving class of people, who have long 
felt the Injustice done Uiem, T\o\.>s3iQr« \3^<5ii: i^ower 
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to secure redress. Important to other producers, the grow- 
ars of other crops, who have likewise borne the burdens 
of an ungrateful world, but who now see clearly the way 
of relief. 

And the greatest victory of all is in the fact that we no 
longer stand alone. The doctrine of controlled marketing 
has taken deep seat not only in the minds of the producing 
people, but it is being taken up by powerful molders of 
public opinion, and its potency is conceded by its most 
interested opponents. Let us reiterate our appeal to the 
growers of all crops — stand by your products and secure 
your price and just profits by controlled marketing, by 
holding your crops until the demand comes, and you will 
get your price. 



THE UNION LABEL. 



One of the strongest 
weapons of organized labor 
is the union label. The or- 
ganized workers have forc- 
ed its use on almost every 
article produced by them 
to distinguish it from what 
they call "scab" produced articles, so that their friends 
may not be deceived into patronizing those unfriendly to 
organization. 

Farmers have organized heretofore but it has been in a 
desultory way, and no attempt has ever been made to use 
a label. Indeed, they have acted as though they felt them- 
selves underlings, subject in their productions to the whims 
and speculations and peculations of others, with no right 
on their part to claim distinction for what they grew, or 
to exercise any control over its quality or price. 

But things are becoming different. Lessons are being 
learned and acted upon that were looked upon as almost 
treasonable two years ago. It is a fact that the farmers 
are coming to the front, and they are asserting their rights 
in a voice that is being heard from Maine to California, 
and from the wheat lands of the Northwest to the Caro* 
Unas. 

Why not designate the product of union farmers by a 
label? The A. S. of E. provides one. It is seen at the 
head of this article, and we are sure llciaX. Wjs^ ^^^^ 
must be admired. The monogram ol ^o^V^X.-^ ^^s.xi^jN^'^ 
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the central poeition, around which appear the words. 
"The American Society of Equity." The band of fellow- 
chip encloses this in a protected field, bearing above the 
"National Union" and below "American Farmers," the "of 
in the monogram completing the legend, "National Union 
of American Farmers." Then on arms stretched out as to 
take in the world appears tne words "Union Label." 

As the success of the A. S. of E. will solve the farm 
labor problem and make a demand for millions of laborers 
«t the market price of wages, it is very sure that products 
thus marked, whether wheat, oats, hay, cotton, com, fruit, 
butter, eggs, or whatsoever, will attract the attention of 
onion laborers in the cities, who are the leading consumers 
of our products, and receive their decided preference, creat- 
ing a special demand for the products of union farmers. 
But this fact must also be borne in mind: This label must 
stand as a guarantee of honest goods. The package desig- 
nated by it must be as it is represented to be, for the 
whole society stands, tentatively, at least, as its guardian. 
There is no question but the use of this label, with this 
proper and necessary restriction, would add very material- 
ly to the demand in the market, and to the price. 



BOARDS OF TRADE ARE THE DEVIL'S 
WORK SHOPS. 

Henry B. Geer in Up-to-Date Farming. 

Labor — all labor — has the God-given right to protect 
Itself. Whether it is labor of the factory, the mine, the 
counting room, the printing office, or labor on the farm, 
the same inalienable right exists. The factor in creating, 
in remodeling, in making wholesome for the human body, 
in making beautiful for the eye or pleasant to the taste, is 
the fundamental factor, and the mere fact of its primary 
position in the order of life should make it first in line 
of protection, and the division of returns from successful 
results. This is the natural viewpoint of all well-meaning, 
honest and equitable men. But there is an element in the 
commercial life of the world — a barnacle rather, that has 
engrafted itself on the produce of the earth — a sapsuck- 
Ing, unhifty, godless thing, that is holding up and gorging 
Itself on labor's portion. This thing is the soulless, non- 
produclng, consclencelea a^%cv3Aa.\»T gambler in farm 
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products. It is ill-gotten gains turned loose to the detri- 
ment of the producer. It is the wealth of the inequitable 
thing manipulated to throttle equity. Boards of trade as 
now run are the devil's work shop engaged in forging pro- 
fits for the non-producing class from the results of honest 
labor. It is the greatest blight in the body economic — a 
danger that threatens the very life of the farming indus- 
tries of America. It is a bold, fearless, devilish power that 
often defies the laws of the municipality and the State. 
It has no base in justice and honor, and exists simply be- 
cause of the indifference and former neglect of the one 
power that can dethrone it — the grand, majestic, sweeping^ 
strength of co-operative production— of organized farm in- 
terests and farm labor. Its injustice has grown because 
justice has been blinded; its inequity has been tolerated 
because there were none who raised a cry for equity; be- 
cause the individual farmer was impotent in his feeble 
strength. 

This is the conditon that has obtained under inaction, 
the -natural result of indifference and neglect on the part 
of the producers. It is fattening of the unworthy, while 
the deserving ones, those who have all along been putting 
forth their strength, laboring honestly and continually on 
the farm, have grown lean in purse and crib. It is illustra- 
tive of the old proverb of "saving at the spigott and wast- 
ing at the bunghole." The farmer has labored diligently 
and honestly, and in doing so, he was conscious of his 
strength in manual labor, the work shop of his brain 
became dusty and cobwebbed, in so far as the proper guard- 
ing and distribution of the fruits of his labor are concern- 
ed. He has all along been short-sighted in the matter of 
marketing his produce. He has plowed, sowed and reaped; 
and then dumped the fruits of his labor into the lap of 
the conscienceless speculator, who has not hesitated to 
manipulate the market to his own selfish ends, after allow- 
ing the farmer an inequitable portion. And thus has come 
about the hold up of labor's portion. In this way has in- 
equity all along prevailed, until now, after a realization of 
the unfavorable conditions, an awakening on the part of 
the producers that is becoming general — co-operation and 
organization — is beginning to obtain, where it should have 
been in existence years and years ago. A demand is now 
being made by the farmers for a release of labor's portion, 
and an equitable distribution of the rewards of honest in- 
dustry and thrift. 

This is the purpose of the American Society ol'^^^iaN^. 
It has for Its chief object the betlermeiaX. ol Wi^a ^T^\i.^Va% 
elaaa; the advancement of the tarmex'E VoXjeteaXa Vs^ 
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legitimate manner; and this without making war on any 
honest interprise in any other field. 

No purpose, however, can be accomplished without the 
hearty co-operation and support of these most vitally inter- 
ested, a fact that makes it incumbent on the farmers to 
adopt active measures to strengthen themselves, to organize 
and coK>perate in the marketing and distribution of the 
products of their farms. 

The question, the agitation and the demand for equit- 
able prices is now a vital issue — one on which the farmers 
everywhere can, and must, unite to their mutual benefit 
The issue is sharply defined, and the fight is now on. 
Labor's portion in the returns for the produce of American 
soil, is now at stake. A long pull and a strong pull is now 
being made to rescue the farmers' crops from the grip of 
the gamblers, and it needs only united effort to succeed. 
Let labor hold back her portion for once; let the men who 
grow the crops store them at home as largely as possible, 
thus letting the market manipulators waste away for the 
want of subsistence, and the victory will be won. No one 
has either the moral or the legal right to put a price on the 
produce of the farm, but those who grow it, and for this 
principle every American farmer should hold out till the 
last ditch. 

The producers can win. They are sure to win in the 
long run, for they have equity on their side, and they 
have the crops on the farm where they were grown. The 
thing to do is to make the storage at home as great as 
possible, and the offerings as meagre as financial conditions 
will permit; and then it will only be a question of a short 
time until the dealers will come to the producers and 
gladly pay the price the latter shall have put on the product 
of their labor. And then it will come to pass, that labor's 
portion will be delivered to the hands that wrought it, 
and not be held up by intermediate parties who have no 
legal claim to it, morally or commercially. 



HOW MUCH MUST BE CONTROLLED. . 

There is one feature of controlled marketing that has 
not been much studied. Many think it impossible for 
farmers to make a price, however equitable, on their pro- 
ducts and sustain it, because those products, at least of 
the main crops, are in such tremendous quantities. 

But the selling price always depends upon the part that 
gells, and when we come lo \}sie ^X'aXNaxXR.'e. xjj^^ ^^wlwi^ or 
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shipping part is surprisingly small when compared with 
the total crop. And when we speak of the shipping part 
we do not mean that only which is sent abroad, but that 
which leaves the county where it was produced. In other 
words, that which is consumed by other than those who 
produced it Our figures below are based on those ot the 
Secretary of Agriculture, and are, therefore, authentic. 

For instance the wheat crop of 1906 was 750,000,000 
bushels. The shipping part of this crop, that which left 
the county where produced, was 435,000,000 bushels. The 
corn crop was 2,900,000,000 bushels. The shipping part 
was 725,000,000 bushels. The oat crop was 964,000,000 
bushels. The shipping part was only 218,000,000 bushels. 
The potato crop was 300,000,000 bushels. The shipping 
part was 150,000,000 bushels. 

Now, suppose these crops had been short one-half of 
the shipping part. Does any one doubt there would have 
been a panic on the market and prices would have soared 
above the minimum set by the farmers? If one-half of this 
shipping surplus could be controlled by the farmers would 
not the effect be the same? There isn't a question but that 
the pHce would be maintained. 

Therefore, it only remains for the farmers to control 
217,000,000 bushels of wheat, 362,000,000 bushels of corn, 
109,000,000 bushels of oats, and 75,000,000 bushels of po- 
tatoes to absolutely control the prices of these crops. 

Another feature is equally surprising and that is the 
acreage. It is only necessary to control 14,000,000 
acres of wheat, 11,960,000 acres of corn, 3,500,000 acres 
of oats, and 937,000 acres of potatoes. 

Go into a still farther analysis and consider the farms. 
Basing the acreage on a reasonable average, to control 
the wheat crop it is only necessary to control 280,000 farms; 
for corn, 209,000 farms; for oats, 70,000 farms, and for 
potatoes, 93,750 farms. 

It can be done. And it will be' done. The reign of the 
crop gambler is ended. 



276 THE THIRD POWER. 



PROOF OF THE FALLACY OF COMMON 
FARM TEACHING. 



Its Logical Result is Poverty for Farmers. 



(John P. Stelle In Up-to-Date Farming, Jan. 1, 1907.) 

Up-to-Date Farming has contended that the constant 
strain of the schools and the press, and the Department of 
Agriculture also, to push farmers to raise more and bigger 
crops without a word as to marketing or obtaining steady 
and remuneratlye prices, was a one-sided education, and 
not the best for the farmers, whatever it might be for the 
rest of the world. The schools and the press have frowned 
at us, while the Department of Agriculture has bestowed 
upon us a kind of pitying smile. 

We now hare before us the Secretary's report for the 
crops of 1906. In Mr. Wilson's usual way, he has no 
trouble to show that the farmer Is the richest man in the 
United States, and that the crop of 1906 was the greatest 
one the country ever produced— eight per cent, greater 
than that of 1905; ten per cent, greater than that of 1904; 
fifteen per cent, greater than that of 1903, and forty-four 
per cent greater, almost double that of 1899. 

But when we come to a definite analysis, we find our 
contention sustained in a most remarkable manner. And 
the Secretary admits it; at least, his own words and 
figures concede it. 

"While the value of the cereals," says the Secretary, 
"drops about $40,000,000 below the total of 1905, and about 
$12,000,000 below the total of 1904, tfie number of bushels 
for 1906, which was 4,688,000,000, was 120,000,000 bushels 
above the yield of 1905, 570,000,000 above the yield of 
1904, and 835,000,000 bushels above the yield of 1903." 

There we have it in very plain English words and 
Roman figures. In 1906 the farmers produced 120,000,000 
bushels more of the cereals, adding thereto the additional 
labor required to plant, cultivate, harvest, market and oth- 
erwise handle 120,000,000 bushels more of the cereal crops, 
and after all was done "its value," says the Secretary, "is 
less" than the previous crop of 120,000,000 bushels less 
of grain. 

In other words, the wages of the cereal producers of 
the United States was Te^xxe^^ \^^Iqw what 
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they were paid the year before for less work, and they 
were not notified of the reduction until after the labor 
had been performed! 

Deal thus with the wage labor of the country and every 
furnace would go out in the factories, every wheel would 
stop in the mills, every locomotive would stand dead on 
the track, and every mine would become as dark and 
silent as the long night which dwelt there before it was 
discovered. Are the millions of agriculturists less power- 
ful than the wage laborers? or are they more humble, 
more timid, more subservient? The above are the facts 
as Secretary Wilson officially proclaims them. What are 
the farmers going to do about it? 

It is no mitigation to say that gains were made in 
other crops more than sufficient to overcome these losses. 
These gains still sustain our contention that it is wronar 
to continually urge increased production unaccompanied 
by means of sustaining prices. The gains were made on 
crops that made normal or reduced yields. The crops that 
were normal or partially failed, saved the farmers from 
loss in 1906. 

"On the side of gains over 1905," says Secretary Wil- 
son, "two short crops are conspicious; hay leads with a 
gain of perhaps $80,000,000 in value, and the oats crop 
is second, with a gain of possibly $14,000,000." 

Mr. Wilson says on page 10 of his special report to 
the press, that the hay crop "is short by perhaps 8,000.- 
000 tons;" yet on page 9 that "hay leads with a gain of 
perhaps $80,000,000 in value." 

In other words, the 8,000,000 tons of hay the farmers 
did not raise, netted them exactly $10 per ton! And the 
120,000,000 bushels cereals they did raise in 1906 more 
than they raised in 1905, cost them a net loss of $40,- 
000,000! They would have been $40,000,000 richer if they 
had not raised that 120,000,000 bushels of grain! 

Now, don't sneer at Up-to-Date Farming; consult Sec- 
retary Wilson, and read this article through to the end. 

In the use of a word Secretary Wilson is at fault, the 
word value. He says "the value of all cereals dropped 
about $40,000,000." The value of a bushel of wheat pro- 
duced in 1906 was precisely the same as that of a bushel 
of wheat produced in 1905, if the quality was the same, 
and there is no intimation that the quality of the 1^0.^ 
crop was inferior to that of 1905. A. 1%^^ \s>ql'S«i<^ Tca^tsas^ 
exactly &a much flour and feed, contaViiVii^ \X^^ wo^^ 
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tritiye elements as a 1905 bushel. It Is the price that 
dropped and not the value. 

Who was benefited by this $40,000,000 loss sustained 
by the farmers? Not the consumers of cereals certainly, 
for the nickel loaf is a nickel loaf still and the restaurant 
or hotel dinner costs precisely the same. The local prices 
of flour vary slightly, but scarcely enough to be per- 
ceptible. 

Who, then, gained by the drop in price? Evidently 
the powers somewhere between the producers and the con- 
sumers. Who made the lower price that caused the farm- 
ers a loss of $40,000,000? The law of supply and demand? 
Bosh! Who administered the law? The same powers 
somewhere between the producers and consumers. And 
there you have the whole thing in a nut-shell. These 
mysterious "powers" got the farmers' $40,000,000, and they 
pull the strings that make the school, the press and the 
Agricultural Depertment hop like jumping jacks to the 
tune of constantly increased production, without a note 
for marketing or price. 

It is not enough to say that farmers gained on an 
average. You can't average these gains and losses in 
justice to farmers. Farmers produce different crops, and 
no one yet has said that the gaining farmer must divide 
his gains with his losing neighbor. That is too absurd 
for even an agricultural expert. 

Well, what should the farmers do? They should make 
the prices on their products, and control the marketing of 
them. There was a very small percentage of these cereal 
crops of 1905 on hand when the crops of 1906 were ready 
for the market As we have said, every bushel of 1906 
was of value equal to every bushel of 1905, and it cost 
no doubt as much to produce it. And the world needed 
every grain of it, but it did not need it as it came in 
a golden deluge from the thrashing machine. Keep it off 
the market until the extra bushels will bring extra dollars, 
instead of taking dollars from you out of the legitimate 
proceeds of the whole crop. 

In brief, our position is this: Raise big crops, hnt 
so market them as to get their legitimate value, an equit- 
able price. Under the Equity system of marketing a big 
crops is a blessing; under the gambling system of devilish 
greed, a big crop is often a curse, a source of loss, as 
proven once more by Secretary Wilson's report of 1906. 
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GOVERNMENT AID TO AGRICULTURAL 
SCHOOLS. 



What the Schools Should Do. 



(John P. Stelle in Up-to-Date Farming, Feb. 22, 1907.) 

The United States government has been, and is, very 
liberal in its support of agricultural schools. Several insti- 
tutions, known as government grant schools, now receive 
$25,000 a year each from the national treasury, and an 
effort is being made at Washington to increase this al- 
lowance $5,000 a year until the annual contribution shall 
be $50,000. 

This shows that our government, and in the main those 
who administer it, are not unfriendly to agriculture. Why 
they are not need not be discussed, except that we may 
say if the farmers were more positive and discriminating 
in their use of the ballot the ruling powers would be more 
friendly still. 

It is quite proper, though, for us to consider this gov- 
ernment aid. An analysis of it shows that the design of it 
all is to increase production. In this the schools with all 
their progress, all their investigation and research, all 
their experimentation and study, have signally failed. The 
average yield per acre has been but very slightly increased. 
Notable triumphs have been won by "intensive farming" 
at the stations, but when the crops of the country are 
bulked and averaged, the average production has varied 
only as the seasons have varied. 

And, indeed, it may be better for farming that it has 
been so. The success of farming depends upon three ele- 
ments — cost of production, quantity produced and price 
received; and the profits (hence the success) are entirely 
in the price. The efforts of the schools have been directed 
altogether to cheapness of production and increase in 
yield. In both, as said before, they have failed. Educa- 
tion and invention have given improved methods and di- 
minished manual labor, but cost of machinery (wear and 
tear) and higher wages bring the cost of ^YO^\iQ^\s>fCL -vi::^ 
to, perhaps above, what it was in the ovsx \^aJCaKt^> 

or even of our grandfathers. ^ _v 

Now, don't undei-stand this as aii aTSQCoievA. ^^^^"^ 
the schools, nor a belittling ot w\ial t^xey ^orafe- 
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appreciate the schools and their work and we would not 
do without either, but It Is the part of wisdom to look 
at the truth, to see the schools as they are, and make them 
better. 

It Is said In high circles that price depends upon the 
relation of supply and demand. If that Is so. Increasing 
the supply without increasing the demand must diminish 
the price; and as the farmers' profits are in the price, 
the efforts of the schools to increase the production, had 
they succeeded, must have diminished the profits of farm- 
ing by reducing the price. This Is conclusively proven 
by Secretary Wilson in his report for 1906, in which he 
shows that three very large crops brought the farmers 
$120,000,000 less than the same crops much less in quantity 
and no better in quality, brought the year before. 

As we said before, the three elements of success 
in farming are .cheapness of production, quantity produced 
and price received. 

Now, what we want the schools to do is to continue 
their efforts for a cheaper production and for increase of 
yield, and we are entirely willing that the government 
shall aid them In It, but we want them to take up the 
still more important element of price. If, as they claim, 
they can have nothing to do with price because it is 
governed by the law of supply and demand, then their 
every effort to increase the supply is an effort to lower 
the price and injure the farmer for the benefit of those 
who do not farm. We defy any one to dispute this propo- 
sition so long as it is based upon the contention that 
price is governed by the law of supply and demand. And 
every cent given the schools in pretense of aid to farming 
while these conditions prevail is a fraud in that the suc- 
cess of its alleged purpose would injure farming for the 
benefit of other callings. 

The schools must teach marketing as well as produc- 
tion. For their encouragement, we may say ttiey are mis- 
taken in their entire theory of the law of supply and de- 
mand. It is not the quantity produced that governs the 
price, but the quantity marketed. It is throwing the stuff on 
glutted markets 'that destroys the profits of farming, and 
that made posible Secretaiy Wilson's famous figures of 
last year. Teach the farmers that, whatever they produce, 
they must not glut markets, and teach them how not to 
do that, how to name a reasonable price and to keep their 
stuff or get it; and tTien IYl^ mot^ ^^wJiA \35sws.1l the 
two tbingB they now tes.c\L, x^^xxat w. ^^ji^ vk 
farming and the world. But \3dl^ ^'^t^^'^- ^'^'^^ ^M^sst^^v 
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from what is now aimed at by the schools themselves, 
the cheapening of production will bring fewer hours of 
labor, and the increased yield will lead to the cultivation 
of fewer acres, and yet the world will be fully supplied 
all the same, or the theory of the schools, with their in- 
creased production and the intensive farming of the ex- 
periment stations are at fault. 

With controlled marketing, farmers will very soon 
learn the quantities required for consumption, and they 
will not cultivate two acres when one will suffice. The 
first idea, cheaper production, will enable the farmer to 
make his price lower and yet have a profit. The second, 
culti>vating fewer acres, will give him rest and recreation, 
and opportunities for improvement and outings with hi» 
family, and it will make room for homes for the thousands 
that every year need homes of their own. 

Do you say farmers cannot be taught to control their 
marketing? Are not the schools teaching more difficult 
things? Is there anything American schools, especially 
those sustained by the United States government, cannot 
teach? To say they can't is to belittle the schools; ta 
say they dare not is to hamdicap them; to say it is not 
within their province is to take them out of the list of 
agricultural beneficiaries. 



PRODUCTION WITHOUT REGARD TO 
DEMAND. 



Farmers Constantly Urged to Produce More. 



The key-note of all who atempt to educate farmers, 
outside the lines of Equity, is to grow more, grow more; 
strain every effort to grow more! Farm institutes are 
held for this purpose, farm product trains are run for this 
purpose, the agricultural press devote every energy to 
this end, and great expositions are held to encourage it. 
The logical effects of such increased production upon price 
and values is not considered. They are clearly shown. Vsl 
the following article, which appeared Vtl '^-^xs^- 
in^r March 22, 1907: 

Chicago announces a great corn ex^oaVWoxv toe ^^\55^« 
5 to 19, 1907. This Is well. We IWie lo Vcvliea:^^'^ 
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of our great industries; and it is pleasant to note that 
prominent people, great and successful business men, 
merchants, bankers, manufacturers, railroad men, stock- 
yards managers, theatrical people, leaders in commercial 
associations, department store men, college professors, 
men high in newspaper circles, etc., take such a lively 
interest in what has always been regarded as the humble 
vocation of com growing. All these classes figure in the 
promotion and management of this proposed corn show, 
and in addition thereto we note the name of ONE CORN 
GROWER, Mr. E. S. Fursman of El Paso, 111. We do not 
wish to be presumptive, but in the absence of anybody 
else to do it, we desire, in the name of the humble corn 
producers of America, to thank these distinguished people 
for their generous (they propose to expend |150,000 on 
tho exposition) and unselfish (not being corn growers 
they can have no personal interest in the matter) action, 
and welcome them to the list of promoters of a great but 
humble industry, that for many years until recently has 
had to "plod its weary way," "unhonored and unsung." 

But what is the object of this great show? We learn 
from the announcement of it: "It is the desire of the 
management to demonstrate that it is possible for the 
average corn grower to produce GREATER YIELDS." 
"It is easily possible to INCREASE THE YIELD FROM 
TWO TO TEN BUSHELS PER ACRE." We look in vain 
for any other object except that there is one intimation 
that the quality may be improved. 

Now if the com growers are failing in what the world 
has a right to expect of them, and are not producing com 
enough to supply the world's needs, then it is well enough 
to jog them up a little just as the driver uses a lash when 
his team goes too slow, and to show them how they "can 
easily produce from two to ten bushels more per acre." 
But if they are supplying the world at reasonable prices, 
where is the kick? 

In 1901 the corn growers of the United States produced 
1,522,520,000 bushels; in 1902, 2,523,648,000 bushels; in 
1903, 2,244,177,000 bushels; in 1904, 2,467,481,000 bushels. 
<See Government "Crop Reporter" for February, 1907), 
and in 1906, 2,900,000,000. 

The acreage to com In lYie TSiiW.^^ lot \Xi"^ ^wae 

years was: In 1901, ^1.^4^,^^^; Vtl ^'^^^'s.^.'^iw, 
1904, 92,23^,581; in 1905. 94.01\.^^^. V.^^^ "^^^^^ ^ 
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the Department of Agriculture for 1905, page 657.) We 
have not an official statement of the acreage of 1906. 

Now all of these gentlemen, so far as we are advised* 
hold that the price of all commodities is determined by 
what they call the law of supply and demand. The aver- 
age prices paid for corn for the years named were as 
follows: 1901, 60.5 cents; 1902, 40.3 cents; 1903, 42.5 
cents; 1904, 44.1 cents; 1905, 28.8 cents. (Year Book 1905, 
page 661.) We have not the average price for 1906. The 
demand was fully supplied during those years at the above 
prices. Had it not been fully supplied there would have 
been increased competition in buying which would have 
increased the price. The announcement of this corn show 
to increase production has not a word to say about in- 
creased demand. 

Now, in case of complete success of the purpose of the 
exposition, which the management declares to be easy, 
the corn situation would stand thus: The yield per acre 
in 1901 was 16.7 bushels and the price per bushel was 
60.5 cents. Add the ten bushels per acre proposed by this 
exposition management, and the yield would have been 
26.7 bushels per acre. Then by the rule of simple pro- 
portion, if 16.7 bushels per acre supplies the demand at 
60.5 cents per bushel, a yield of 26.7 bushelS per acre would 
supply the same demand at 37.8 cents per bushel. The 
yield per acre in 1902 was 26.8 bushels, and the average 
price was 40.3 cents per bushel. Add ten bushels 
per acre, and, by the same rule, the average price would 
have been 29.3 cents per bushel. The average yield per 
acre in 1903 was 25.5 bushels, and the average price was 
42.5 cents. Add ten bushels to the yield per acre, and by 
the rule of proportion the price would have been 30.5 
cents per bushel. The yield per acre in 1904 was 26.8 
bushels, and the average price for that year was 44.1 cents 
per bushel. Add ten bushels per acre as proposed, and, 
by proportion as before, the average price would have 
been 32.1 cents per bushel. The average yield per acre 
in 1905 was 28.8 bushels, and the average price was 28.8 
cents per bushel. Add the exposition management's ten 
bushels per acre, and, by simple proportion, the average 
price would have been 21.4 cents per bushel. 

Take another view of it. In 1901 the farmer had 16.7 
bushels per acre, which, at the average price, ^C\5» ^'e^s\s^ 
per bushel, was worth $10.10. Willi s«\tw \je^\sv\!^^'a» 
per acre, he would have had 26.7 bw^YieV^ \.Ck ^ 
proportional price under the law ot ^\3lw\7 ^eo^s^- 
of 37.8 cents per bushel, and it ^oxxVCl "^""^ 
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to him $10.09, one cent less than his normal 16.7 bushels. 
In 1902 he had 26.8 bushels to sell at 43.3 cents per bushel, 
worth $10.80. Under the same conditions with the in- 
crease, he would have had 36.8 bushels to sell at 29.3 cents 
per bushel, which would have been worth to him $10.78, 
two cents less than his 26.8 bushels brought him. In 1903 
he had 26.6 bushels to sell at 42.6 cents per bushel, which 
was worth to him $10.83. Under the increase proposed, 
the demand remaining the same, he would have had 35.5 
bushels to sell at 30.6 cents per bushel, worth $10.82, one 
cent less than he got for his 26.6 bushels. In 1904 he had 
26.8 bushels to sell at 44.1 cents per bushel, worth $11.81. 
With an addition of ten bushels he would have had 36.8 
bushels to sell at 32.1 cents per bushel, worth $11.74, four 
cents less than he got for his 26.8 bushels. In 1905 he 
had 28.8 bushels to sell at 28.8 cents per bushel, which 
was wortn to him $8.29. With an addition of ten bushels 
per acre he would have had 38.8 bushels to sell at the 
proportionate price of 21.4 cents per bushel, which would 
have been worth to him $8.30. Here he gets one cent for 
his increased ten bushels. In all the other cases he lost 
his entire ten bushels and something besides. In other 
words, the buyers would have gotten the crops with the 
ten bushels per acre added for less money than they got 
the crops as they were actually produced. 

Here we may have a reason why these people who are 
not corn growers are so anxious to increase corn produc- 
tion, with no proposition to increase demand or to main- 
tain price. 

These concerns are all heralded as of great interest 
and benefit to the farmer, but unless they are coupled 
with a corresponding increase in demand and the main- 
tenance of the price they are a financial injury to the 
farmer should they accomplish their purpose. 



THE TREE OF AMERICAN INDUSTRIES. 

C. Hayes Taylor in Up-to?Date Farming. 

The farmer bears upon his back the burdens of the 
world, and it is upon his arm that our national welfare 
leans for support. The aoW ol wrc l^xm^, ^^.twed by the 
sweat from farmers* \)rowa, tlxsltV^^^ '^ix^ 
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while the farmer toils and sweats below to cultivate the 
tree, vampires and parasites have nested in the branches* 
feeding on the choicest of its fruits, and dropping down 
only enough to allay the pangs of hunger to the workers 
beneath. These buzzards, hawks, crows and vultures are 
"the men up there who are doing the work." Our gov* 
ernment has tried to clip their wings, but that has not 
diminished their voracious appetites. Something else must 
be done. Success on the farm can never be assured until 
these birds are routed. The way is open before us. If we 
would assert ourselves and take our rightful place in the 
business world we must make us a ladder every round of it 
built of an honest demand for equity, and we must add 
round after round to this ladder until it is as tall as the 
tree itself. 1 hen we will climb step by step until we reach 
the top, and when we get up there — woe be unto those 
parasites! 

The American Society of Equity will furnish us a foun- 
dation. Every one of its objects will make a round to Uie 
ladder that will bear us nearer to the top of the tree. It 
will go far towards making a connecting link between 
wealth and its creators. It will secure to us all oppor- 
tunities to make our farms a grand success that present 
conditions make impossible. 

Now, brother farmers, reason this matter out with cold 
facts. When you come to the inevitable conclusion that 
farmers must organize, warm up these facts in the fires 
of self-interest until they glow a white heat, and set your- 
self about the task of burning their brands Into the brain 
of every farmer you meet. Here are the facts: 

The buyers have organized and they won. The coal 
interests organized and won. The railroads organized and 
won. The manufacturers organized and won. The steel 
men organized to steal more, and they won. The meat 
men, the produce men, the lumber men, in fact most all the 
men have organized and won. Won what? Success. Every- 
one of these men, all of these combinations, are dependent 
on some other people, and yet they won. Who are they 
dependent on? On the farmer — on you. Without you they 
can not exist. You are the first cause; they are the last 
effect. Suppose you organize and control your own indus- 
try. Then you become the rulers of the world. 

Do you say, "I don't believe farmers can organizer' 
That unfounded belief, my dear sir, Vft wxV^ ^\.\wsi^^T^^ 
block in the way of our complete aucceas. 1 \SliA5sv«^^^^ 
belief, and I speak from conviction, ^^lal Tee^^otx ^^^^?L 
give for that belief that is not contradVel^QL Xs;^ -"^^^^^^s 
cesslty and experience? The spirVt ol I'fckft Wxaft^ 
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that we place our faith In ourselyes. No one will refute 
the statement that if farmers would co-operate, they could 
place agriculture on a basis that could not be undermined, 
and would make farming a successful, certain and delight- 
ful business instead of a life of drudgery. Then, if that 
be true, the man who hangs back for fear that farmers will 
not pull together, is the only enemy to our organization 
that can cause its failure. 

Consider the matter carefully, rationally. Every farmer 
wants success. He is willing to work for it. He is a man 
of sound sense and honest purpose, and I have faith enough 
in his intelligence and justice to believe that he can and 
will make use of all fair means to further his own inter- 
ests. He will work for better crops and he will establish 
equitable prices as soon as he sees his way. 

Our work, then, is one of education. Let us make our 
organization a common topic of conversation, the same as 
we do our crops and field work, until we fully understand 
its benefits. Let us take fresh courage in our strength. 
This nation and its government was founded under circum- 
stances far less promising than was the American Society 
of Equity. Show as much interest in your society as you do 
in your political party. Give it the same loyal support and 
allegiance as you have to that, and you will have secured 
to yourselves and your posterity the blessings of a home 
in a land where men live and labor under the banner of 
"Equity for all." 



THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF EQUITY A 
FRIEND OF ALL. 



Unlike Any Other Farmers' Society. 

When farmers, smarting under wrongs they could not 
entirely understand, realized that they must organize so 
as to meet organization with organization, they very na- 
turally looked no further than to the business men they 
knew for the source of their trouble. The idea did not 
occur to them that the prices of their own products might 
be too low and unfairly and improperly made. They had 
been taught all their Uvea, as they yet are taught by many 
whose reason for such teacVAus Vii^OTSi^x^'sviaVQkV^^ that 
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the prices of farm products are made at the fountain head 
of trade in accordance with some mysterious law, and, 
therefore, they must be right — at least that they were ir- 
revocable. Hence if there was a lack of equity, an unfair- 
nei^s in prices, the farmers at that time concluded it must 
be in the prices they were required to pay. ? 

Their efforts were, therefore, directed to a reduction of 
retailers' prices. Where merchants were stubborn or could 
see no place for a reduction of prices, the organized farm- 
ers formed companies and established stores of their own 
in opposition to the local trade. Some of these stores made 
creditable success, but most of them were miserable fail- 
ures. 

This theory and action on the part of the farmers in- 
evitably created antagonism between organized farmers 
and business men. So bitter became this antagonism that 
business interests still hold to it, and whenever farm or- 
ganization is suggested to local merchants, or even to the 
wholesale trade, it is at once concluded that an enemy to 
them is being built up, and they vigorously oppose it. 

But this is not true of the American Society of Equity. 
This organization is unlike any other farm organization 
in that it is built on an entirely different foundation, 
erected upon a different theory, and aims to an entirely 
different accomplishment — Equity in all the business rela- 
tions of life. 

This society holds that the price of farm products are 
the ones that are arbitrarily and unfairly made, that while 
supply and demand each have a limit and their relationship 
varies, the adjustment of the proportion between the two 
constitute the law of supply and demand, but that in mak- 
ing the prices in the ordinary speculative way, as published 
In the market reports, these principles are wholly ignored 
and prices are made that will best serve the purpose and 
profits of speculators, who buy cheap to sell high. 

Taking this view of the business situation, it is emin- 
ently the province of the Society of Equity to wrest farm 
products from the hurtful hands of speculation and gam- 
bling find give them greater permanency in price and more 
equitable adjustment. This price may be higher and it 
may be lower than sometimes made by the speculative 
forces, but it will always be remunerative to the producers 
because the profits revert to them instead of flowing into 
the coffers of those "who toil not, neither do they spin," 
and yet be no more costly to consumers. This can be done, 
the society claims, and has proven it, not by wlthhalitossg, 
needed supplies, but by keeping lYie -ma-tVL^X. «vx\j^^^ 
as actuai demand calls for it, stTin^ns N^. ^^"^^ Xto^'^^g^ 



288 



THE THIRD POWER. 



! 



out the seaBon instead of pouring whole crops upon the 
market at times of maturity to become the playthings of 
the bulls and bears of speculation, and the means of extort- 
ing unfair prices from consumers. 

This theory of farm organization and accomplishment 
places, or should place, the Society of Equity in the most 
friendly relations with the legitimate business interests 
of the country, and they with it Indeed the society has 
fully proven its friendliness by opening its doors to busi- 
ness men, inviting them to membership, welcoming them 
to its councils, and working hand in hand with them in 
building up home interests. The Society of Equity has no 
secrets from the world; its propositions are plain business 
ones. Its success makes farmers better off financially, in- 
oreases their ambitions, refines their tastes, multiplies their 
wants, gives them the ability to satisfy them and this 
makes them more liberal purchasers. 

The merchant, therefore, or professional man, or any- 
one who is unfriendly to the society is too narrow in his 
views and selfish in his actions, and he is blocking the 
path to his own best interests. In many localities the busi- 
ness and professional men understand this and have be- 
come members of the society and are helping to lead it 
on to maturity and to success. In others they give it every 
assistance by counsel and good words. 

In such localities it takes eminently the proper form — 
that of pure mutuality of interests, leading to "equity in 
all the business relations of life." And so may it be in 
overy locality. 



CAN PLANTING AND PRODUCTION BE 
CONTROLLED. 

Under the old conditions, no. Under the new conditions 
yes. In the past, attempts have been made' to regulate of 
limit the acreage of particular crops planted. But the re- 
sult was that many farmers quietly put out a larger acreage 
and often increased the acreage and yield. Under the new 
aystem when farmers are organized into unions all over the 
land, if the order goes out to reduce the acreage 10 per 
cent, or 25 per cent., and the farmers agree to do so, the 
agreement will be carried out. What farmer, who broke 
an obligation that was entered into for the good of all, 
would face his brotheT taxmct^ m^^Waiea? The farmers 
when organized on IVie p\wi ol X."^^ TweQ2v2iSA 

their planting 11 It becomes h^^^^^yj, w\Ju^\^^ ^\ \\. \>ms\ 

aever vill. 
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A WONDERFUL CAMPAIGN. 



The Following Five Articles Bear on the Tobacco 
Growers' Success in Organizing into the Amer- 
ican Society of Equity — ^Any Crop Can Do as 
Well. 

CLOSED IN A blaze: OF £:nthijsla.sm. 

From Up-to-Date Farming, Jan. 15th, 1907. 

Seldom has any campaign among people, for any pur- 
pose, closed in such a blaze of glory as did the Kentucky 
tobacco growers' campaign for controlled marketing at 
Winchester, January 2, 1906. 

The meeting was for a general roundup of the work 
among the Burley growers. "Nothing," says National Or- 
C^anizer Sherman, "in our history can run in the same class 
with the campaign just closed, for vigor, untiring work 
Wd determination, nor in its far-reaching results." 

"The people have been wild," continues Mr. Sherman, 
"since 9 p. m. last night; when we made the official decla- 
ration that we had won the victory and I read the figures 
showing that we absolutely controlled the tobacco crop of 
1906. They hugged each other and beat each other over 
the heads with their hats, and in every conceivable way 
acted like mad." 

In the banquet that followed, Mr. Everitt was spoken of 
as the Moses who had pointed out the way, and Mr. Sher- 
man was hailed as the Aaron who had held up his hands, 
and led on to the promised land. Cheers of the wildest 
nature greeted every sentence, and Mr. Sherman, who was 
present was made the hero of the hour and the librator 
of the people, a greater general in peace than was his il- 
lustrious kinsman in war, declaring him an adopted son of 
Kentucky. 

"The spirit in which the campaign closed," writes Mr. 
Sherman, "was the most demonstrative I ever witnessed." 

The executive board held an enthusiastic business ses- 
sion, elected officers, selected an executWe ^Q»mm\\2«i^\»\k^ 
practically in continuous session. 'P\«ji'a ^tt^s^'s^- 
for carrying out details, and they nvVW TiO^ ^^otv^^^-^ 
cover the territory with local uniona, au^L Tl^^^lJvloV^x^j 
aJiead next season, and complete tYie A.- ^. ^'t ^exxw-^ 
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without the need of so much as the "sound of a hammer." 

The warehouses of Louisville and Cincinnati had their 
agents at the meeting and were anxious to finance the pool 
The banks of Central Kentucky were there also to see that 
the business did not get away from them. The "can't- 
be-dids" all disappear when Equity's banner gets to the 
top of the pole, and money is just as eager to help the 
farmers when they get in a position to help themselves, 
as it is to help tae corporations and trusts. 

The tobacco growers have won the first victory, ani 
have thus set an example for the producers of all other 
crops. If wheat, corn, cotton, etc., cannot do the same, 
who Is to blame? 

THB BURLY TOBACCO GROWBRS' SUCCBSS. 

From Up-to-Date Farming Jan. 22, 1907. 

All previous records in organizing the farmers were 
undoubtedly surpassed by the recent achievement of the 
American Society of Equity in the Burley tobacco districts 
of Kentucky and Ohio. This district is composed of nearly 
forty large counties, and previous to January 1, 1906, had 
no organization. In fact, active work in organizing did not 
comence until about September, four months ago. Then it 
began in earnest National Organizer H. B. Sherman pass- 
ed through the district in September, and, by his stirring 
eloquence, thoroughly aroused several counties. During 
the summer, H. E. Swain, of Smithfleld, M. C. Rankin, of 
Bethlehem, Dr. G. W. McMillen, of Falmouth, and a few 
throughout the district, and organizing locals wherever 
possible. The officials at headquarters secured a large list 
of names in each county, and sent floods of literature into 
the district. A number of organizers were appointed, and a 
meeting of delegates from the several counties met at New 
Castle, in Henry County, on the first and second of October 
and organized a district association. Delegates were ap- 
pointed to attend the annual meeting of the tobacco grow- 
ers department of the A. S. of E., and some steps were 
taken to plan and execute a systematic campaign. These 
steps were carried still further at the annual meeting, 
and a "Whirlwind Campaign," led by National Organizer 
Sherman, was put into operation. A big meeting was held 
in Winchester on November 1st, and the plans were per- 
fected. From that time on, the work has gone forward 
with all the excitement of a horse race, or a presidental 
election. The distirct had determined to secure control of 
50 per cent of all tobacco in the district by January Ist, 
and though it was a atwp^ii^ou^ ^M<:.<ieeded in 
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tying up more than 54 per cent — marvelous accomplish 
ment. Such ability and such determination behind the 
sound principles of the A. S. of E. can bring success in 
anything. 

Let it be remembered that the first tobacco ever pooled 
anywhere was pooled in 1905» when less than 20 per cent, 
of the 1904 crop of tobacco in the Green River district was 
all that was pooled. Since that time the amount pooled has 
been growing rapidly, but nothing like the growth in the 
Burley district Success has crowned the efforts of the 
organization in the Green River district, and a still greater 
success awaits the Burley growers if they remain steadfast 
and hold firmly to the faith (and to the tobacco). The 
effect on prices has been marked. The highest prices paid 
in years are now being offered. Surely the plan of con- 
trolled marketing has been fully vindicated, and those who 
oppose it have no longer a shred of argument to support 
them in their untenable position. 

The Burley growers will continue to take pledges for 
1906 tobacco, until January 12th, and it is probable that 
more than 60 per cent of the crop will be tied up and sold 
through the society. Let them adopt the same plan of sell- 
ing now in operation in the other organized tobacco dis- 
tricts of Kentucky, and in Virginia and Tennessee, and 
the growers will from this time forward make prices pro- 
fitable to themselves. 



the: farmbrs shoutixg victory. 
Mr. J. A. Bveritt:' 

Your letter of congratulation is at hand, and I am glad 
to express to you our deepest appreciation and sincere 
gratitude for the A. S. of E., Up-toDate Farming and the 
great Third Power, together with your unstinted aid in 
perfecting this organization. Without this literature, we 
could never have won our great victory in the "Burley 
Patch," notwithstanding we were never short of anything 
that could combine to bring the farmer forces together. 
Farmers and their families and their friends are rallying 
around bonfires, shooting anvils and big guns all over the 
district New Years will be a second Day of Independence 
to our people, and the beginning of a new era in the pros- 
perity of our country. 

We have surprised everybody and ourselves, too, in 
this organization, as no one anticipated such re&^lt& 
short a time. And while I have \ie«L^e^ XXjl*^ ^"KOi:^^^* 
rected her battles and sacrificed mviCitL IVma ^ 
wJn the victory, I am deeply indebteei \.o 'tj^e.MoTi^ Ox^^ss^a 
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H. B. Sherman, State Organizer Robertson, C. M. Hanna, 
and especially to the gallant boys of old Pendleton, who 
never faltered nor flickered either in war or peace, but 
were always ready for an onslaught, and were never satis- 
fled out of battle. I have for them the greatest admiration 
— Conrad, Crecelius, Galloway, Marquette, Loomis, Bartin 
and others. 

Tou will always have our kindest rememberance for 
making it possible for our farmers to unite. — G. W. Mc- 
Millen, Falmouth, Ky. 

A WAY TO WIN COMPLBTB SUCCESS. 

"Where there's a will, there's a way." We all know 
it and we are making good use of our knowledge here in 
the tobacco districts. It is our will that practically all of 
the tobacco grown in 1907 shall be sold through our organ- 
ization. We desire to give our plan a perfect test — one in 
which all the farmers are on one side and the buyers only 
on the other. Up to this time we have had but a portion 
of the farmers on our side — the others are working with 
the buyers. We want no dividing line between farmers. 

We are going to make a determined effort to induce 
every farmer to pool with us for one time at least. With 
eight out of every ten already with us, we are going to 
those other two, and say to them: "We want you to help 
us make a complete trial of our plan. For this one year 
we ask you to join with us, put your tobacco with ours, 
and act with us, so we can see what we can do, if we 
have all the tobacco and the buyers can get none except 
through us. We have helped you much, harmed you none, 
and we deisre only to help you more. We only ask you to 
make this one trial, and we depend on the results to keep 
you with us. It is worth trying." 

Fellow members, organizers and secretaries: Can we 
do this? We can if we pursue proper methods, work with 
energy and determination and that bull-dog grit that knows 
no refeat, and you will never succeed at anything if you 
don't work. We shall not fail unless we fail to try. Few 
men will refuse, after the abundance of proof they have had 
that we can succeed, to give us as good a show as possible 
for a single trial. Now is the time to complete this new 
and novel campaign. Appoint your committees now. Be 
careful in making your appointments. Secure men who 
have ability and Influence. K^^oVviX. ^\^\omats you 

have — the men to wYiom t\ie TioTi-xiietc^i^^^ >\%Xfe\i. 
spectfuUy. Circulate pledgea^^ecxvT^ m^\.^x^^^^^ 
iocaJ, and county unioM ^^i^te^^T xXi^^^ ^^ «^ 
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Go to them with the pledge. Treat them fairly and court- 
eously, and strive earnestly to Induce them to help us make 
this year the full proof of the possibilities In controlled 
marketing. Waste no time, but let us utilize every moment 
In working out our own salvation. — C. Hayes Taylor, Sec. 
of A. S. of E., Department of Tobacco Growers. 



THB TOBACCO SITUATION. 

C. Hayes Taylor, In January 22, Up-to-Date Farming: 

Four of the principal tobacco growing districts are now 
well on the road to success. They have become perman- 
ent organizations, and fixtures In the business world. The 
tobacco trade has been compelled to recognize them and 
to deal with them. These are the Burley, Green River, 
Stemming and "Black Patch" districts. The growers there- 
in are satisfied that they prosper with an organization 
where they failed to prosper without It There is no indi- 
cation of their going back to the old chaotic conditions. 

Virginia has accomplished much though not in propor- 
tion to the districts above mentioned. Special attention 
will be given to the Virginia district this year. Virginia 
dark tobacco ,worth more always than the western types, 
is now selling for less than the tobacco in the west under 
organized control. This is not as it should be. Virginia 
tobacco is worth more, and should sell for more than west- 
ern tobacco. A portion of the Virginia corp is controlled 
by the organization, and that tobacco is being sold at prices 
commensurate with its value. Yet it is not selling as 
readily as it should, or would, if the growers in that state 
would control the marketing better. 

From all appearances there is still a surplus of to- 
bacco in stock. The final report of the crop statistical de- 
partment in Washington shows an increased production for 
1906 over the crop of 1905. A well posted tobacconist in 
Louisville, Ky., states that the production in the Green 
River district for 1906 is undoubtedly larger than the pro- 
duction of 1905. Now, when will the growers learn that 
more tobacco does not always mean more money. There 
is more money in a crop of the right proportion than there 
is in either larger or smaller crops. Why should a farmer 
raise an extra thousand pounds if he gets no more than he 
could get for his crop without the extra thousand? Our 
principles teach us that the world will use so m\ic\!L 
and no more. It will have that mvich, no ia».\X^T ^XjaX ^Oa.^ 
price so long as it is within reason. It ^o\3\^ -vxa*^ "c^^ ts^'qx'^^ 
even at tiie lowest prices ever paid. 'WYi^jtl '^^'^'V 
than that amount, the buyers buy Vt, em^ «Xate V\- ^'^^ 
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They could afford to buy It and throw the surplus away, 
for without controlled marketing they could buy 10,000 
pounds for less money than they would have to pay for 
6,000 pounds if only six thousand pounds had been pro- 
duced. Therefore, Uiey can afford to buy the extra 4,000 
pounds, even if they destroyed it, and I have known manu- 
facturers to give away hundreds of thousands of pounds 
in advertising. They could afford to do it, for it cost them 
nothing. The fact that buyers take the large crops does 
not prove that one year's production will be consumed in 
one year. Suppose, for instance, the annual consumption 
is 650,000,000 pounds and the annual production is 750,000,- 
000 lbs. The buyers will buy what they need, and then will 
say they don't care for the balance. The next year they 
have 100,000,000 pounds surplus, and they put prices where 
they please. 750,000,000 pounds are offered them, when 
they only require 550,000,000, having a million surplus. 
They can, without controlled marketing by the farmers, 
buy the two crops of 1,500,000,000 pounds for say, six cents 
a pound, or for 190,000,000. But now suppose the growers 
are organized, and control the acreage. They know only 
650,000,000 pounds are required, and they produce only 
650,000,000 pounds. They demand ten cents per pound, 
and as the consumers demand that much tobacco, they will 
sell it all that that price. Hence, they sell two crops of 650,- 
000,000 pounds each for 1140,000,000. With 200,000,000 
less pounds of tobacco they obtain 140,000,000 more in cash. 
Now, Mr. Parmer, do you not see how the buyers can af- 
ford to buy all your tobacco at a low price, even though 
they do not need it? Are you pursuing a good business 
policy by giving them the surplus and pay them to take it 
off your hands? Think seriously over this matter, and al- 
ways remember that more tobacco may mean less profit. 
Also that organized farmers can control planting as well 
as they can control the crop after raised. 

The proper, sensible method for the farmers is this: 
Raise only what you believe to be your proportion of a 
crop that is suited to the market. If you find you cannot 
sell it all, you have absolute proof that you have a surplus. 
Then cut down acreage to meet it. The buyers will not 
take what they do not need unless by doing so they can 
get what they do not need for less money, and they are 
wiling to hold the surplus until there is a short crop year. 
This was the way the evening up was done in the past. The 
pproducer will hold the surplus and then quit producing 
another. It is clear to a thinking man that no matter what 
price he gets for a surplus, he looses money, for he could 
get more for his crop without the surplus. Buyers can 
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sell but so much tobacco each year. It brings them so much 
money. They are willing to pay a certain sum for 
enough tobacco to supply that demand. They will not pay 
more for twice as much tobacco. I have repeated and re- 
iterated this principle, because I want to thoroughly con- 
vince you that there must always be some money lost in 
the production of a surplus. It always brings distaster 
to any class of business men, and it will reduce our profits 
proportionately to the size of the surplus. Grow less to- 
bacco, make it better in quality, control the marketing and 
you can make all the money it is possible to make from 
the production of tobacco. Think about these things. 
And then act. 



FINANCIAL BENEFITS. 



The American Society of Equity appeals to farmers from 
many vantage points as we have already shown. But in no 
sense does it appeal stronger than from a financial point 
of view. The time is past when farmers will be content 
with hard work and a mere living as returns from the farm. 
This kind of independence has lost its attractions, also the 
fear of a return to low prices and all the resultant evils, 
including mortgages, is so strong that farmers will embrace 
any plan that will insure against it. The A. S. of E. plan 
does insure against these things and does guarantee finan- 
cial benefits. There are no stronger inducements than 
profits. Therefore, we appeal to you to join this movement 
on account of the financial benefits that are sure to come. 
While it is not intended to make all farmers rich, yet it is 
intended to give all farmers opportunities EQUAL to those 
enjoyed by any other class of citizens; investments, skill 
and effort put forth being considered. If you know of no 
other reason* why you should join the A. S. of E., join be- 
cause you will make more money by belonging. It matters 
not how much you farm or how little, nor what you raise. 
The A. S. of E. is for every section of the country; for 
every crop, and for every individual engaged in any kind 
of agricultural pursuits, and will benefit all and bless all 
mankind. 



\ 
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YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETY OF EQUITY. 

Because it Is the only society for farmers that has a prac- 
tical plan, and inducements strong enough to hold 
members. The inducements are financial profits. 

Because farmers must co-operate to raise their business to 
a level with others. They never can do it individually, 
and no other class will do it for them. 

Because you are now working for other people at wages 
set by them. (You get your wages through the price 
of your crops.) The A . S. of E. will allow you to make 
your own prices and wages. 

Because this is the only plan that will enable you to set 
your own price and get it 

Because you are absolutely not required to do anything 
that is not agreeable, profitable and to your interest 
to do. 

Because it is not necessary to go to any meetings or lodge 
if you have not the time or inclination. 

Because you can be a member and co-operate with other 
members, no matter where you live, if reached by the 
U. S. mail. 

Because it is not a secret society. 

Because it antagonizes no people, class or legitimate busi- 
ness; and every person, no difference what his or her 
business or condition, will be benefited. 

Because it never fails to benefit every member from a few 
dollars to hundreds of dollars every year. 

Because it has made hundreds of millions of dollars for 
farmers already in increased and maintained prices, 
and in advice to farmers when to market 

Because it is non-political, and because it has the strongest 
safe-guards to keep it out of politics. 

Because there is no capital stock to buy and no intricate 
machinery. 
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Because every member gets advice from headquarters, and 
all get the same advice at the same time. 

Because this one society is for all farmers, and society 
for all crops. 

Because its crop estimates are the most reliable, and it 
has never made a mistake in its recommendation of 
of prices. 

Because it will insure you a profitable price on every crop 
whether large or small. 

Because through its workings you will increase your crops 
and enlarge your markets, as well as increase your 
price and profits. 

Because it will insure a steady flow of crops to market over 
the whole year, instead of a flood at one time and a 
dearth at another. 

Because it will kill speculation in farm products. 

Because it will double the value of your farm and decrease 
the drudgery of farming. 

Because it will solve all the difficult farm problems that 
have bothered farmers for years, and which are getting 
more serious every year. 

Because it will be the greatest and strongest society or 
union on earth, and you will be proud to belong to it. 

Because every member will receive the most helpful farm 
paper printed, and the only one in the world that 
teaches how to get profltable prices for farm crops. 

Because every person that joins brings the time neare»> 
when perfect results will be realized. Numbebs make 
strength. A large number of farmers in the A. S. of 
E. and the reading one paper that gives them truth 
about crops, markets and prices, will be irresistible. 

Because It has already done agriculture more good through 
education than all other farmers' societies combined. 

Because it has taught farmers Contbolled Mabketing^ 
which has made for them hundreds 
lars. 
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FARMERS, WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO 
ABOUT IT? 



H. Wes Tubbs. 

Dare you dare to lie Inactive when a dozen men to-day 
Make a dozen million dollars on your crops whene'er they 
say? 

Dare you let them price your produce, price the things 
which you must buy? 

Make you pay them double tribute; whate'er you sell, what- 
ever you buy? 

Dare you rest in dumb submission, let a wrongr so flagrrant 
cry? 

Are you sleepingr? Are you crazy? Do you work for pleas- 
ure now? 

Are you on your seaside outing:? Is your wife in Europe 
now? 

Are your children off to college while the servants hoe and 
plow? 

Nay, your life is naught but drudg'ry, naught but work 

from morn* till night. 
While your wife and children, also, need must enter in the 

fight. 

Yes, you feed the world in plenty; keep ten million wheels 
in motion; 

Run the steam cars and the steamboats on the land and 
on the ocean; 

Fill the shop and mill and factory; locate marts of trade 
and business; 

Build up cities, states and countries; form the backbone of 
the nation; 

Pay its bills in noble fashion; even own the earth it's built 
on. 

But alas, where is your portion? Who has got it? Can you 
find it 

In the billion-dollar steel trust, or the oil trust, or the 
meat trust. 

Or the multi-headed food trust? In the dividends of rail- 
roads. 

Telegraphs or telephones? Yes, in all of these you find it. 
Find your wealth 'mid pomp and glory, 'mid the gorgeous, 
rich and splendid. 

Ct is theirs. They have got it. You produced It. How 
about It? 

Are you willing to continue being robbed of your Just 
profit? 

Will you bolt and say the farmers will not hold for better 
prices; 

Will not Join in a farmers' union; are too Jealous of each 
other; 

Rather let a stranger fleece tln-ftm lYv^ja. \.o xXv^Vc x^^a.^- 

// ^ou^bolt^'^gxJ^iride your "pYiyaog," xv^TTo^-mVcv^^^i., 
weak. 
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Shut yourself in some dark closet, let the newsboys' union 

Even they 'in councils profit, so do bootblacks through 
their unions; 

But the farmers are too foolish; are too jealous, weak and 
fitful, 

Get you all such flagrrant nonsense, farmers shall in union 
counsel! 

We shall form a mlgrhty union, large in numbers, strong in 
power. 

Which will solve in perfect Justice all the problems of the 
hour. 

We shall price our own farm produce, price it at a profit, 
too. 

And command the world to pay it. Hold until our price 
does come. 

Then, you farmer, have your portion; then your new life 
has begun. 

You no longer are a farmer, bound and shackled by a mar- 
ket 

Made by brokers for their plunder, from your hard-earned, 

well-filled basket, 
But a farmer, king in power, who commands a recompense 
For his many, weeks of labor, for his toil and his privation. 
That he, too. may take an outing; take a well-earned, long 

vacation, 

Spend a day ott. at the seaside; send his wife to Europe 
now; 

Send his children ott. to college; let the [Servants hoe and 
plow. 

Nay, the farmer is not sleeping; is not crazy working now. 
But a man of means and muscle, well developed at the 
plow, 

Who in mental calculations, rules the world and markets 
now. 



SHALL FARMERS PAY SOMETHING TO 
MARKET THEIR CROPS. 

Farmers are the only people in the country who produce 
all they can, but don't spend a dollar to get a good market. 
Manufacturers often spend more to market their products 
than to produce them. Merchants appropriate a large per- 
centage of their income to advertising to secure better and 
larger markets for their goods. Laborers join their unions 
and pay a considerable percentage of their wages into the 
union to secure a good market for what they have to sell — 
labor. And so it goes. Who, besides the farmer, having a. 
commodity to sell is not willing to go to some tt<i>iXA^ -asA.^ 
spend some money to find a good maxVifell XJc^^ 
groods are in the greatest demand — ^lYiey ^^<SS»X^ 
sential If farmers would adopt lYie sam^j ^\ai^ ^^t^\rs 
thejr could put their prices Just as aa ^ra^. ^ 



300 THE THIRD POWER. 



SIXTY-FIVE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED. 



There Is not a trouble affecting agriculture that co-ope^ 
ation by farmers will not cure. There is a solution in co- 
operation for every problem in the agricultural book, and 
for nearly all the other problems of our social, political 
and busines life. 

Wky •hovld famcn orssmlaeT 

A. So they may exert their combined forces to secure 
whatever they are entitled to. Unorganized they have been 
the prey of other people who have organized, and single- 
handed a farmer is no match for them. This might be il- 
lustrated by a bundle of sticks; take them one at a time 
and they can easily be broken, but taken collectively they 
resist the attempts to break them. A single farmer work- 
ing alone is the weakest person in the country, because 
there are more of the same kind of people in competition 
with him. However, organize the farmers so they can ex- 
«rt their combined power and we will have the greatest 
union and the most powerful union on earth. 

<i« Cam famera orssMlaeT 

A. They did in the Orange, Alliance, Farmers' Mutual 
Benefit Association and other societies by the millions. 
Therefore, they ckn again, if there is a good reason for it. 
The reasons are more numerous and urgent now than ever 
before. 

<|« Can farmen co-operatef 

A. The farming industry is the same all over the coun- 
try, and practically all over the world. Farmers all have 
their investments for one purpose, and all labor to one 
common purpose, viz.: to produce the necessaries and com- 
forts of life. Laborers, on the contrary, are subject to 
many varied conditions, as found in the factories, stores, 
banks and mines, on the railroads, in cities or country, etc 
They are also influenced by many Interests of their em- 
ployers and frequently attempts are made to prevent them 
from organizingr and co-operatlngr. Yet they have organ- 
ized and do co-operate, and have secured grreat benefits 
from such co-operation. If laborers can co-operate for 
their mutual grood under such conditions, who dare say that 
farmers cannot, when no fair person will oppose the farm- 
ers' organization on the plan proposed by the American 
Society of Equity? On the contrary every person doing a 
legitimate business will help the orgranization, because it 
will help him. Farmers are surely as intelligent as coal 
miners and factory employes, and surely they can see it is 
to their great interest to co-operate for every good thing. 
It has been said "Every class of people can co-operate ex- 
cept Indians, idiots and the insane." Do farmers belong to 
4iny of these classes? We will see if farmers must be 
classed with the above after giving them a trial on a good 
plan. 

<i. Will farmers stick tosrethert 

A. Give them all, or half, or quarter, of the benefits 
that the A. S. of E. promlaes, axvOi ^^om ea.TVTvo\. ^xWe them 
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apart. Appeal to their self-interest — selfish interests, if 
you please — and they will stick to the thing: that makes 
them money and elevates their calling:. 

<i« Does speculation injure farmers T 

A. It certainly does. It is the grreatest curse of the 
country. Usually farmers' crops are sold months before 
they are grrown, when, if conditions justify hig^her prices 
the speculators won't let the price g:o up until their conr 
tracts are filled. The boards or trade are the devil's work- 
shops, in which the earningrs of farmers are forgred for the 
benefit of a few individuals who become immensely wealthy. 

<l« Is not cheap food a blessing to the world? 

A. Cheap farm products and ' everythingr else dear is 
not an equitable condition. We care not how low the price 
of farm products is if all commodities were on the same 
basis. All we ask is a fair price — in exact relation to the 
prices of other groods. Cheap farm products will soon put 
farmers out of the list as liberal buyers. 

What are the speculative commodities T 

A. Agrricultural products, railroad shares and miningr 
stocks. 

<i« Why are these selected to speculate inT 

A. Because of the uncertainties attendingr them. 

<i« How can aflrrlcnltural products be removed from the 
UstT 

A. By making: prices certain. By fixing: a price once a 
year, when the crop is produced, and grettingr that price. 
This is equitable. The farmer has as much rig:ht to do 
this as the manufacturer,, the banker, the lawyer, the physi- 
cian, the g:as man, the ice man, the union laborer or any 
other person on earth. Besides, the farmer has a better 
chance to enforce his demands than any of the others. His 
groods are indispensable; the others may be done without. 

<l« When is the time to orvanise the farmersT 

A. Now is the time. There are more farmers in an 
Independent condition now than for many years. This is 
the time to orgranize and keep prices up. Have you not no- 
ticed how the speculators price your crops down as soon as 
crop prospects are g:ood? Don't you want g:ood prices for 
grood crops? Then the blessing:s will be equally distribut- 
ed. Org:anize now and not when mortg:ag:es are plastered 
all over your homes. 

<i« Will farmers' business srow worse T 

A. Lines opposed to the farmers — ^and they constitute 
every other industry, profession and consumer in the coun- 
try — are being: drawn closer in org:anization and co-opera- 
tion. As they all gret their living: from the farm, they will 
employ sharp practices that the stirring: times have devel- 
oped to beat down the farmers' prices to the very lowest 
level. True, there will be seasons of short crops, when 
prices will stay up, but in seasons of laree crops there will 
absolutely be no sustaining: power to prices of farm prod- 
ucts except what the farmers furnish. Farmers are fur- 
nishing: much of this power now, but we want a power that 
will be effective for the first bushel, pound ox Xi^'^ -w^ ^OJV 
as for the last. I defy any person to bYio'sr tmvxw ^ 

set of men in a trade, who will not tr-y \.o vcoV^oX Y^"]^ vi' 
TbiB grasping, greedy disposition la not tYve ^^VxVt o\ cx^^w 
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tlanity. but it 1b human nature. The weak are always op- 
poaed by the strong and the unorffanixed by the oriranixed. 
There la absolutely no safety or srood prospect in this 
country for an industry not orffanTxed» and unorganised 
classes are powerless. 

Are tkcre mot too mamy famen to co-openteT 

A. This is a popular fallacy that sound reasoninsr will 
dispel. The ffreat number of farmers will be the grreat ele- 
ment of strength in farmers co-operatingr. For instance, 
all the farmers don't need to hold crops at any time, as 
the markets will take immense quantities of supplies ev- 
ery day. All that will be required will be enougrh farm- 
ers to control that part that goes on the market and 
creates a temporary over-supply or surplus. This over-sup- 
ply makes the low price on alL Take, for example, the year 
1901: all crops except wheat were short; everything:— com, 
oats, fruit, vegetables, meat, etc. — ^brougrht nigrh pricea 
Why? Because there was no oversupply at any time and 
the buyers were eager to get all that was offered. Now 
let us see how about wheat. It was a large crop. The 
price ruled low. Why7 Because growers of wheat fed the 
market faster than it needed it. Yet the entire crop was 
consumed, although it was the largest crop the country 
ever raised. No business can maintain prices or control 
prices that markets a year's supply in a few months. Co- 
operation is intended to produce the same condition that 
prevails when there is a short crop— i. e., keep the mar- 
ket hungry or willing to receive at the price set — the de- 
mand seeking the supply. This can be done by controlling 
the supply and keeping it back on the farm or in farmers' 
warehouses and letting it go out gradually over a year. 
With each crop there is one or two states that produce 
such a large part that they could control enough supply 
to compel the fair price on all. if the producers in those 
states were organized and co-operating on the plan of the 
A. S. of E. 

Hence, we see that in the great number of farmers there 
must always be enough who will control the comparatively 
small part that has come on the markets in the past, and 
made the temporary surplus, and this plan will be reliable 
regardless of any weak or stubborn farmers. 

We train ourselves to watch ourselves. 

Until we find at length 
We've made our very weakness 
The pillars of our strength. 

<l« Is the Amerieaa Soelety of Bqnity a good aameT 

A. Yes, considering the power of the farmers when 
co-operating, it is necessary to have a motto that will in- 
fluence their actions. For instance, the farmers organized, 
and in possession of all the food and clothing supplies, 
could practice inequity if they wanted to to a dangerous 
extent If they were actuated by greed as are most of the 
great trusts, they could put the prices of the necessities 
of life so high as to work hardship to all other classes. 

Therefore, the originator of the plan of the A. S. of E. 
selected this name as a promise by the farmers that they 
would give equity, and a notice to the world that they would 
expect equity. Equity means Justice, right, honesty, im- 
partiality. It will make the -woxYd better to the extent to 
which it in recognized and pTacUceQu i^^i m^'a ^s.-a.-a he- 
tind it with a plea of ambVsuVtT. '^'^ ^^'^ ^"^^li 
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uncompromislngr words in the Engrlish laitLgr.uagre, coverlnsT 
not one shade of selfishness, unfairness or onesidedness. A 
society founded on equity is founded on the solid rock of 
fair, dealing: and rigrhteousness. No better foundation word 
could be found for the society and other people. 

If farmers get profitable prices, will they not over- 
produce T 

A. Take into consideration the fact that in the last 
fifty years practically all our grreat western and northwest- 
ern states were brought under cultivation, and immenso 
areas in the older states cleared, drained and made pro- 
ductive, yet all the products have been consumed, and we 
don't see how it will be possible to overproduce in the fu- 
ture. 

The population of America and the world is increasing 
very rapidly and consumption of farm products is increas- 
ingr at an enormous rate. There are no more such largre and 
fertile areas to open up in our own country nor in Canada. 
While there is a grreat territory in Canada that will produce 
wheat (the reports are usually exasgrerated). yet it must 
come under cultivation very grradually, depending: largrely on 
railroad building:. Also, as that territory is developed for 
wheat mowing: the demand in the United States for more 
corn and other crops will take up the g:round that may not 
be profitable for wheat; if this codition ever comes, whicb 
we doubt. 

We will deny that Russia will likely be a g:reater com- 
petitor in the future than in the past. If the time comes 
when its ag:ricultural resources are much more g:reatly de- 
veloped it will be when that country will be advancing: to 
a hig:her order of living: and the home consumption of g:ood 
food will double or triple. 

It is also reasonable to suppose, that with profitable 
prices for all crops, farmers will not try to put out a whole 
township in crops, but that, realizing: that a normal crop 
bring:s more than a bumper crop, they will work less, build 
up the fertility of their farms and give themselves and their 
farms the rest cure which both need badly. 

^ If a snrpliu should exist any timcy what wonld he 
done with itT 

A. When farmers control their crops and reg:ulate the 
prices they have done a great thing. There are, however» 
other uncertainties connected with farming that they can- 
not control. We refer to the weather. Do the best they 
can, they cannot control rainfalls, frosts, heat or cold; also. 
Insects and blight are uncertain factors in the production 
of crops. These factors will make short crops some sea- 
sons. If farmers are co-operating they can easily hold the 
surplus of good seasons, should they exist, over to the short 
years, thus equalizing supplies and prices, and benefiting 
both producers and consumers. In case of perishable prod- 
ucts, fruit, vegetables, etc., they can be preserved, canned 
or manufactured to far better advantage than when each 
farmer is for himself. 

How can poor farmers hold their <!rops to help 
maintain the minimum prices? 

A. We don't think they will need to hold, because the 
demand takes an enormous quantity of farm at\i«. «viw3 
day, and if those farmers hold wb.o c«wTv, ti:t^\. xcc^-Ce^^m 
can be given to those who cannot ln.o\^. «>aLV^^^ ^^2, 

Bhould hold. Under the A. S. ot "B. p\«.n. VX. X^'^^ 
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pv»AtaM« to hold because the mint-mum price will be ad- 
vanced monthly or quarterly to equal shrinkage, storage, 
etc, and a slight profit besides. Also the plan makes it 
peestble to hold, orgranlxed farmers can pool their crops 
and borrow money on them which, unorganized, they can- 
not well do. This is already done to a very srreat extent 
for some crops and In some sections. 

With the A. S. of E. plan in operation* the demand will 
be ffreat at the beffinninff of marketing, because dealers 
will know they cannot buy for less, and if they delay, the 
price will be higher. 

la wbeat worth $1.00 a bnahelT 

A. Wheat should not sell for less than fl.OO per bush- 
el on basis of Chicago market any year. But what it is 
worth will depend on the yield and supply. Farmers gro to 
as much expense and effort to produce a short crop as a 
full crop, hence should receive as much money for It. Aft- 
er farmers have done the best they can they should have 
uniform wagres and profits in the returns, whether the crops 
are largre or small. From the consumer's standpoint, there 
is nothinfiT else he can buy of equal intrinsic value to wheat 
at 11.00. 

^ Have wheat growers beea factoni la makias the 
prices T 

A. They have been. No well-informed person will deny 
that they have largely changed their plan of marketing. 
This was particularly noticeable with the 1903 crop, when 
with a good crop the visible supply was kept smaller than 
ever known before with the same size crop. In 1904, the 
price was over fl.OO from the start, and Influenced liberal 
marketing when the price was right, but marketing al- 
ways slackened as soon as the price declined. 

<i« la It more dlfflenlt to set the minlmiim price for 
wheat than for other crops T 

A. Yes. The reason is that the wheat crop is the first 
^ain crop ready for market, many farmers must have 
money and they dump their wheat until a great visible sup- 
ply is built up and this visible supply is a club to beat 
prices down on the balance. Witness a visible simply of 
over 60,000,000 bushels of wheat out of a crop of 740.000,- 
000 bushels against a visible supply of only 15,000.000 bush- 
els of corn out of a crop of 2,700,000,000 bushels. Also 
there is another reason. Wheat is used exclusively for 
flour and must be sold off of the farm, while the other 
grains can be converted into meat or other products. 

Who are eligible to membership In the A. S. of ELT 

A. Farmers (owners, renters and helpers) and friends 
of farmers who want the A. S. of E. to succeed, with their 
wives and sons and daughters. 

Why do yon admit merchants and bankers T 

A. Theirs and the farmers' interests are mutual. The 
success of one class makes it better for other classes. The 
merchants want the farmers to organize and get good 

E rices, so they can pay good prices for good goods, and not 
uy the nasty cheap goods, as now they oftentimes do. 
Bankers want farmers to organize, because it will add sta- 
bility of value to all property and insure permanent pros- 
perity. Also, the farmers may as well take them fnto their 
Bociety It they want to come, aa VI v»vw <s.^xsl- 
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trol them on the inside than to shut them out. arouse their 
antagronism and control them on the outside. Besides, most 
merchants and bankers are farmers also, therefore we can- 
not debar all unless we limit a farmer's business to farm- 
insr. In the A. S. of E., it is hoped all the people in the 
country and small towns will co-operate to the upbuilding 
of rural America. 

a, Im tbe A. S. of B. a secret sodetyT 

A. No. Farmers don't need to have any secrets from 
anybody else. Where equity is given and received, you don't 
have to have secrets. The farmer's co-operating: will be so 
Btrongr that they can g:o boldly before the world, make their 
equitable demands and g:et Justice, or take it. Local unions 
can, however, hold closed meetingrs any time they wish. 

<i« Must a member belong: to a local union T 

A. No; there are also members-at-large. A member 
anywhere can g:et the full benefit of national co-operation 
without belong:ing: to*^ local union. The official paper will 
be the key and g:uide for action. It will grive advice re- 
grardingr markets, crops, prices, etc., so all can act as one 
man. Every person should join a local union when pos- 
sible. Where none, each member-at-larg:e or convert should 
orgranize one. 

Win farmers stick tosetherT 

A. They will when there is something: to stick for. 
In the old attempts they did not g:et enoug:h benefits, hence 
the inducement was not present to stick. Former farmers' 
orgranizations had for their chief objects to bay cbeapcr. 
The chief object of the A. S. of E. is to sell at profitable 
prices. What is buying at lower prices as compared to sell- 
ingr at profitable prices? The A. S. of E. is built for bene- 
fits from the g:round up. Once let farmers realize some of 
the benefits of co-operation on this plan, and no influence 
on earth can drive them apart. 

How are members bonnd to the National Union T 

A. By self-interest. There is no binding agreement. 
It is proposed to make it to their interests to belong to the 
A. S. of E. If after a fair trial great benefits cannot be 
obtained, the farmers cannot co-operate. In community, 
county, district or in department business pledges are made 
and business agreements entered into that bind the mem- 
bers. Thus members pledge their crops of potatoes, to- 
bacco, etc.. to the selling committees, and the courts have 
beld such pledges good. 

Wbat is thii membership feeT 
A. $2.00. 

<i« What are the duesT 

A. $1.20 a year. 

a* What does the membership fee secure and how la 
the money used? 

A. It makes the person a member of the society, se- 
cures membership card full paid for the year, a badge or 
button, and the official paper for the year. Also literature, 
bulletins, etc., as issued. 

The fees, outside of the cast of IVift o^cVeX ^^-^^t, -^-^^ 
UBed to meet the expenses ot state ati^ TvaX\Qrcv»X '^'^^'^^^^ 
employ org&nizera and to complete tYie aoc\eVs «XV v^^^ 
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country. This la8t cottn money and a lot of it After th« 
Boclety is completed the fee can be made very small. 

<i« How are the dues naedT 

A. To maintain the local, county, state and national 
unions and provide the official paper to each member. 

<l« Will profitable prices for fameni mot make higher 
prices for consuinersT 

A. No. When farmers are orgranized they can cut out 
the mountains of profits now taken by middlemen or sell 
directly to consumers. We expect the prices to consum- 
ers will be lower. Also consumers are orsranlzingr into the 
A. S. of E.» and then the two bodies will regrulate the food 
trusts and middlemenp or deal with each other directly. 

Q« How will the farmers' orsanlaatlon alfect oryaa- 
laed labor? 

A. When farmers get profitable prices the labor prob- 
lem on the farm will be solved, as they can then hire the 
help neded. It will make a market for a million or more 
laborers the year round. This movement is the greatest 
thinfiT for workinsr people that ever was proposed. 

^ How will this movement alfect the producer of pes- 
ishable products f 

A. Cold storage houses and warehouses will be pro- 
vided, where fruit, butter, egga, veg^etables, meat, etc., will 
be held as the producers' property until the market can 
use them. In the case of berries, peaches, etc., the mar- 
kets will be known and supplied to the maximum consump- 
tion at STOod prices, but no more. By knowing: the needs 
of all the markets a much greater volume of products can be 
directed to them than in the uncertain way as at present, 
and if an actual surplus exists it will be left to spoil at 
home, or be preserved by canning or otherwise, and not al- 
lowed to break the price on the legrltimate supply. The 
society will be of enormous benefit to producers of perish-* 
able crops. 

^ Can this society resrolate the price of potatoes T 

A. Certainly. This is a crop that frequently sells at 
ruinously low prices when the production is large. It will 
be one of the easiest to organize. When the farmers are 
organized in New York, Michigan and Wisconsin, the trick 
will be done. A wise distribution of the potato crop, in- 
stead of the lack of system, to say nothing about the hind- 
rances thrown about the marketing by exploiters, will af- 
ford a good price for the biggest crops this country ever 
grew. The same illustration will apply to apples and other 
fruit, also vegetables, melons, etc. 

Can the A. S. of ES. Insure STOod prices on tobacco? 

A. Most certainly. Tobacco growers are now organ- 
ized in the A. S. of E. and set their prices and get them. 
The example of co-operation and price making as shown 
by the tobacco growers is something the country never had 
before and it is a lesson for all other producers. 

^ Will the minimum (profitable) price limit consump* 
Uonf 

A, No, It will ratlier 8t\mM\BA.^ \.t«.^^ ^^.tv^ Vci.^T^^<^ 
consumption because it will Temove* ^I^^^t^^VS;'^'"^^' ^^^>^^ 
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he would not buy. Also the buyer was always fearful the 
price would go down, therefore he always wanted to buy 
as low as possible. Under the new system certainty will 
prevalL There will be no fear or hesitancy. All will sell 
and buy as much as the market needs, and farm products 
will go into consumption with grreater ease and regularity 
than by the old system. This plan has beauties and advan- 
tasres that can not be fully realized or appreciated until it 
is in workinfiT order. 

<l« How earn farmers store their prodnceT 

A. Several local unions can Join togrether and erect 
necessary warehouses, cold storagre houses or elevators. 
These will be under their direct control. There will be 
another class owned by the society in principal cities, 
where produce can be shipped and stored for account of 
the owner. Warehouse receipts will be issued on ffrain 
and produce, which can be used as credit at banks to se- 
cure money. 

<l« Is It a fact that the larger the <!rop the lower the 
prlceT 

A. It was invariably so before the A. S. of E. came, 
and there were many cases where the smallest and nastiest 
crops the country ever raised brougrht the most money to 
the farmers, and the largrest, finest crops the least money. 
Hundreds of times farmers saw their efforts crowned with 
success in producing: a crop, only to meet crushingr disap- 
pointment when marketingr. 

^ Will yon not need to control prodnctloa as well as 
■vppiyf 

A. No; we thin? not, but this can be done if desir- 
able when farmers are orgranized. The world will take all 
the food crops this country will grrow and pay a fair price 
for them if the farmers will regrulate the marketing: so as 
to prevent over supply at any time. Consumption is ahead 
of production now, and we predict will increase faster than 
production, unless .our farmers gret better prices to encour- 
agre better farming: and largrer crops. 

<l« Do farmers need to market a twelve months' sup- 
ply la a few months? 

A. No. We have referred to this before. Here is the 
whole secret of failure in the past and success for the fu- 
ture. If the crops ripened an equal portion each day as 
the demand came there would be no problem. But they 
don't. Therefore the problem is to control the crops and 
let them out only as fast as the demand comes. 

Suppose a year's supply of coal had to be marketed In 
three months in the summer; the miners would gret a very 
low price, the middlemen make a mountain of profit, and 
the consumer would pay more than an equitable price. It 
is the same way with farm crops. 

O. Wni it not be aiilllclent to l^«v* %\oT^V»TO«a, ^ 
T^^\r^^ /rel«rht and cut out tlie 

it^Vt 'i^^Yi it** speculator, trxiat ot ^^^^iSS:^^^*^'^ 

U at last? Storase charges, commVaaVoxiB axi^ 
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road freigrht combined are not equal to putting a fair price 
on your own stuff and taking your profit first. 

<i« Do yov thlBk MOBey caa be well epemt Im market- 
imm farm prodacteT 

A. Yes. It is a fact that manufacturers and mer- 
chants frequently spend as much money in advertisinfft 
travel infT representatives and in other ways to find a mar- 
ket as the goods cost in the first place. Farmers have been 
spending nothing: — simply dumping: their fine products to 
let them take their chances on prices, and without any re- 
gard to their brother farmer's interests. Throug:h co-opera- 
tion they can market their groods much cheaper than can 
any other class, because there is a natural demand for them. 
Others must create a demand. 

<^ Oa mhmi does tke prosperity of oar eoaatry de* 
peadT 

A. On the farmers. They constitute about half our 
population. They are also the grreatest consumers. Keep 
them prosperous by always g:etting: g:ood prices as this so- 
ciety proposes, and the country can not have hard times. 

fi, Wko wttl tkls atoveateat laJareT 

A. No person doing a legitimate business, but will 
build them all up. 

<l« Caa tkls soelety preveat adalteratloa of food prod- 
■etsT 

A. This is one of the objects of the society, and when 
established it can effectually prevent adulteration by in- 
spection of food products, by demanding and securing leg- 
islation against adulteration and by using a label. Fraud 
In food must cease. It is injurious to health, besides re- 
duces the farmers' market to an amazing extent. 

<^ Wky aot kave a soelety for eaek eropT For la- 
■taace, grala growers, eattle growers, fralt gprowers, to- 
baceo growers, eottoa growers, etc.T 

A. Quite unnecessary. One national society, with rep- 
resentatives from all of these special crops on the national 
board, can act in making prices and fewer oflAcers will be 
needed; the expenses will be much a less; a better knowl- 
edge of crops and markets may be had, and more than all. a 
mixed producer need not belong to a half dozen societies 
to represent all his crops. 

<^ Do yoa tblak tbe AlUaaee or tbe Graage coald bave 
■aceeeded If they bad operated oa tbe plaa of tbe A. S. of BT 

A. Tes. I am sure if they had made their first ob- 
ject to secure profitable prices for their own goods instead 
of attempting to put prices on the other party's goods, 
farmers would be successfully co-operating today. 

Are agricaltaral eolleges, experlateat statloas, 
farmers' iastltates aad farm papers dolag good for tbe 
farmers T 

A. Yes. It Is well for all classes to be educated and 
enlightened; but also, no. for they are teaching how to 
increase production, while we all know the larger the 
crops the lower the prices. Now. don't think that I am op- 
posed to educating the farmers, but until they are also 
educated as to how to get a good price for increased crops 
the effortB and expense ol ^OluccXVotv \^ -^e.ated. Think 
about this. Farmers BhoMlA aL^mBjaQi \.\i^Vc \Tv«\\\>x\.Vixv% ^ 
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balanced education, at least half on the dlstrlbutlhg — mar- 
keting* — end of their business which is even more impor- 
tant than production. All others are dependent on the 
farmers. The farmers are less dependent on any other 
class. Any reasonable price the farmers hold out for must 
be paid. 

<l« How does the food trust operate T 

A. It has warehouses in many parts of the country. It 
buys the farmers' grain, fruit, vegetables, potatoes ,butter, 
essa, poultry, etc., soon after harvest or in times of heavy 
production when prices are low, puts them in elevators, 
warehouses and cold storage, and deals them out at two or 
three times the price between seasons. The farmers can 
attend to all this when organized. 

Covld the KOTemmeat help the farmers by loaning 
theat moaey at a low rate of Interest? 

A. No, not permanently. Besides the farmers don't 
need help in that way. It would be the most degrading 
thing that could be offered them to make them the special 
objects of the country's charity. The farmers' position is 
the strongest of all. If they will only rise to their true 
position, they will never need to look to the government 
for help. 

<i« Are aot fanners taxed too heavily T 

A. Tes; but here again if they will co-operate and get 
profitable prices they won't need to care how much they 
are taxed. They can simply add it on the price of their 
ffoods. 

<i« When the farmers are organised they will likely 
become a power In politics T 

A. They could if they would. We expect them to dic- 
tate to political parties, for the interests of consumers and 
equity to all; but the A. S. of E. is not a political party 
and never will be. It is for education first and business al- 
ways. 

Could not sood prices be made for farmers if your 
•oclcty had a lar^e capital with which to buy the crops T 

A. Never. If all the money in the United States treas- 
ury was employed for this purpose the scheme would fail. 
Farmers must individually be responsible for their produc- 
tion as well as their prices. If a company would agree to 
take )Lll they raise at profitable prices there would would 
be no check on their production, while the company or so- 
ciety must find some other person who will take them at 
mm CTCB higher price; and here would come failure in time. 

Why not organise one state and see how the plan 
would workr 

A. This would be useless. It would not work to se- 
cure equity on all the crops. The farmers in Indiana can 
not do much unless the farmers in Illinois, Ohio, etc., will 
co-operate with them. Also, it would not be possible to 
make good prices on one crop and let others take their 
chances, as then the crops that are not controlled would 
be neglected and the other one would be over-produced. 

<l« Can farmers secure profitable prices on their cropa 
ffovardless of the European farmers T 

A. Yes, we claim they can. America. Vv^^ "Ccv^ ^^\^^ 
In the past and set it too low. TYiVa Vxo^ON^xViXiL'fc^ VXx'a^ 
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ropean farmers until in recent yearn the forelsrn countries 
have placed hlffh tariffs against our farm products to raise 
the price of their home products. Also, this has operated 
to reduce our markets. We believe if American farmers 
will maintain profitable prices, European farmers will raise 
their prices to meet them. But if the European markets 
can be retained only at unprofitable prices (and the small 
export surplus set low prices on all the crop) then it bet- 
ter be abandoned and the American farmers produce only 
for the American markets. 

a. U the A. 8. of B. a trumtf 

A. The society is in no sense a trust. It has no capi- 
tal stock, buys no products nor does it effect or attempt any 
combination in restraint of trade. It believes that farmers^ 
like all other producers, should price their own products. 
This they do in national convention, in which the produc- 
ers of every farm product are represented. The price is in 
strict accordance with the law of supply and demand, based 
upon cost of production and the greneral level of prices of 
other commodities. The board determines minimum prices 
for the crops of that year, and farmers everywhere are told 
to sell freely at the prices, and to hold their stuff when 
the market is supplied instead of rushingr it in upon a slut- 
ted market. 

Have farmers a moral rlffht to price their prod* 

vetsT 

A. Somebody prices them. Who has a better rigrht than 
the first owners? If you would deny the farmers the moral 
rigrht how can you Justify the speculators, gramblers, food 
trusts, and unfair, schemlngr middlemen, who rob at both 
ends and never earned a morally honest dollar in their life? 
Certainly farmers have a moral rigrht to price the product 
of their investment, skill and labor. It is a divine right. 
"The laborer is worthy of his hire." 

Q. Have farmers a leiral rlirht to combine to price and 
sell their craps T 

A. They have. There is not a state in the country* 
that would deny them this rigrht. In doing this it is not in 
restraint of trade, but it would be the greatest promotion 
of trade. Give us equitable, steady prices, with all specu- 
lation and gambling ended, and a condition could not be 
imagined in which business would be of greater volume 
and more satisfactory. 

Following is an act of the Legislature of Kentucky, 
under date of March 21, 1906: 

"It is hereby declared lawful for any number of per- 
sons to combine, unite or pool, any or all of the crops of 
wheat, tobacco, corn, oats, hay or other farm products 
raised by them, for the purpose of classifying, grading, 
storing, holding, selling or disposing of same, either in 
parcels or as a whole, in order or for the purpose of obtain- 
ing a greater or higher price therefor than they might or 
could obtain or receive by selling said crops separately or 
individually." 

Q« Should farmers form a nmiom or should they strive 
to destroy other tmsts and miionsT 

A. With some people this is the most important ques- 
tion of all. Farmers have been taught to oppose the trusts 
because they raise the price of goods the farmers buy. 
They are taught to oppose the unions because the price of 
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labor is higher than they can pay. They are taught to 
flght everything that don't measure down to their standard, 
but they never have been taught to raise their standard up 
to measure with the highest and the best, until the pub- 
lisher of Up-to-Date Farming took the field to lead them 
out of the wilderness of darkness into the broad light. 
Farmers can't overthrow the trusts and the unions, so this 
is the end of that. But they can put such prices on their 

f products as will allow them to meet prices made by others, 
ncreased taxation and pay the market price for labor. 
This is the A. S. of E. plan. We will lift agriculture up 
until its products are on an equality — for price and profits 
— ^with others. 

Wby don't all farm papeni help to get profitable 
prices for farm crops T 

A. There are various reasons. Some don't understand 
the plan. Some want to wait until it is an assured suc- 
cess. Some say that farmers have no right to price their 
crops. Some want farmers to wait until Divine Providence 
erets good prices for them. Some say prices have been good 
«nough, and farmers don't need anything better. Some 
have other plans to accomplish the same results. Some 
are in the hire of the class of people who are now reap- 
ing the profit from the farmers' hard work. Some are too 
igrnorant; some are too smart. Some are Jealous, and some 
are vindictive. Read this extract from a letter to a per- 
son who betrayed his trust: 

March 17, 1904. 

**Mr. J. A. Everitt, President of the A. S. of E., Indianapolis, 
Ind.: 

"Dear Sir — I feel it my moral duty to let you know 
that a prominent farmers' paper invited me, and made of- 
fers to me to take up arms against you. • • • The let- 
ter of said prominent editor of a prominent agricultural pa- 

f>er closes in this way: 'I do not know that I care to go 
nto an open fight with Everitt, but if I could see a chance 
to give him a neat stab under the fifth rib I think I would 
rather enjoy doing it.* 

"Yours truly. 



Why don't other farm papers help to teach farmers 
how to control marketing and compel a fair price for their 

Eroducts? The principal reason is that the society must 
ave an ofllcial paper. The plan was originated by the pub- 
lisher of Up-to-Date Farming. Naturally that paper became 
the ofllcial organ. They know that the success of the so- 
ciety and the success of the farmers means a large "circu- 
lation for the ofllcial paper. They have been assured that 
It was not the intention of the publisher of Up-to-Date 
Farming to monopolize the agricultural field, that the 
offldal paper would become strictly a society paper. But 
this does not appease them any many of them have done 
all they could to injure the movement. They have not the 
welfare of the farmer close enough at heart to lay aside 
all petty jealousies, excuses and selfish interests and help 
the farmers to try this plan. 

Farmers should know their friends in a time like this. 
Any editor and publisher who opposes this movement is 
your enemy, and every editor and publisher who "w<iw!\.V^'«?^ 
you to get equitable prices alwaya, >iv X-^v^ otv\?j ^^tl 'Ccc^ 
to pr&ctJcable, ia not your friend. "WYieix c<yw^x?iX^ 
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tor says he would enjoy stabbing the author and promoter 
of this great and erood movement that means so much for 
farmers, he is expressingr a wish to stick his dirk into the 
vitals of the farming industry of the country, and every 
farmers who loves independence and fair play should 
stretch out his arm to ward off the blow. 

Does the A. 8. of B. oppose other farmeni' soelctlesf 

A. No. The A. S. of E. has the kindliest feeling for all 
farm orgranisations. It only asks that all unite to accom- 
plish the first object of this society, viz.: "Profitable Prices 
for All Farm Products," which should also be the chief ob- 
ject of all. They need not abandon their special forms, 
but should add this object to their others and make it 
paramount. 

<l« Wluit will be some of the results of eo-operatlon by 
farmers r 

A. The results will be everythinip the farmers want 
or should have. Then land will increase in value 25 to 100 
per Cent. (This prediction has already been fulfilled.) They 
will beautify their grrounds. They will educate their chil- 
dren. They will build erood roads all over the country. 
The farmer and his wife and children will work less and 
hirie more, visit and entertain more. The farmer's wife 
will furnish her home as well as the city woman does. 
The farm labor problem will be solved. The boys will want 
to stay on the farm, because it offers possibilities equal to 
any other business, and other boys will want to go to the 
farms. Besides all these thingrs, and many more hot neces- 
sary to mention, the success of this society will build up 
the country towns, and througrh the country merchants the 
benefit will reach the cities. It will, in short, benefit every 
legitimate industry, and every man, woman and child in 
the country. It means more for the world and humanity 
than anything since the Christian era. 
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DEAR SIR OR MADAM 

You, having read The Third Power 
book and imderstanding what it seeks to 
accomplish, do you approve of establish- 
ing the third power which represents 
Equity and Justice, in all business 
transactions, and pure, strong govern- 
ments throughout America and the world? 

This question is presented to every 
man and woman who tills the soil ; every 
laborer who works in fields, factories 
or offices ; every merchant , banker or 
professional man — in short, of every 
person engaged in a legitimate calling 
and every person who seeks a just reward 
for honest toil. 

If your answer is in the affirmative 
then I appeal to you to aid in giving 
this book the widest possible circula- 
tion. There are tens of thousands of 
people in the country who should dis- 
tribute 25 or more at their own expense 
or by their personal effort. There are 
thousands or people who can sell or dis- 
tribute hundreds of thousands of the 
books by canvas or in connection with 
their regular business. The price has 
been put so low that ever^ IbssjiYVj Sxs. "C^^ 
land will secure one if tYve '^^^ 
properly presented to tTcvem, 1^ "^"^V" 

leave this matter to yoM Trtvo \s3aN^ xw^- 
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the work. Don't you agree with me in 
every assertion? 

A very wide distribution of The 
Third Power book will result in :- 

1. Education of our fanning millions 
as to how to market their crops to main- 
tain uniformly equitable prices, which 
will benefit producers, handlers and 
consumers. 

2. Frequent and wide fluctuations in 
prices of farm crops, which are so in- 
jurious to all legitimate business will 
be at an end, and all business will take 
on a degree and quality of prosperity 
such as the country never knew before. 

3. The American Society of Equity 
will be established throughout the land. 
Farmers will come to the front and agri- 
culture will be elevated on a plane 
equal to the best of any other business • 
Every fair person desires this happy 
consummation. 

* * * * 

We expect after you have read The 
Third Power, you will become a member of 
The American Society of Equity. 

The fee is $2.00, which also covers 
the subscription price to ths official 
paper, Up-to-Date Farming. 

Any farmer or friend of farmers is 
eligible for membership. 

Where ten or more members can be 
gotten together a Local Union should be 
formed which will be chartered by the 
National Union. 

For further particulars you are 
referred to the body of this work, to 



pee literature which will be sent on 
pplication, and to the official paper. 



Yours truly, 




Ind ianapo lis, Ind • 
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